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interest in the qualrty end quantity of recrestions! opportunities om urban areas 

has encreased om recent years Related to thu has been a growing concern over the 

lack of substantewe federal aserstance mm meeting urben recreations! demands Federal 
perks such at Cuyahoge Valley Nations! Recreation Area in Oto, Gateway National 
Recreation Area in New York, Golden Gate Nationa! Recreation Area in California, 
and indiana Dunes Natrona! Lakeshore in indiana are al! outgrowths of the federal 
role in urban recreation. With passage of Public Lew 94-422, which expanded the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund to $900 million, Congress instructed the Secretary of the 
interior to study the needs. problerns, and opportunities for recreation in urben 
America and to report the results by September 28, 1977. This study is a result of 
that congresmonae! mandate 


In the cteal stages of the netronal urban study, it was determined thet recreation 
sues and problems en varcus cries would be analyzed to determine alternative 
solutions Therteen Standard Consolidated Statistical Areas (SCSAs) and four Stan terd 
Metropolitan Statistical Areas (SMSAs) representing the major metropolitan regecrs 
of the country, were selected for detaried analyses Field stucees were conducted 

m each of these areas to meet the following objectives 


identify major msues and problerns related to parks and recreation funding and 
expend tures 


Garn purrsdrctronal and nenghborhood perspectives on the detrvery of services, 
adrrenestrative structures, and personnel problems of recreat.on suppliers 


Analyze the status of planning research, and enwronmental programs 
Awmets the adequacy of the exrsting apen space and recreational system 


identify and evaluate significant potential apen space apportun tres in the 
study areas 


Propose alternatives — imchideng organizat. one! arrangements and legal techn ques 
a each level of Government and in the private sector, as appropriete — for 
provideng recreational areas and protecting apen apace and natural and cultural 
resources 


To mpet these objectwes. meetings were held with groups representing those agencies. 
orgeruzetons, and ndrerduals farmer eith parks recrestion. and apen space written 
each study erea. During these meetings, the overall purposes of the study were 
explemed and tnowledgeable indrwiduals were asked to Wentify and Grscuss relewant 
ues end problems As a result of these Giscwspoms, 2 let of ewes thet appeared 

to be Common on al! urben areas across the Country wes prepered. 


Because of the tremendous number of governmental. quan public, and prevete recreation 
prow Gers om the study sreas. (? was Geterrmumed that selected puvredrctronal case stucdees 
be conducted mm the weriows urban areas to ascertain more ‘fully the extent of recrestions! 
problerns Jurmdctom were selected on the bess of success of existing recreations! 
sytterns, varvety and number of problems and opportunities, general geograptuce! 

and population Gistributon, and the socoecenomn Cheracteristics of the area. 
Information on the recreational and apen apace systerns mm the case stuces was gathered 
through intervews with recreation supphers trom governmental quas publ and 
private agencees analysers of exrsteng data sources, and on site mmvestigations. 

Each of the jurisdictions enchuded in the study 1 mnvolved on prowiding recrestronal 


open space and/or facritres and programming 


To gan a ‘grass roots” perception of the purisdictional recreation delivery systern. 

a nurnber of meghborhood analyses were completed These analyses consisted of 
interviews with newhborhood resdents. cormmun ty leade.. wd other mndrviduals 

who were farmer with the study newhborhoods and the feelings of the peaple 

Such data permitted a more detailed appraisal of the adequacy of existing newghborhood 
prograrns and facilites and focused on the dewres of the local residents. A minimum 

of two newghborhoods were selected in each study jurisdiction to prowide sorne 

varrety om the nerghborhood analyses 


Besides «2 study of the jurisdictions, the other mmportant facet of the individual 
urban stuches was identification and evaluation of existing and potential parks and 


open space resources — those recreational resources with potential to serve major 
urban recreational needs A combynation of interwews with informed local representa 
trves. data research and ground and aerial reconnaenssance was used to identify and 
Study these resources to determine how they could be utilized, and how potentially 
wg frcant open spece and natural and cultural resources cou'd be preserved During 
the Dallas Fort Worth study pubhc partrcmpation was solicited through various media 
News releases and brochures highlighting findengs and requesting comments were 
distributed throughout the SMSA In addition Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
representatives appeared on a community involvernent oragram (aired by WFAA TV 
in Datias) to discuss the study 


The results of the indrviduel urban recreation studies have been compried into a 
nat: wal report thet addresses key urben recreatrone! msuves This report wil! be 
subrritted to Congress for thew consder ation 


INTRODUCTION 


Located = north centre! Tess the Ostias Fort Wort? SSA covers an ares of 8 360 
sQuere mie mctudes |! count and Mad on estemeted papwieteon of 2 552 POO 
om 1975. The oo thee teegest GAGA im Texas ord the 12h lergest im the Ureed 

Grend Prawe Piano Mesquite and Richerson 


Tre regen 6 typ feed By rolling prarrses reaeng i @lewetion from JUD teet on the 
sowthess! portion to ceerty 1.400 feet im the morthevest, becormeng fully im the fegher 
elevetonn Steep slapes ere relatively fare Gonwrring mostly slong oF mwa river 
charwets The Tremity Rover hemn Greens the regen flowing generally trom northwest 
to SOUTMOaST Through the regen 


Pogwiation gowth om the Detias Fort Worth SMSA « concentrated largely im ihe suburban 
COP UTS BUTTOUMCme the core Crtees The core crtees thermaetves have lost 

population im the last 5 years awtwie the SMSA as 2 whole 6 growing m papwietron 

The demand for recrestrons! services stimulated by ttws growth has outstripped the 

supp y and Commer urties have mot in genera! beer able to beep pace ath the growth 

im order to prowde the necessary pert lands im those areas arth mmauffment resources: 

2 few Commun tees om the SMSA are mow requrring the deckcation of part lands om resedentis! 
devetapments Major develaprment of rendential commerce and mdwetr:a! areas has 
Gestroyved large agrecultural pastoral and forested areas and many ureque and 

serve trve areas have been lost or are threatened by Gevelaprnent such as soemc areas 

and ficodpians Core cts on the other hand find themmarives burdened ath previous 
poor planning for serwoes and a maidrstribution of recrestions! apporturties Marry 
comer city areas were develaped with provwinons for parts and sutmequent aogursrtian 

of part lands has been done with great effort and expense There are still immer orty 

neg? borhoods totally without recreatronel facrl tres 


The tollowmng table Whustrates the ammount of land ench city comtrots for parts 
and recreation and it gves an ind:cation of the recreations! acres aveviable per 
1 GOO persons 


Cry Pingmme\ at one Part Mores Boom pe) 000 
Datias 8'2 000 20 ane ae 
Fort Worm 758 OOO 1? 722 
Gr ard are 68 08 'Ova 8 
Pare $! O00 Tz “> 


Throughout the Trenety Rever basen reservorrs have been created whch prowede « 
large Quantity of water besed recreations! apportumwtes There are om excess of 
175 GOO surface acres of water on the reqon avaliable for reoreetron 
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The 9! individual governments in the Dallas/Fort Worth SMSA present a 
uncoordinated and uneneidly prospect ior meeting needs for regronal parts. 
recreational opporturities, and apen space There are no incentives or Common 
ground: at either the state or federal level to guide the formation of 
cooperative wentures to handle park proposals that go beyond the capability 
or concern of a single purisdictional .ntity. With coordimated planning and 
suitable mechanams tu pool resources, the individual Cites Could make 

ag ficant contnbutiom towerd establihung a regonal part authority and 
move quickly to acquire the rap»dly Girrenntung natura! resources best suited 
for recreational use and protection of significant enwronmertal, historic, and 
cultural praopert 12%. 


The additional resources needed to complement the exatong recreation base 
range from eval! neighborhood parks to very I7ge regonal parks. Small 
neighborhood parks constitute one of the nore important needs, and due to 
thew relatively Pegh cost of acquisition and development, ther establishrnent 
would generate a large expense in each city. Regonal parks have been perceived 
to be esa ntial for providing large-scale public recreation on a natural environ 
ment, but because of the rapidly dirminishing availability of large tracts of 
suitable land wathin the cities, regonal parks are wewed as the most difficult 
to set awde. Between the ploygrounds and the regona/ parks is a range of 
parks that ether have been found to be in short supply, are inaccessible, or 
are overcrowded. The lag in acquiring adit. anal park and recreational 
resources has been projected to be as much as 20 years. Consequently, it 
becomes apparent that help « needed if jurisdictions in the Dallas/Fort Worth 
SMSA are to satisfy urban requirements for parks. 


MAJOR JURISDICTIONAL FINDINGS 


The greatest need expressed by parks and recreation agencies was for financia! ad. 
Reasons for needing financial aid varved with the particular purisdrction’s situation 
relative to growth, population, and socioeconomic factors, but the major financial 
shortfalls that jurisdictions experience are in acquisition and development. Core 
cites have diffroultres acquiring and developing facilities in older merghborhoods 
because of hgh land costs and problerns associated with disiocating established land 
uses. Growing cities like Plano and Grand Prairie have difficulty acquiring land for 
open space sufficrently in advance of develapment to minimize costs. All of the cities 
examined need additional funds for these purposes, although a few jurisdictions have 
had a considerable number of donations of land and money from the private sector 
Jurisdictions continue to maintain and operate recreational facilities, but a. 


increasingly tgher costs. 


In purrsdectons requiring land dedications for park use in new land developments. 
thus dedication typically falls short of needs. However, it can be « cost effective 


meen fcr soquirng recrestional land. Additions! park lands must be purchased to 
provide recrestional tacitees for mew remdents. in purisdctons that do not have 
mandatory Ged:cations, land can usually be obtarned by fee sempile purchase from 
Gevelopers Thus land may be undesrable or undevelopabile and also wnsufficent to 

meet neighborhood needs. Typically, mandatory dedications require 2.5 acres of parkland 
per 1,000 population. The particular site to be Gedicated 4 negotieted by the 

persica Guring the subdrviseon platteng process, and the probable result « the 
acquisition of lard unsuitable for park development. The cost savings to the jurisdiction 
are usually between $15,G00 and $30,090. depending on local land prices. 


in purchctions where dedication of parks «6 not mandatory, some negotiation tab es 
place for parklands with the developer, and often lands donated to the city are 
floodplarns or other land essentially unsuitable for buriding Although these lands 
are certainly worthy of preservation, thew costs are significantly lower than more 
Gevelopable sites. in add tion, these purisdictrons must often purchase lands suitable 
for park facilities that require level land. The additional costs a jurisdiction must 
then bear can only be computed on a case by case bas, but a reasonable range would 
be from 10 to 50 percent more im land acquisition costs. 


Growing citres also are concerned with capital rmprovements of recreational facilites 
n developing areas. Generally, these areas are low density, single family housing 
developments for middie sncome farnilies. As such, these areas are eligible for very 
lwnited federal funding for capital improvements. These costs must be borne aimost 
entirely by the purisdiction. The most common method of financing these improvements 
6 through bond proyrams, which can provide revenues to plan, acquire, and develop 
recreational facilites. However, due to voter reluctance to approve bond issues, 
bond programs are necessarily “bare bores” and as such frequently cannot meet the 
needs of rapidly developing areas within the jurisdictions. in cities lyke Fort 

Worth where the last bond mswe presented to voters failed, there are almost no capital 
improvement funds for developing areas. 


in older urban areas, where there is typically a higher proportion of low-income 
residents. a large proportion of development momes come from federal programs, 
particularly the Community Development Biock Grant (COBG) program. The per capita 
recerpt of federal funds ranges trernendously, however For example, the per capita 
receipt of community development funds used for recreation in 1976 varied in the 
jurisdictions examined from a high of $13.08 in Grand Prairie to a low of $0.09 in 
Detlas. The inequity in federal funding resulted in a “feast or famine” situation 

mn many purisdections in the amount of federal funds recewed on a year to year bass. 


Older urban areas also have established parks and recreational facility systems. 
operation and manntenance of which are considerable drains on jurisdictional budget: 
Ths 6 due to both the quantity and quality of facilities. in older jurisdictions 


2 large proportion of the recrestion budget 6 Gevoted to operations and maintenance. 
in addition, many taciirtves wm these older jurisdictions ae 20 of more years old, 
and grester mantenance «4 required to ensure 2 Quality facility. 


Virtually every jurisdiction has the power of eminent Gomain, weich it can use to 
obtam parkland if it so Gesires. Thess is simost never Gone, however, because of 

policy restrannts agernst thes process and because of the general political 
unpopularity of using erinent Gomain for government projects (with the exception of 
acquiring teghwey nights of wey). it is difficult for « recrestion agency to 

scquire « sizable tract of land in 2 developed ares ty the power of eminent domain. 


A major msue in providing large recreational facilities 6 interjurisdictional 
coordyneton. There are no formal means by which adjacent jurisdictions can 
coordinate facility construction and programming or coordinate major open space 
acquisition or development across jurisdictional boundaries. A good example 

of the latter « the area near the Trinity River between Dallas and Fort Worth. 
Although ths area has potential as public open space, there would be more than six 
jurisdections involved in any Comprehensive project. With no coordinating mechanisms, 
it would wind up 45 Si Seperate projects, and most likely would not meet regional 
needs. 


The most logecal means for coordination would be a regional park authority, which 
would, however, require legislative approval in Texas. Perhaps the most viable 

option for regonal coordination is through an existing orgenization like the North 
Central Texas Council of Governments (NCTCOG). This could be an important role, 
particularly n open space planning and coordination of acquisition and development. 
NCTCOG has the capability to research the recreational needs of the urban population, 
and it has the ability to facilitate coordination of recreational service delivery 

among jurisdictions for maximum effectiveness in meeting these needs. One incentive 
to encourage coordination would be for the federal government to include inter. 
jurisdyctronal, open space planning and implementation as a requirement for recreation 
funding 


Multiple use of public faceltees can alleviate shortage of some types of recreational 
facilities. Schoo! grounds and facilities are close to neighborhood populations, 

and expanded community use is an ideal way to meet local recreational needs. Several 
juriedections, especially Plano and Grand Prairie, have extensive recreational 
programming at schoo! facilities. The result is that their needs for facilities 
exclusively for recreation, such as recreational centers, are minumal. Multiple use 

of public schoo! gyn, swimming pools, etc. results im a large savings in capital 
improvements in Plano, use of facilities and land acquisition planning are closely 
coordinated between the Parks and Recreation Department ond the Plano | dependent 
Schoo! District. This coordination extends into joint funding of facilities, such as 


an indoor SwemTmng POO! located at a hugh school. At the other extreme is Fort Worth, 
with wertually NO Coord:nation of Cooperation with public schools. Fort Worth has 

# shortage of recreational tachtes, wtech a compounded by not beng able to utilize 
schoo! facts. Should these faciitees be utelized for recreational activities, 

Gemand for taciltes, especially recrestronal centers, would be sgeficantly 

aeviated 


Operatons and mamntenance were also iden‘: fred as mayor problems Dy most jurmdections. 
Ths could be allevated somewhat by coordinating use of schoo! properties by parks 
Gepartments through Cooperative arrangement with other governmental and private 
orgamzatons 


Cooperative actions follow mo uniform pattern and can be actweved im various weys. 
Formal agreements endorsing the genera! princeple of cooperation im acquiring, 
improwng, and using schoo! and park facilites have been reached by schoo! and 
city authoritees in many communites. Oftentemes, however, agreements are ora! 

im nature and become subject to retractions or breaches for various reasons. Every 
effort should be made by the parties involved to formalize cooperative agreements. 


Jurisdictions were practically unanimous im thew judgment that large open spaces 
near urban areas are needed. Although open space is i relatively good supply in 
the Dallas/Fort Worth region when compared to most metropolitan areas (due to tle 
numerous reservoirs on the regon), there is a shortage of regional favilities with 
actrvitres such as Mwking, Carmmping, canoenng, and environmental education 
Murmcipalitees themselves have lemited quantitres of open space, which 15 inadequate 
for meeting the needs of a region the size of Dallas/Fort Worth. Much of the apen 
space that 1s available +> underdeveloped and poorly maintarned. Because many of 
these areas are administered by core city purisdictions that are strapped for 
mantenance funds, there is a low priority on manitaining these areas. This in effect 
restricts thew use, and thew potential for providing outdoor experiences is not 
realized. The distribution of these open spaces also limits thei usability. The 

large open spaces are Concentrated along rivers and creeks and are not the most 
accessible areas for residents in population centers. 


There « a large quantity of open space in; vate ownership that could be used for 
regional recreation in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. But the amount of this resource 

1S Germenrsteng rapidly because of development or conversion to other uses, particularly 
mm areas of scenic value or areas with other significant features. Regional open 

space preservation 1s HMportant to jurisdictions so that additional types of recreation 
can be provided, and expeditious attempts should be made to secure key portions 
indwidually, purisdectrons do not have the means to provide lerge open space 

areas. Only through cooperation with other jurisdictions and with assistance from 
other public and private interests can sizable open space areas be preserved 


MAJOR NEIGHBORHOOD FINDINGS 


The neghborhcod analyses were conducted by interviewing neighborhood residents, 
usually persons active in the community n some organizz tion or committee. Although 
the interwrews centered on the recreational services ava'able, the interviewers 

felt that many respondents were infiuenced by ther general socioeconomic conditions, 
Gissatisfaction with government, and other community factors, which may have biased 
thew wew of recreational services. Not obtaining a statistically valid sample of 
residents makes it difficult to determine the extent of this problem, and this should 
be kept in mend in reviewing the neighborhood findings. There was by no means a 
consensus among residents in every neighborhood, but it was usually possible to 
Getermine what the major issues were |t was relatively easy to substantiate 

rewdents views of recreational facilities and programs by examining them 


The recreation Gefioencees are different at each economm level. Low sncome resents 
went parks withen easy welkong Grstance with 2 varrety of facltes rangeng from 

tot lots to sports freids. Middle sncome ares resdents went more organized sports 
facltees and tess crowded faciitres. Higher encome remdents often prowde trew 

own recreational facilites, Dut they, slong with al! other income levels, stil! 

seek Out large recreation areas where they can fend 2 change from thew regular 
enwronment and where actrvitres such as boasting, hunting, camping, and Mekong 

can be pursued 


The recreational facility most frequently mentioned 2: 2 need by newhborhood 
residents was & Community center. Thu wast particularly true of elderly and 
economically Grsadvantaged persons, who desired a facility that could be used not 
only for recreation, but also for meetings and other neighborhood soci! services. 
In sorme areas it was apparent that schoo! facilities could fill this need 


Tied closely to the need for « community center wes the need for transportation to 
the center for children, senior citizens, and handicapped persons. Because of 
distance, lack of mobility, or scoess barriers, many persons in these categories 

are unable to participate 1m community recreational activites. 


A major problem thet appeared in hese analyses was the provision of recreational 
services to handicapped persons Although there is a growing awareness of the 
recreational needs of handicapped persons in the neighborhoods and jurisdections 
examined. the faciiites and programs being offered are in general, woefully 
madequate Several communities are beginning to bring handicapped persons into 
community recreational activiteet through prograrns such as the Special Olympics and 
swimming orograms, however, al! communities have a long way to go in providing for 
the recrestional needs of this group. Many of the needs could be met by hiring 
traned staff for proper programming, rather than by constructing special facilities. 
In some instances, this would require a changing of priorities in parks and recreation 
agencies and a recognition of the needs of handicapped persons. The majority of 
recreational services to handicapped persons are supplied by private agencies 

that recerve limited fund-ng from state and local governments for operation. 

Most of their funds come from private sources. Their financial resources are 
characteristically lumited, resulting in limitations in the services they can deliver 


In some nenghborhoods it was thought that there was too much emphasis on organiued 
activities. Recreational centers and playfieids were dominated by structured 
recreational programs, with no ; ovision for spontaneous or informal actrvitres 

Many resdents expressed a desire mot for elaborate facilities, but for simple 

activity area requiring mirumeal maintenance that could be used for unstructured play 


There was 2 general Gere for recresbonal fectimes and programs close to home. 
To be tully utelzed, these faceitees must be epsly accessible to users. Ths 

presents 2 difficult problem om many emer city areas where sufficment land « 
uneverlabie Newghborhood remdents were coguzant of thu probiern and frequently 
suggetted verrous vacant lots that were tra delinquent properties that could be 
converted to recreatrona! use The dommaent enpreson was thet remdents wanted 
tacrivtees they or thew tarmhes could eaply walk to 


Related to thu « the asuve of major open apece areas near urban centers. Residents 
enterveewed were mot overly enterested m large open spaces adjacent to thew particular 
area. inner city rewdents were concerned about transportation to such an ares and 
types of recreation that would be prowded Suburben resdents were more enthused 
about large open spece sreas and, m general, ts 4 related to thew greeter 

mobility. Perhaps a more postive response on potential open spaces could have been 
elicited if the question hed been posed in a less abstract manner (that a. if a 

specific site had been suggested) it Goes rane the question, however, of where 

apen space areas fit nto users’ prioritees 


There os 2 large potential for private recreational facilities in almost all nenghborhoods 
exarmned. Such facilites are typically run by a Church or an organization such as 

the YWCA or Boys Club, and they provide very limited recreation in neighborhoods. This 
8 Gue NOt Only to thew lack of resources, but to thew specialization in certain 
areas of recreation. For instance, in south Dallas, a church sponsored recreational 

facility consists of a basketball court and meeting room, with recreational activities 
consisting of a boys basketball! teague if additional resources were provided, it 

would be possible to expand the basketbel! program and accommodate programs in the 
meeting room but they would still be physically limited to compatible activitres. 


The potential for thus type of facility bres in coordination with and encouragement 
by the purisdicivonal recreation agency. in some areas, there was almost competition 
between public and private recreation prowders By not duphcating facitities and 
programs and by making public facilities avariable for some programmung by private 
agencies, pul. recreation agencies could do much to provide additional recreational 
Opportunites at meremal cost. 


The availablity of nerghbornood commercial recreational opportunities varres widely 
Although some newghborhoods have near adequate opportunities, most have an insufficency 
Ths type of recreation supplies a large part of neighborhood residents’ needs (up 

to 50 percent), but scoess 6 frequently poor, and provisions are not weually made 

for special qoups such as the elderly, the handicapped, or the economically 


Aisadvantaged 


POTENTIAL ACTIONS 


Preservation of open space is critecal °m rapidly growing metropolitan areas where 
potential stes for parks and recrestronel opportunities ore quick!y berng subdrvided 

for rewdential. cor mercial, and industria! use Based on the Datias/F ort Worth urben 
study, the White Rock Escarpment and the West Fork of the Trinity River remain as the 
largest wtes having potential for recreations! and perk use if these areas were to 

be used for any purposes other than apen space recreations! opportunites would be 
hampered even more then at present Purchase of af! or segments of these sites should 
be thoroughly rewewed and rnvestigeted by legal purisdictionms, conservation groups. 

and concerned citizens One method that should continue to be used 1s the establishment 
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of specu! purpose open apace or part fowndstons 2: tools to Channe! provwete furnds 
omto perks and recrestionws! programs 


To allewste shortoormengs of recrestionsl opportunities in meghborhoods especially 
Pugh Gentty and low encome area abendoned or delaprGeted structures could be 
removed end part facitees Geveloped on these seme srtes Struct res arth Gelnquent 
tenet mrught be scQurred through tas Gelrnquency measures 


Those recreation departments that have mot enplemented or expanded thew cooperative 
prog ems arth local schoo! Gretricts could masemze thee budgeted dollars through 

thes effort There has been conmmderable growth over the past 10 yeart im the areas 

of cooperative planrung and use of schools by lace! parks and recreation departments 
and mm the location, Gewgn, and use by schoo! authorities of certain city owned 
recreational serwoes 


Donations fromm corper atiom:. foundatios, and hestorical and heritage groups could 
be solcrted to expand recreational resources. Private land and dollars can be generated 
tor outdoor recreation and apen space if public agencees are willing to Commrmt therm 
srives to developing and emplementing a structured private sector pragrarn The 
potential for private sector assistance « Comsderable wm the Datias/Fort Worth 

SMSA due to its buseness and mnetustrial community 


Faciiitees for hand:capped persons were wewed at inadequate throughout the study area 
To maet the special needs of tres group. Comrmmurcation with representative organizations 
shou id be established wherever possible innovative park desgn for hand:capped 

persons rapidly becormeng a major awareness through various forms of lep-siation. 

and the demand must «met for future financial averstance 


Multiple use concepts could be enplemented throughout the study area These pragrarns 
help expend existing programs and prowde a wide variety of recreational experences 
There are acres of idle land in highway corridors, airport buffer lands, raiiroad 

ngnts of way and floodplanns Many additional facilities and techniques are avaiable 

to wnplement the multiple wee concept. Street closures for an hour, a day, or a week 
would provide land for recreation Parting lots consume valuable space in urban and 
suburben sett ngs and agreements between lot owners and parks departments could make 
thes land avarlable for recreation during nonuse hours 


Greater duperwon of recreational facilities could be promoted if parks and recreation 


areas were sater increased cooperation with the general users and those responsible 
for publec safety would enhance and encourage expanded use 
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Prowmar of funds to ™etrapolta repos! parts Trroug> space! tases oF 
Commetment of mare funds to ure repons to mate parts 


The Gly FON Costes Maer om Gpereteng Cty tamietees fet meet epons moods « 
tence! The cowtty wes thought to be the agency most anprapriste te pey @ 
properten of costs equal to the nuenher of persons outerze the Oty But erthen the 
county eho are berg served by the regeone parts tacity Currently county remdents 
mary ooetanoes wee The Oty § repos! part facitees enthout Sarin the Durden 

of cost of these taceletees 


Tarrant County aperstes ad maerntars te. parts Fort Worth « constructing « mayor 
Commute ty Center mest to the county s Echo Lake Part as part of the port Gevetapener t 
effort 'o prowde part and recreations! actrwtes Tarrant County coordenetes arth other 
pe SCT Ora! fmt Tees Through an ntergowernmental Comtractus! arrangement a lowatle 
by Tesas statutes 


Comvener co Recreat onal Oper tute tes 

1” genera! COmmerc a! recreations! apportur tes were found to be madeq ate Guring 
the nexgtGorhood serwoe aneiyses Thos 6 partiowlarly true m er city areas 

ard «© (agedy Gevetapeng areas in the emer city areas commercial reorest:onel 

fac tees were frequen’ly Closed or had moved whereas im the newly Geverapeng areas 
they had not yet Seoorme estabiehed The role commercial im erests car play (nm prowideng 
FeCreet One ONpPOrturw ties —& substantial Newhhorhood residents est nated thet as 
rout as helt of thew total © reetone!l apporturtes were supplied by commerce! 
faceitees The pratyiern 6 establateng these facritees im the night place at the 

regmt cost for users. wtech «@ of course. @ Gecison made by privete interests. 

Gover nenen tal noertrves can unfivence ths selection as they have in other privete 
areas much as howteng and onduetrial devetapment For example murmcopel tas polny 
(ar easy be Changed to emoourage these faceitees or federv Small Busness 
Adrrwsty ator pOlows Changed to favor laans to thes type of enterprise 


Comet O° Det were pute and Commerce! recreational apportum tes was found to be 
morreenae COP nercea! omterests twpcally vrowde a very apecalzed form of recreation 
'@ 9 howlng cemaeture golf) thet does mot overlap with pute facts Although 
mat acter tees as golf and termes are crowded by both pubic and privete entitres. 

Pk es Oot veer as beemg 2 COMET tive relatransiup Persons uweing privete 

tac tes of ths nature were thought to do so for reasons of Corvernence ond status 
mot tor lect of agperturvty 


Ogre? wets tor Comgumr et eon 


Mary cepertus tes were found for Coamer ator Letween publ agencies and private 
comp Ot) agercces Almost every neghtorhoad examined had «one type of priwete 
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nonprofit agency supplying recreation of one sort of another. These included Boys 
Clubs. YMICAs and YWCAs, church operated community centers, and American Indien Centers 


Cooperation generally falts into four categories 


Jou use of tecilities. Where one agency might have « shorttall of facilities 

i" one particular neighborhood, another may heve a surplus. Or, on 2 particular 
Gate, one facility might not be able to meet Gemand, whereas another nearby might 
not have enough parbopaents By “swapprng space on thes bass. faciitees of 

both privete nonprofit agencies and public agencies could be more fully utilized. 


Jomt programming. Two separate programs (one public and one private) mught not 
have enough pertcipents for a particular activity, whereas if these programs were 
Geveloped in common, uhis type of program could be provided. Jownt programming 
would allow for a greater variety of activities at a lower Cost per participant 


Providing resources to private nonprofit recreation agencres. in some instances 
thes mmught be the most cost effective means of provideng additional recreation to 
an area. For example, in many instances a private agency might have an adequate 
facrhty but mnsufficrent personnel and equipment. By cooperatively supplying these 
to the private agency, a public agency cowld delay or eliminate the need for an 
additional facility of its own in the area. 


Planning for facilities, By jornt planning for facilities im menghborhoods, 
Guplication could be avoided, and greater efficrency of use of facilities could 
be obtarned 


Multiple Use of Putstic F acelities 

To meet the needs of nenghborhood residents for close to-horne parks, for increased 
programming for the young and the elderly, and for provisions for the handicapped, the 
rmurcipal parks and recreation departments must coordinate with other public facilities 
(for example, schools) to maxermze thew delivery of services. Coordination of multiple 
use of public facilities for recreation in the study area's jurisdictions runs from 

close Cooperation to No Cooperation, and success 1 varred 


Piano's Parks and Recreation Department is a highly efficient system because of its 
mult: wee and yornt planning efforts with the public schoo! systern. Generally, with 
each schoo! that « constructed, the Parks and Recreation Department coordinates 
development of recreational faciltres for public use. Schoo! facilities (indoor and 
outdoor) are used throughout the year. The Plano municipal golf course is operated 
and maintamed at mo cost to the city; the real estate is owned by the city but 
private Dusrness operates and marnntanns the land with the stepulation that the course 
be open to the public 
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Grand Prawve a another example of intensve cooperstion between schools and the parks 


and recrestion Gepartment. Severs! facilities have been jowtly constructed and the 

recrestion program makes use of schoo! facilities, particularly schoo! gyms Softball, 
besketbell, and teres are some of the sports programmed by the parks anc recrestion 
Gepertment and offered at schools. 


Opportum tres for cooperation with schools were substantial, however, some Commun tes 


were hewng difficulty cooperating with schools because of 2 lack of imoentive on 
the part of schoo! districts to cooperste. Most persons queried felt that schoo! 
Gestricts Cowld be induced to cooperste with proper moentives. 


There 6 @ great dea! of multiple use of other public facilities for recreation. 

Most notable is the use of fe tera! weter projects ‘or public recreation. These are 
primarily flood contro! cad water supply proyects that heave created large numbers 
of water empoundments mm the regon As a result of this multiple use, opportunities 
for weter related recreation om the regon are excellent. 


Another public facility that has recently been made available for public recreat:onal 
use + @ part of the Dallas/Fort Worth regional airport. Approximately 20 acres of 
airport land wes turned into play fields in cooperation with the city of Evless. Other 
publec areas mentioned as having potential for recreational use were sewage draposa! 
plant srtes, publ. nghts.of way (including heghweys, arrports, and wetertines). 

and channelized sections of weterweys. 


The overall nfiuence of recreation agencies on policies relating to public facilities 
8 generally mot very great. Recreation agencies are frequently infivential in the use 
of one particular type of public facility such as schools, bu’ input by them into 
overall policy « haphazard at best. 


Coordination of Federal Agencies and Programs 

Most persons beleved that federal programs should be coordinated at the policy 
level. but that they should remain separately administered The policies of federal 
funding sources should be coordinated to emphasize recreation in urbanized areas. 
Currently, it « thought that too much emphasis 6 places on nonurben areas in some 


programs, particularly the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Also, it was felt 


among neighborhoods and jurisdictions The coordination of the various programs 
80 that each neighborhood and community has an adequate source of federal funds 
for recreational development was seen at an wnportant issue 


Most jurisdictions wanted to coordinate the admurustration of federal funds at the 
local level co that as many funding options as possible would be explored for each 
toca! proyect. 


Another concern with federal programs affecting recrestion was that the funds are 
unpredictable — one year a jurisdiction mig get sburdant funding im a particule 
eres, and the next year nothing. Thu makes even ort term planning difficult. 


Coordination of Acqursiton and Development 

The greatest potential for coordinating multyursdectonal recreational facitees 

hes with the state government. The state has the authority to estat ish regional 

perk authorities, or to soguire and develop multiyurietrt'~ a! facilities itself. 

The state can require coordination of regons! recreational facilities among 
periedhctons as they now require coorcenation of reponal transportation facilities. 
AGGitonelly, the state established criteria and priorities for certain types of 

funding, particularly for the LWCF. Through criteria in granting these funds, regional 
coordrnation can be encouraged. 


The ability of counties to Coo dinate activities among jurisdictions within their 
boundarres was generally considered to be minwnal because no authority available 
to Texas counties that would allow them to implement such a policy. 


ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE 


Reducing Competition for Resources 

The formation of a regional park authority to develap and operate regional facilities 
could wnprove the delivery of recreational services in the SMSA_ The funneting of 
jurisdictions requests for federal funds through such an agency would ensure that 
goals of 2 regional park plan are met and would eliminate duplication of facilities 
among jurisdictions 


Alternatively, the coordination of federal funds for recreation by a single ederal 

Or state agency could actweve the sarne ends. Either could ensure compliance with 

reqonel perks and recreation plans as a prerequisite for funding. The berrier to 

this would be the need to formulate a regional recreation plan. The NCTOOG has a 
Regona! Parks and Open Space Strategy Committers, but they do not heave a comprehensive 
apen space pian 


Specie! Purpose Part and Recreation Agencies 

The estabiiahrment of special purpose recreation agencies for a particular type of 
remona! facility would meet part of the needs of 2 regon and could coordinate those 
types of facrhtees withen the regon Most persons querred. however considered 

thes approach precermea! A comprehensrve approach would be more desrable in meeting 
overs! reqonel needs 
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PERSONNEL 


There seers to be mo problem mm finding qualified professionais to staff agencies” 
programs. There are 2 number of qualified professionals available locally Gue to 
the current dearth of such positions and the general economic malane. 


Traeng programs are sparse among jurisdictions and are usually 2 low priority item. 
Only 2 small proportion of park and recreation agency funding goes for traiming 
prog arms. 


The enpect of federal job programs on recreation agency staffing has been both 
to reach hugh levels of staffing, particularly in paraprofessional positions, and 
have allowed them to tran many individuals on the job. 


withen agencies, as long as the ternporary funds are available. Some of the funds 
which would have ordinarily gone for permanent positions go for other budget items. 
Asa result, agencies fend thernseives without funding for additional, quali fred 
before they can effectively function, and then only at the par. professional level. 


Should these job programs be reduced or terminated, the effect on some recreation 
agencies would be great. For exar=n'., one fourth of the employees in the Fort Worth 
Parks and Recreation Depa .nent are employed under the Comprehensive Employment and 
Tramung Act (CETA) 1; CETA was discontinued, it 6 doubtful thet af! these 

powtions could be retarned with city funds Consequently, reductions mm job programs 
would add financial strarns to already strarned prograrms Mowever retarned positions 
would most lkely be permanent, and as such would be filled by quali fred personnel 


A genera! lack of long term park an’ open apace planning was wewed as @ severe 
shortcoming in the study area. The NCTCOG's Open Space Policy for North Central 
Texas (June 1973) identified the region's requirements and policies and the 

various methods for acquiring parks and open space sites The document is not 
intended to be a comprehensive apen space plan for the SMSA in addition. the Texas 
Outdoor Recreation Plan by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department contanns findings 
and recommendations regarding the metropolitan areas The city of Datias updating 
its open apece plan published in 1959 Forth Worth's Sector District Plans A 
Compelatron (1976) conta: information regarding the city's 11 planreng sectors 
and 14 planrwng drscrects Open apace sites are identified. and consideration  grven 
to other urben services in each of the sectors and districts The docurnent does not 
address acquitition and emplementation methods Both Grand Prane and Plano have 
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open space plans that have been prepared by consultants and that sentify demrabie 


Planrung ssestance wes Not reported as a problem m the jurisdictions. The Texas 
Parks and Wridirfe Department furnanes techrncal serwces to Crtves with 2 papulation 
up to 7,500 and to counties with s population up to 15,000 


Methods for publc partecapation om the park and open apace planreng process were 
verved wm the purescdhctons studeed Dallas’ Parks and Recreation Department public 
Nput process nwolves a huge network of advisory groups newghborhood panels, and 
an overall parks board An adwaory board from each recreation center sends its 
recommendations OF suggestions to the parks board outhrng those elements necessary 
for recreational opportu tres om thew newhborhoods Ge den clubs, bosting clubs. 
and other user goups sso have input into the planning process. Fort Worth wees its 
Gewgn comrwttee and sector planreng representatives as information input groups 
Both Grand Prarie and Plano conduct apen door city counci! meetings. in addition, 
community groups such as the Community Housng improvernent Committee (CHIC) on 
Grand Prawve have opportunities for input into the park planning process. 


Staffing was wouced as 2 shortcoming in the Datias Parks and Recreation Department, 

and additional manpower was needed to carry out the planning aspects of the department. 
Quali fred auplcants were abundant but the budget lmitatrons would not allow 
employment of these cand:dates 


The purisdectrons do not have the capability to conduct in depth research on 
recreational needs mm thew respective areas Most of the rehance on intracity 
movernent and changing nexghborhoods placed upon the plannrng departments but 
Grand Prawve ar” Plano do not have planrwng departments to prowde such data 
Rehance on US. Bureau of the Census Gata 6 empractical due to the rapid 
transformations in many urben areas 


Research funds are avaiable to the indnidual murmcpaslties through MUD MEW. 

or other governmental agencees. These research grants do not prowde funds for studying 
recreational needs and problerns rather they are used to gather data about housrng 

and various sOcraeconormnc COmd trons 


Other than emvrronmenta! education feld trips sponsored by the public schoo! systern 
and progr arnrned actrvitees for lersure treme programms to educate recreatrorets are 

not avaliable Praper use of partiands enwronmental education and efforts to educate 
users ©” New skills are Not berng programmed However efforts are berg made to 
inform citizens about prog arms thet are avaliable through the toca! perks department 
Piano + publ-catron of scheduled surmmer actrvitres 6 a good example of 2 local 
newsietter Sarmue! Grand mm Dallas also prowdes newghborhood remdents with 

a Wet of actewrtees offered at the center 


PARKS AND RECREATION FINANCING 


The -urndectonel anelyses were acoomp ished by a number of methods Jurisdictions! 
budgets were closely rewewerl to deterrmene priortes, and parks and recreation 
departmental budgets were analyzed for revenues and expenditures Parks and recreations! 
personne! were asked to comment on msuer they considered sg ficant Admmenestrative 
and organizational structures were exarwned for problerns and apportunities and an 
ausesermment was made of the roles of various levels of government to determine 

alternative strategres for emprowng the interrela*:onstup of these levels 


BUDGET COMPARIGONS 
An aneiyes of the reletronsiyp of the recreation bur et to the total puriedictrans! 
budget shows that on Datias 9 percent of the tuta! budget allocated to recreation 


? percent in Fort Worth, 9 percent in Grand Prairie, and 8 percent in Plano 
A comperson of per Capita public expenditures 6 shown on the following tate 
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COMPARATIVE PUBLIC EXPENDITURES PER CAPITA 


(FISCAL YEAR 1976-77) 
Owl es Fart form Grant Pere Pere 
Pr ee OT oe WT oe ede eT Tae a 
en poe. of 812.000) pop of 358,000) pop. of 66,000) pop. of 3.000) 
Pouce $%# 62 - $2726 $272 
 onecteve 
Servers 
Powe & Fore) - 1“ 7 - 
bre $19 - $1600 $184) 
Put Works - $6.10 - - 
Srreets and 
Sem ator $% 6) - - 
Parts and 
Recreation $70.11 $144) $13.03 $ oo) 
Sot d Wacte 
Cotten thor - - - $12.70 
5 nares - $11.10 + 
Ser tation - - sii 42 - 
RECREATION INCOME 
SOVACES OF RECREATION INCOME 
(FISCAL YEAR 1976-77) 
Chet las Fort Wort Grand Pr mre Pew 
Genes Aogrogre 
hen of Loo 
Ceonwen vere 1 om es, | nom aon 
Gene a ODF gator 
Bonds nm* 1! * 
User Charges and 
6 pes 6a% Pan. Th! 20 O% 
£ nce a Cor arts / 2%" “Om “nm 


Teen and Predectabelty of Income 

in general, there were only two areas of funding that jurisdictions had problems 
with on termeng and precectabelity bonds were unpredictable Gue to the requirement 
of holdeng 2 public election on each bond msue, and feders! funds were consitured 
very unpredictable because purisdictioms frequently Gd not know whet thew level 

of federal funding would be unt! after thew face! year planning had been completed. 
Terreng for these funds wes considered generally far. 


Reompt of Federal Funds 


PER CAPITA RECEWT OF FEDERAL FUNDS USED FOR RECREATION 


(FISCAL YEAR 1976-77) 
BOR Coes EDA ooT 
Oates $ 012 $00 - - 
Fort Worth 139 16 - 8 o61* 
Grand Py aerve 462 1308 $43 7 
Pane 1o™ 2 = . 


“Ths was fromm @ one treme Gemmonstraton @ ant 


The adrrenstrators for federal programms are listed below 
Delia — Coordw.stor of federal programs in city manager's office 
Fort Worth — Assistant city manager for develapment 
Grand Prane — Community develapment coordenator in city manager's office 


Piano — Parts and Recreation Department 


PROGRAM AND AMOUNT 
Cates Fort Wart Grand Prewe Pare 
COS8G S$ ee Ss 7m S$ Oo 5 
LwCr ~ coe 
or ca! got 9) 440 498 S00 oo goo 76) 6 
Owner - 217) 000" 78% G00" - 


* Department of Tramagar tation Dhewey Gemonst ator gant 
* Econormn Devetagrment Adrrrwrstr atom Categorcal gant 


RECREATION EXPENDITURES 


Oe ae Fort Wort Grand Py mrve Paw 
Cage tal $8 900 000 $2,316,400 $2,194,000 $524 S00 
One ators and 
Mantenarce § 300 G00 2 790 864 430672 240 G00 
P og arms ? 300.000 17 8 4'3,.88) ~ ™) 
Piarwromg and 
Teen 300 G00" ? 2 $80 ) ao 


Tig Foguere ome kudos @rgerener rng Gesegr wert 
' The co ty Cowld net seperate ffs expendeture fromm the shove terms 


27 


Roque or $2 $00 Guo Neo OF Rat Gown S$ 0.000 tS oO 
Oeveragemen 2.900000" made by te 2,670,200" 16m 900 
Rerebe tateor soo 900 ory 73.000 ° 


“The Grand Pyare Parts end Recreaton Department recewed ¢ greeter then average amount 
Of Neder a) turds ts year the Dallas Parts and Recreation Department recewed « 

tous Man average ammount Feder a funds omrngr ve the teggest there of Cage ta tardget 

eo gend tures 9 troth commer tees 


Uses of Federal Furcds 

Federal fundeng programms that heave been used on the Detias/Fort Worth area include the 
LWCF  aserstance programs under the auspices of the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Sernce revenue sharing prograrm, COBG program. and Community Services Admmurustration 
gants Each of these programs «6 Giscumed be'ow. followed by « Grscusson of the 

prog ems used by each jurisdiction 


The LWCF prowdes gants for soquisition and/or develapmen: of parks and recreations! 
tacritees to . ofrtical subdivisions of the state Grants may be used for « wide 

range of owtdoor recrestron proyects, such a8 piCrwc areas, inner city parks, 
Campgrounds tens courts boet launching ramps brke travis, Outdoor sammmng pools, 
and support facilites such as roads and water supply systerns F acritees must be apen 
to the public and not lmted to special goups 


The US Fish and Wridtite Service manntanns an assistance pragram thet provides 

for the protection of wid berds and mammals and assures mazimurn apportum ties for 
Americans to benefit from fish and wiidiife resources Dingell Johnson and Pittman 
Robertson g@ ants are used for lermited nvolvernent on urban fisheng and neture study 
prog arms Grants to states for fish and wiidiife proyects may be orvented towerd 
urben popwlatrons at state drscretion The Tremity River Greenway between Dallas and 
Fort Worth has been ident: fed as having potential for wridhfe habrtat and refuges 
Portions of the corridor showld be investigeted further so as to protect enclaves 

atong the river thet could be managed for these purposes and be eligible for fecter a! 
aettance 


The Department of the Treasury prowdes Gere t unrestricted finance! aserstance to 
state and lace! governments through its revenue sharing program Loca! governments 
Getermune how much revenwe wil! be alloceted to urban services Recreatrone! and 


apen spece prag am needs should be gven hugher priority ‘hen has been grven on the 
past to Cor pete with other serwoes for these funds 


COBG turds may be weed to seeet = soguering res! property for preservation o 

restor eteor of hestorec Stes and propertees. wren Geautrtcetron COmserwetion 

of apen spece oetural resources oO soem sree prowmon of recrestors! 
Opporturwts of gudence of urben Gevelapment They can ais) be weed for comstructing 
oO metals pubic works proyects mchudeng recrestons! cent rs and tachtees 

To be ehgitie for 2 Diack grant, the app cent must prowdde « gaemmmary of « Dyer 

plan Gentifyeng Commun ty needs a methods to mart those needs There a 2 great 
Gemand tor community centers in t ¢ Detlies/Fort Worth ares end COBG turds cowld be 
weed to sliewsie thet pratiern 


The Cormemnumty Serwces Agrmstration has summer recreate. *r="apwtation grants 
thet help to provide traraportation tor Gaadventaged youths trom 6 to 14 years of¢ 
Te progam slows purchase of recreations! supphes and tranaportation \ chartered 
Oty tranet system buses) The program could be utilized om the larger cites 


Ostia COBG funds experded on recrestion were used exciuervety for recreations! 
tacelity COMBtrUCTION ©m Genegneted Communit) develaprmnent areas and the LWCE was 
used to soquire a 1O-ecre site in finencene endendual proyects, the Datias Parks 

and Recreation Department found categorical gants adequate in meeting overall! caprta! 
wnprovernent needs, however, feders! funds fell far short 


Fort Worth Approsmaetety 95 percent of the COBG funds expended for recreation 
went fur develapment of faceitees such as bel! feids and playgrounds arth the 
remarreng 5 perce... gorng for land acqurertion The LWCF was used for acquisition 

and construction at one part ete and 2 DOT Dewey Gemorstration gant was used for 
& teoyole tral slong the Trinity River. Fort Worth, tke Deties, fownd federal funds 
adequate for capital emprovernent proyects but insuffroent mm meeteng overall part 
reeds There were no protlerns on grant delwery 


Grend Prane Approsenetely $100 G00 of COBG funds expended for recreation 
emt to aoguire two Stes with the remarnder gorng into develaprment of facets. 

nc buchen a softhel! fretd @ recreation burideng and tenes courts there was 

#80 aoQquietion of one Pwetorsc structure The LWCF grant wes used for an outdoor 
tarmrmning OO! and Durideng Econom Devetapment Adrunstrat.on funds were used 
tor a park mamntenance Comptes imchudeng a storage facrity and greenhouse F ecdera! 
funds were thought to be too restrictive as to whch actrwities are atiowatple (for 
exarmpte the LWCE 65 restriction on indoor facets) No problerns were ident) fed 

" Gant delwery 


Piero =—_ Apron mately one therd of the LWCF grant was used for land aoquim tion 
with the remander used for develapment of tenes courts @ multwenpose center and 
other mew facets Plano found federal pragrarns to be effective and adequate 
There were mo protlerns om grant delrvery 


Ce gerteture eet osercees 
Delia taund the most on teca! ares tor turdeng to be the Grertagement of ew Taceiters 
oO” prewaun) aOQurred awh 


Land soguetor and Gevetapment = Fort Worth was th largest requrement tor tunds 


The greetest furedeng Gefecrency om Grand Prawrce was the experman of ettietec 
tacitan 


Money tor land aoget to" © fapedy Geveiag -@ parts of the orty eas the greetest 
reed © Plane 


‘9 aGdehon there eas generally a need for moressed revenues for aperetan and 
maertonence of parts Tht was Curent © taro aeyt oatelty Of scrme Corry tame 

to aper ste and arntan ape spaces they Cowld aog“uer? and aperaton and marntenanwe 
FeQu TeNTS Preventing Come ties fromm Mawrg frnar.a! resauroes tO aOgurre 

add hore! arcs 


Categor es of expenditure tor atech there are mmaufficment of none etent sources of 
revenue in hude Cap tal mproverment pragramns and aoguiatan of uTeque OF senertwe 
lands oF lands © advance of devetapmment Frequently oe genera! publ dors mot 
realize the benefits to be garned fromm the aoquiertion of lands om thus category 
hence funds are madequate 


Alter netiven to increased F unde 

Although there are alternatives to soreased fundeng thew success varies from crty 

to City and even fromm meghhorhoad to neghborhoad The alternatives dracu sed below 
may OF may Not be applicable to funding pratlerns om ondrwdual purredec trons 


Morecpal tees can request aserstance from the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 5 Tectrwoa! 
Asentance Program to explore alternatives to tradrtrone! approaches for drrec. 

publ fmanceng Ths pray am emphasizes Cooperation with the private sector om 
meeting puble recreation needs Through COaper ative agreements eth patric agrees 
and donetions trom the private sector the pragram has actweved notable resuits 

The progam emnphas res Coord:natron of federal pragrans prowdeng techrwca! assretanoe 
™ Outdoor reoreatron and assets states lone! governments and privete interests 

° devetapeng and aper ating pragrarns to meet oubi« needs for outdoor recreat ron 

ard related erwrrommmental qual ty 


A suerte of Commer tees have established apece! purpose apen space or part foundetrons 
a tools to Channel private funds onto ther parts and recreations! programs The toundaetron 


*§ supported by laans donetions gants land gifts fund rareeng efforts and mernterstap 


fern Ornce Cet aeateed a8 8 DUO) RO Ie Char Lae Orga rato of 6 elegiie 
for tee exemgt status unde secteon SO 1c) 2) of the iraerne Rewrnue Cade Ase 
wewete genie «@ toute may act etal mary of Te ergot: (Mert 
often leret the eftectwenrs of coe slate of teders! agen 


Orne ormarns for sr ater fo BOQUIE BOO TeOe CROTRST IO” areal Ce Greriagrrent 
acts 6 .© reguirt Gevrtapers to Geduete s Certen percentage of Ther pragerty a 
portion’: A tee pradectorns levee gentlemen) agreement ath Geertapers 
settle see ape” apece par$”es Moerve eeGence Geos Met ka ary aregernernts 

wre Ot wleeyt ughend Dy he Geer eed the parts Gear trent Bort OTS Pe Cae 
2 prem pre tor ape space 


Ar eftectove eas (0 asburt aGequete reCreetio” lands mo Tew Kren & Trough 
adaptor of s recrestion ordmarce Such ordererers motude ethers fined percentage 
formula  reguering The tutiewedier to Gonete a fi eed percentage of the tote! land 

wee oF 8 Gerety formula requring the Gevevaper to Gedcate land according 

to the eusrter of resents thet reeede Or aw!) remade om the arma Gorme ermal tes 
requere thet lend set aecde be suvtatie for part and recreetons! weds |f the ares 

we" sede 4 not COmducrve to recreation the Gewetaper cust then pay @ fee om bw 

Af ded ator 


Ih SOPre Stance: devetagers ded ate flaadpians and undevetanatie lands for part 
and recreetione! purposes Although these lands are mot refused By the purrmacketions 
the desered ree! estate has to be aoguired trom the develaper at nfisted costs | aca! 
pur edkctrons are often reluctant to use mandatory Gedwation as a too! due to 

povtca! prewure of special mvterest goups but they should be tater advantage of 
eapecially comedering the rapid develapement ocourring 6” The COP eI THes SurrOUmTcbrrg 
C Aas and Fort Worth 


det BGC OMS Can Control! land wees mmchudheng apen apace through 20-r@ ordenances 
The ote? restramnt on the use of ordinances « poltical Land use comtro's are 
really veewed unfavorably and atternpts to mneterment them are usually mret eth 
vigor Gus res otance Dy specie! mmterest groups 


Another means of aogur ng partiands « through donations Approsmmetely one therd 
of the Dallas parts systern has been donated by private mdrweduals or orgarnzat rors 
Outright donations (fee semple estate) are hoghly dese able methads for comvey rng 
praperty The owner Dy execution of a standard deed gves the land to @ governmental 
agency Ths 6 the sermplest and most Grect land @ ft and usually prowdes the 

Geetest tar benefits to the donor 


Foundaet-ors Duernesses Corporations and hstorcal groups are a potential 
comtridutors of ree! or persone! praperty Tas moentrves motude the following 
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Gets of ree! of persons! praperty trom meduals Tet have teen terid by the 
Gomer tor | yeu oF more are GeGuctitie trom De Gore's edpmtied yor com - 
D percent of sGumted gou moome to he yer geen plus § yeas for carrying 
ower any CnOrm 


A ton Geducetion of wp to SO percent to the Goner’s adeted wom moom « 
showed tor git: of cash and unappreceted res! o persone! property A 5S yee 
carryover 4 so slowed tor any pert of the gift et exceed: the 5D percent 
Om bong 


Gifts trom corpo ators are leeeeted by moore tas leet to § percent of pretas 
moore, regerdiess of whether the gift . cash oF res! oF persone! property. 
However any excess over 5 percent can be carreed over and Geductad i the 


sucowedeng 5 yearnt 


The 1! cownty Delia Fort Worth metrapies ravis as the 10th largest marheting ares 
om the Urwted States as measured by effective buying mmoome and papwieton It a the 
headquarters for the second largest mwrnter of fe mmmurance Compernes the Urwted 
States, with more than 200 comperwes and (ts 2 regonae! benting center arth the 
two largest bents in the South The largest concentration of aut of house compe ter 
Pardwere software services on the Country are also located om the SMSA Based 

OF Ths eCOMOrNC strength there are many other private resources thet Cowld Comtribwte 
to the norease of parts and recreations! pragramms f thew help was sought 


Utezeng volunteers could be an effective means of 2 sorng the reed for additions! 
prog em staf! There are numerous sources for volunteer: mohudeng mot only loos! 
pubic service groups but also prog arms such «st Big Brother Big Sister Foster 
Grardparents etc The mann determinant for useng these pragramns « the level of 
perteowpetion om ine Lome t, and the atelty of the parts and recreetion departrncnt 
to (mOOrpor ate therm ento its ar tiwrtes 


Cortan facilites such a8 prorwe tables and benches can be constructed by vooetrone! 
educator Classe uTwors who donete labor of other commuwty goups Also equammnent 
and lator sometimes awe latte fromm emeltary reserve urwts for pute serve 

provects 


Mary vatuatie resources are avaiable through coaper ative efforts aeth the priwete 
wetor indewiduels and Corporations oan Gonete ree! or persone praperty or cash 

to stretch the awa late tecer a! and state doviars F owndetoons ard puitrlec utility 
compere Ca donate funds or offer assets to prowde rweded parts and recreation 
and aper apace lands and facites Mary other mecherwens eset such as the Gifts 
tor Parts Catatag Concept wfrch promotes donations by mdrwduatls and can be 
eftectively weed to morease Drivete sector partic qnetran mm Geli PROrReT Orne 
ORO Tum hee 


USER CONSIDERATIONS 


Variations in programmed recreational activities in the study area depend on citizens’ 
demands and expendable revenue in the jurisdictions budgets The most extensive example 
of varied programmed activities was found in Plano. Piano's programs ranged from 
activitees for preschoolers to those for senior citizens. Due to the demands placed 

upon the Parks and Recreation Department by a rapidly growing community, Plano 
emphasizes programming of active recreation and constructive lersure learning. Activities 
include acrobetics, gymnastics, tap and ballet, tennis, arts and crafts, belly dancing, 
cooking, sewing, and dog ownership. in comunction with these programs, men's and 
women's softhe!l! remains @ popular sport during the season. These programs are held 

at public schools, the golf course, the recrestion building, libraries, and the 

natatorium. Due to the relatively small size of Plano, spatia! distribution of the 
programs Goes not seem to be a major factor thet impedes acoest 


in Grand Prawne, the Parks and Recreation Department also coordinetes with the local 
schoo! district in programming public activities at schoo! facilities. Instruction 
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mm tenes end arts and crafts are held at the high school. in the morthesst sector 

of the city, the only organized actiwtes are Conducted at the putwor hugh schoo! 

at the school. The Grand Prairse Community Center, loceted in the central busines 
datrict, prowides programs for senior citizens, Gences for the community, and various 
events sponsored by Communty groups 


Dallas offers a wide variety of programmed opportunities at its parks and recrestional 
sites. Some of the more popular outdoor programs are softball, foothell, soccer, 

and tenes. Ove to its popularity, the softhell program utilizes every avwilable bell 
diamond maintained by the department. Various programs include arts and crafts, 

on panting, and volleyball as indoor activities. The centers offer programs 

Gepending upon demand for a particular activity; for example, soccer 6 not as popular 
mm south Dallas as it is in the Kiest Park area. indoor activities such as card garnes, 
shermnast’cs, and arts and crafts are offered to senior citizens at most centers. 


Fort Worth's Parks and Recreation Department operates and maintanns mene recreation 
centers. The most popular programmed activities are tearm sports such as softball. 
soccer, basketball, and flag footbell. Arts and crafts, exercise classes, Spanish 
imstruction, card games, and yoga are also offered at centers. As in most cities 

wm the area, softball is offered at every avaliable ball diamond under the auspices 

of the citywide league. 


Since the variety of indoor and outdoor programmed activities at the centers is formulated 
on a demand/response basis, successes and failures are difficult to measure The centers 
respond to the demand for a particule’ activity by interested participants. if demand 

is NOt great enough to make a class fe zible, the program will not be implemented. 

Thus, softhell may be categorized as a highly successful program due to its number 

of participants and avellability of opportunity. A failure may be « program thet did 

not materialize due to insufficient response. Other noted successes are arts and crafts, 
shermnastics, and turmbirng. 


Special group programs varied in the study area. Programmed activities for the 
handicapped were the least addressed issue in the citres studred Although Dallas, 

Fort Worth, and Grand Prairie have some opportunities for this group, the range of 
activitees leaves much to be desired Grand Prairie hosts an annual summer playground 
program for physically and mentally handicapped persons at Turner Park and holds an 
annual Special Olymprcs for hand:capped persons Aside from the programs mentioned. 
handicapped individuals do particepete in regularly programmed and nonprog armnmed 
activities according to thew ability 


The mayorty of recrestonal services to handicapped persons are suppleed by privete 
agencees. A typical program for mentally handicapped persons «6 thet conducted by 
the Delles chapter of the Nations! Assocation for Retarded Crhvidren. They heve 
programrrung for chwidren, adolescents, and adults. They have surmmer camp programms 
for chwidren at five sites, with tecilities for appronimetely 20 chwidren at each of 
these sites. Day carnpertes are located at Dallas cty parks There are adolescent 
progroms at 10 locetions and adult programs at city parks, commercial facilites, 

and at the agency ite!f. In addition, the Dallas Special Olympics are coordinated 
through th chapter of the National Assomation for Retarded Chwidren. 


Prog arms for the phrymcally handicapped are typrfred by the Dallas chap’er of the 
United Cerebral Palsy Association. They heve prog ams for children anc adults, and 
Gay care « avellable for children. Recrestional activi"ses consist of arts and crafts, 
field trips, and children’s play. The adult program is referred to as Adult Life 
Enrichment. This consists of field trips (including tri 3s to cultural and sporting 
events), bowling Grrwng. and general group get togethers There is 2 long waiting 
st of persons wisheng to yorn. This agency is also planrung a therapeutic recreational 
center in conjunction with the cit) of Dallas. When completed, it will include a 
natatormum. a gy™. and equipment such as wheripoo! beths 


The mayor needs of these agencies were removal of architectural barriers, provision 
uf proper staff and facilities, and enproved access. Facilities and staff are now 

too few and frequently in only one location in the metropolitan area. This means, 
m effect, that handicapped persons in surrounding Communities are mot served at all. 
There «6 neither a facility near enough for easy access nor 2 means of transportation 
avellable to take them to a central city facility. 


Cormnpared to other special groups, sermor citizens recerved adequate attention in 
prog armed activities. Most recreation centers offered a variety of activities for 

the elderly, rncludeng arts and crafts, card games, cooking, dorminoes, shirmnastics, 
jogerng. and swermrmyng Although many centers offered these actrvities, some sermors 
felt access or lack of transportation was stil! a problem. 


Progr armed activities for particular ethric groups were not reported to exist. The 
activities offered are such that no program caters to a particular ethnic group or 
culture. it was found thet programmed activities were primarily related to age groups 
rather than to ethrec groups 


Most of the programmed recreational services on the study area are provided by local 
governments but a few nonprofit organizations offer lermited recreational opportunities 
in south Datias, the St. Phillips Community Center offers a basketball program for 
@retto teenage boys and « day care service for working mothers, and the American 
indian Center on east Dallas provides ping pong and self defense classes on a limited 


sale. The YMCAs in afl four jurisdictions offer recrestions! opportunities, bu’ 
are lerrwted by furndeng 


Arts and crafts were found to be « popular leteure activity af the recrestion 

centers. Cerarmics, ov panting, wood crafts, and macrame are some of the more 
prevalent activites and are offered to af! age groups From the budgets rewewed. 

(t was Noted that the bulk of the mormes expended went to recrestions! programs and 
athietcs in Dallas, 47 percent of the total program expenditure wes earmarked 

for recreation and athietecs (expenditures for arts and crafts were not posible 

to obtarn) Fort Worth a‘iotted approximately 33 percent of its parks and 

recreation budget for programms Plano expended approxmnately 29 percent of its 
parks and recreation budget for programming it must be noted that Piano's 
Community Schoo! Recreation Program is regulated on a “break even” basis. All fees 
collected for classes support and finance the program. These simple fees go to the 
imstructor and for suppres No program expenditures were obtarnabie from Grand 
Prawie. 


Plano, with its wide variety of programming, offers tap dancing and | allet to 
preschoolers and teens. and @ nominal fee is Charged to participants. Most of the 
betlet classes are held in the recreation buriding Other activities in the performing 
arts were not reported in other jurisdictions. 


The most extensive environmental education program identified in the reyron is at 

the Fort Worth Nature Cenver and Refuge Programs include guided nature walks cooperative 
programs with scout groups and public schools, an interpretive center, and a self. 

quiding nature trail. There are nearly 30,000 persons served yearly by staff programs 

and approximately 85.000 who visit the facility. The facility itself covers an ares 

of approximately 3,30) acres, consisting largely of Lake Worth and adjacent land. The 

ste 1s primarily natural, with 15 miles of traits, a buffalo range, unspoiled natural 
areas, and Greer island. Unfortunately, the location of the facility is remote from 

most residential areas and is mmaccessibie without privately owned vetucies or sore 

form of public transportation 


Marsalis Park 200 and the aquarium at Fai Park in Dallas have organized educations! 
programs for schools and other interested groups. The Martin Luther King Community 
Center in south Dallas hosts various field trips to museurns, nature centers, and 

perks throughout the SMSA. Private organizations, such as the Sierra Club, are 
wnwolved 1m public enwironmental education programms Public service organizations, 
such as the League of Women Voters, are involved in public education on particular 
environmental mnues 


Pubic schools Neve beeeted emweroements! educetion programs Fort Worth schools 

utile the Fort Worth Nature Center. and sometemes students take freid trips to 

neturel eres oF to 2008 Of museums For exemple, the Fort Worth 200 presented progres 
to approsemetety 20 G00 schoo! chwidren 


There a. om general. @ shortage of soorssible resource areas for enwrormmenta! 
education Pubbc netural open apece areas are essential! for tha type of actewity 


Barriers to recreations! apportumw tees appeared om werrous form: in sowth Detigs. 
those pertons aithout privately Owned vetuctes had problerns getteng to the Marten 
Luther King Community Center. Public tranaportation is limited and is not eveliable 
to the center or other part etes From the respondents « was learned thet many 
elderly crtizems and youths do mo. attempt to welt to parts for fear of muggers 

and other creminets. Therefore Gittance and creme prevell as berrvers to recrestions! 
apportumtes Some of the amusements on Fa Part are com aper ated and Geaprte the 
location of the park, many residents choose mot to wisit the site. In east Dalian, 

at the Sarnuel! Grand Part swimming pool rac! Greturbences were reported to have 
occurred 


Dwe to the lack of parks in Fort Worth's sowth side, many residents must seek recrestions! 
opportunites on other areas of the city G. ~sronelly @ socoeconormc group moves 

nto an area Gommnated by persons from a different group or by residents mm the 
emenechate wcerwty of the park The dormnation of parks and recreational facelities 

by one ethnic c socee! group wes voroed by respondents as 2 serious problem it 

was learned that oftentimes some remdents apted to remamn home rather than to wrert 

a park and be intemdeted by other park users 


in Grand Prawne. problerns of scoessibylity were attributed to the location of 
recreational facilities on one side of the city Texas Highway 377 bisects Grand 

Prairie into its northern and southern sectors. making pedestrian access to Cottonwood 
Park difficult for residents north of the highway. By the same token, those residents 
to the sowth of the arterial must rely on privetely owned vehicles for access to the 
Community Center ummedhetely north of the highway Grand Pramne has no public 
tramaportation system and remdents must rely heavily on privately owned vetuctes 

nN COMduCcting Garly actrvities 


Most of Piano's recreation facrltees are located im east Plano The netatorium whch 
attracts partrcwpents year around « ome of the mos’ papular facilities of the system 

Those persons residing in west Plano must “ely on privately owned vetucies for access 
to east Plano. Plano has no public tranaportation system and U.S Highway 76 is the 
mayor berrver separating the helves of the city 


Tramportation for recreational prograrms may not be feasible in smatier crtres such 
as Grand Prawve and Plano These rapidly growing emailer entites are mating every 
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eftart to Beep BEC! arth Mowseng Gevriapments om thee comemurteen Puta tranapor tat on 
to recrest:orw! areas “ay be more teenie om large urbe eres and srowld be 

owestgeted Another possiteiety « to Close Certam streets for werrous active 

Wort, in adatom the Commemuwty Services Agrrmstr ation prowdes grants tor summer 
recrest.on tramaportaton prag ams for Onadvantaged youths These prag ams may 

ute enrsteng putic tranaportateon systems to take youths to warrous recrest:ons! 

wtes and Gute Drag ars 


Vardelem and lect of seouriTy avere wewed as prot! pens im lower moorme meghiborhoods 
it was Noted thet some resents mm east Detias Go not venture near Garrett Part after 
Gert because of lace! Grug and prostrtution problems Grand Pramse and Plano conmsdered 
werdalern mmewtatie But mo mayor modents were reported One reapordent stated 

that the remedy to vendetrern begs at homme through praper parental gurdance of 
Chidren and tarrey 


Sermering pools programms for serwor citizens and tot lots were some of the mos 
dewred prag arms of newhborhoad respondents Seenemng pools are often overcrowded 
and plans tor mew pools are im order for Grand Prairie and Plano. Serior citizens’ 
pragrarms even though the most addressed specie! group are nm greet demand at most 
centers and om most newghborhoads However tranaportation for the elderly rermarns 

a probiern 


The consensus of Delias/Fort Worth residents is thet there 6 2 need for more 

parks located on the newhborhood areas for primary use by preschoo! chwidren 

and the elderly Because of thew age, they are less mobile and have need of close by 
recreation sowroes There sa need for upgrading part facilities Thies would morease 
utrizatron of underused parts and reduce the overuse of those parks with greeter 
develaprnent and recreational resources |t was felt thet recreational centers should 
provide more activities for teenagers other than ethiet« programms and a more drverse 
whedule of actrwity for serwor ortizens 


Fear of piryerce! atsault and lect of tranaportatron were given as primary reasons for 
not ueeng parts Newhborhood residents expressed the need for imoreased seourity 
and public tramaportation im order to partomete mm recreational actrwitres 


The puriedhctronal agencees are aware of the needs expressed above and of then 
shortcomings The parts and recreation departments are gearing thee efforts to meet 
public needs for recreation by expanding the pragrarns withen the bermits of ther 
budgets At the same terme. parks and recreation offimats are trying to aoquire new 
part prope tres with help fromm federal and state governments 


Konds of Arem Dewred 

Small negborhood parks would be) to | acre mn sve. ath playground equement 
and shaded sreas arth benches Such perks would sso fill recrestrons! needs wm 
pert Gefmuent neghhorhoods, especullly m the older and poorer areas of the 
SMSA 


The need for more neturel eress, such as river corridors, thet would offer hiking, 
freteng and cancerng was incecated by some rendents Other part develaprment needs 
are tacelties for Decychine. joggeng. seeming, and tenes 


Konds of Related Actrwrtees 

Neegniborhood interveews imd:cated thet parks with recreations! centers need to expand 
thew act: ves for teenagers and the elderly For teenagers, more apportunitres 

are rweded other than the extensive athletic programs offered Activites im the 
performing arts and arts end crafts wowld satisfy thus need. For the elderly, although 
there are diverse prograrns. it os felt that there should be more mnovetive planreng 

of thew activites order to encourage more contact with other age groups, especially 
young chwidren with whom they could share thew experrences and skills as a learneng 
process for the youngsters Where feasible outdoor recreational areas showld be 
deveiaped for use by hand-capped individuals 


The success of cooperative efforts between park and schoo! officials offers the best 
means of utrlizeng resources avariable for recreation Citizens fee! thes good use 
of thew tax monies, and city officials hape to continue this joint program. 


Adequacy of Recreational and Open Space Resources 

The consensus of newghborhood interviewees and city officials s that exrsteng 
recreational and open apace resources are scarcely meeting present needs in sorne 
mmetanoes park faceiitees are mmadequate and overused and some need improvernents 
o replacement Although recreational centers heve a variety of activities for the 
public. there s still the need to prowde more programs for the teenagers. serwor 
citizens and hand:capped mndrviduals 


Acquistion of apen spece for recreational! develaprnent a priority for murncepel 
pert officials however mores are not always avaliable for aoquiring addi tonal 
property and adrrurstratron and aperatron costs are barely met withen allocated 
budgets City offmrats hape thet monetary grants from federal and state 
governments will be more ready avaliable for fee acquisition before develaprnent 
Goowrt m the avaiable open space and causes property valves to morease 


Preferred | ocatron 

Because of thew le . ‘Gtr lity low moome rewdents prefer smal! newmborhoaod 
parts The more motyle middie rnoome resdents did not indoate a preferred location. 
although they ded state a need for land acquisition slong waterways to allow use by 
the prstylec 


EXISTING RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 
AND ADEQUACY 


RECREATIONAL RESOURCES 


Promary parks and recreational apportumties for the Delias/Fort Worth SMSA are 
adrrerwetered by the cites There are no federal parks in the enmechete ares of 
Detias/Fort Worth, however, the U.S Army Corps of Engineers Goes heave recrestions! 
faceltees om thew reservow areas (Lavon Littie Elm Grapewne and Benbroot) 
Lyndon B Johrson Netone! Grassiand located in Wise County 50 miles northwest of 
Fort Worth, «= adrrunwetered by the US Forest Service and has recreations! facilities 

at Bieck Creek and Cottonwood Lakes Lake Whitney, Cleburne end Lake Minera! Wells 
State Parks are af! within an hour's Grive, two proposed state parks, Lake Aubrey 

and Labewlew, are to be located near Mountain Creek Late 


Part and recreational use in Datias/Fort Worth ¢ relative to the type of resource 


and its acoessty tity Parks with weter onented recreation are very papwlar and 
those parts infrequently used usually lack recreational equipment and facetees or 


Wither the Dalian Fort Worth SMSA are numerous smaller Cotes st only prowsde 
very onal, 2 to Gecre playground perks end may herve NO pow perks ot of. Thee 
COMET Uw THES rely On the parks om meghboreng Crtees to setesty remdents seeds ft 
Se matter thet hes ge~er sted mcressed Comcern emong perks Gepartment off musls 
ord Cty aGrmewstrators The probien effects both Grtributron and scores to perks 


Acces to perts presents « problem to those who Go not Grive avtomateies City 

traraporteton dors not fulfill eeeds of part Usert becawse | 6 premarily Gengred 
t© get workers and shoppers to end from the commercia! comters of the city. For 
Givers. the treeaey syste « excetient for socess to recrestions! resources inede 
ard owterde the crtees 


Large crty perks with imterns! roeds or parkweys and lighted. forme! etvietic taceitees 
are townd primarily mm Detias and Fort Worth These parks may heve « lske oF river 
and usually Neve —Decrous Gassy areas with large trees or szable open areas and Gerse 
tree covered areas The parts normally have a multipurpose center thet can be used 
for meetengs. crafts. visual presentations or indoor sports. prornc sites and @ 

trav are generally prowded 


Greenbe'ts and open spacers dewgneted as pert of a city parks system can vary widely 
The area can be notheng more then a flood channel with me specific recreational 
devetaprment Or it can be develaped and marntarmed even dewgred to prowde 
recreational use mmchudeng traris for Deting and Pebing 


Speciehred city faceitees mnctude murmcpal golf courses wridife sanctuaries 
MOTACTOSS ROPwayt Museu COmpleres and hretorm sites All of these are within 

the metrapetitan area of Datias and Fort Worth Shooting ranges and dog and gun chutes 
are sore additions! uses made of public lands om the study area 


Newghborhood parks generally serve a dretrict of the crty, & oh formal aports fetds 
(enchudeng hghteng) equapmment for imformael play (bastethbe!! softbel! or besehel!) 
"generally prowded and there s usmelly enough fetd apace for foothe!! These 

parts 2)50 pF owde paserve areas with @ neerty stream or ermal! weter body and some have 
ora!) pubic Durideags Not al! newhborhoods have a part of thes type but where 

they exist they are usually kept i good reper and recerve subetantial use The mayor 
actrvrtees om these parts are besehe! socoer bestethe!! foothe!! tecycling 
welting and oggng 


Schoo! associated parts on urban dretrcts have mo mare than one or two practoer 
feiss thet serve many different sports One or two courts for tens and owtdeor 
hestethe!! are generally prowded The cond: on and type of facriities found im thes 
wre pert weary greatly The tendency «@ to hewe fewer facilities rather then more 


Pi ey « ae \ ar ty Part 


\ ghed courtesy Gace of Whee Race | wee Part Datos 


Weter oF eo ted -ecreetior of Mowetan Create | abe 


Cor art OY are 


Vere at ( aee Bay Muted Datias 


7 


the Clear Fart of the Tremty River Gertract 


42 


wed arte ce "he sulle Ofer parts ft (fOr? BOela Gerd mentee ere 
wus!) © tem effivent megthorhoads 


DetriQeteor of perks om Oetias and Fort Worth « terty even but serwce ovens 
tered to be larger then Gene athe tor hugh Gere ty papwistrons Most of the large 
Oty parts Gee wert from 2} to 4 mite raGun and emtermedete sre neghorhood 
parks trequently heave @ | to 2 nile aerwice rads ft 6 2 cose Of NOt enough parts 
wetter comtortatie Getance Berreers to use are crested by freeways buey man 
ater! @reet ed retrosd tracts §* other metanoe public works faceltees 
Suh 28 SORE [eet ENT Dian Th DuTngeng Sato HIRCT Ge! Be tch yards aed 
Stor age areas prevent aooets ath fences lever. of treapess warrernge The volume 
of traffic OF some mayor streets poses @ tormedabie challenge to pedestrians Buty 
oesitlere streets are eapecis!)y Gangerous for the eloer'y young Chwidren and 
parents ath stroller: or carrages Part use by these groups depends on motor 
verecte acoet 


Other cnpedances to scores mc! se aerports Channel red Granage and ateemce of 
wdewelts and foot bridges Cemeteries om Dallas are cocamror ally adyaoent to pute 
parts some allow travel Through Them and some are closed and gated remelting mm 
rowndabowt access Publa tranet « rated good in both Deties and Fort Worth. 

bwt for pert users the transit syetern @ gener ely not « satisfactory means of socess 
Bus routes and transter pornts are tao moonvement for the mayority of peagle to 
reach part destinations in the smmatier commuwtes lhe Grand Prarie and Plano 
there 6 M0 Oty but serwice end most veers arrive by privete car tecycle oF on 

foot Senetier crtees do heave the advantage of fewer abetructions to part access 


Mountam Creet Lake Part  Grar.d Pracrie’s largest part and «@ leased from the oly 
of Detias its primary Gevelapment « « public goll course The orty's other mayor 
perks are aidely Gapersed but locatrorns are somewhat remote and many peaple Grive 
@ thoyele to the parte 


Piano § parts are mostly imtermedete sre newghhorhood parts of 8 to 10 sores and 
devetoued for active sports They are wel! destrituted prowding for ease of 
pedestrian acoess Some of Plano s part land © leased from privete ownert with the 
City Prowdeng upteep and portatie facts Plano s master plan calls for aoness 
straps (bembages) on reghts of wey under power lnes and has rwtieted emplermentation 
of the plan on @ 260 foot aide right of wey commecting recreational facrites Most 
nerghborhoads «9 Plano are wither a calf mie of an B to 10 acre develaped part 
Grand Praere parts are at average Gietanoes of | mile from mewghberhoods but the 
wre of ports are large from '7 to 65 acres Pedestrian sooess «© slong the streets 
and «© Grect and setetactory 


of therm Dut there are exomptioms A surpreaengly large Currier of these parts are 
atten aglt mg Oatevce tor nef@orhoad resdents 


Prey tots tor preactoo! ChiGren are eQugped et tad areas ad Chemin eQuegrment 
They gece ally ewe @ Saeed area at? seeteng for adults These parts ae mot 

pert Olan) ener Ows aed amy Lemme are mocmwrnent)y taceted © @ large ceeghior hand 
or 


Sm and Gevrtagenent of part and recresteon reson oF range trom @ helt acre 
eQuegIped piey ares to bette Gevetaged oetura! areas ath ower ) COD acre: | oted 
Grow are que: '« exaeriss of The aude range of @8 geting recreeteore! reOwror 
eth thee gh ytece! mabe up and sugmeort 


Large Coty Parts 

Keest Pert Oslin 8 =—s-_ Loceted =) sowthwwest Deven thee 204 48 eore part can be 
Chaser fed a6 2 large Commemerwty part prowdeng such facritees as @ recrestion Center 
hghted bell feds and tenes courts pleyfaids @ small sire ing POO! # bebe tran! 
and geome areas Ths part recewes heavy use by a! age grows for orgs wred 

wor ts 


White Roct abe Part Deties = in. the northeast reedenta aree of Delien 
thes 2 300 acre part wrth 1 100 surface acres of water 4 comedered @ regrone! 
pert it offers Boateng frateng leghted bell feids tenes courts pleygrourds 
Peorwe areas arth shetters @ bebe trae! and severing faceltees ft ateo has @ 
ora!) Satural Peetory crerseuern 


Trewty Part. Fort Worth Central Fort Worth is the ete of thus 763 sore 

pert with the Clear Fort of the Triewty River detlrmeting the eastern boundary 

of the part Wither the leemets of thes wooded part are s Japanese garden « hotarwna! 
@rden prom areas playgrounds @ bebe tran and @ COnjesmrOn Gper ated murneture 
retroad Ths part os the erte for the annual Meytest @ papwiar and growing eff aw 
tor Fort Worth ortivers 


Sonal! Neghhorhood Playground Parts 

Piano » Cote Cownty hes 10 parks, 9 of whech are tome then 10 aores in cize The 
wneller meghhorhoad parks mchude netural areas weed by the putin sohoots 

Pow rrOOwnental awereness pragam Mh long end Det ing tracts frrough @ leeer greertett 
area playgrounds uv dighted ettietc fields and prom: areas The larger parts 

aso have Ughted @ hieta playfetds and rest rooms Schoo! areas are usually adaoert 
to Gewgneted part areas and there 1s @ port effort of the parts and recreation 
Gepartmen! and ( uti schaets to wee sotoo! fants such a8 am emer suyrrrrreng 
poo! and ple ong fetcde Parent teacher organ zatrons offer finance play equmrment 
tor placement » orfty parts mest to schoo! property 


Grant Prare 3 cpreraly taceted @ te Oslas Fort Wort SWSA Newer woud 
peygouras are om the S to Becre wre uauelly hewrng piey OQuEgrmet be! fend 
mwtuee pewed arem tut and Seed vem 


Komtte Part om Ontigs @ claseited a: 2 pley tot because & @ only | 7) acres, 
Ors 8 FeSO ety bialt eYyorhaad of sat) cert a Oelian Premarin 
Geegred tor presto and ere! schoo age Chetiren the part has phey & Qe Grrernt 
ard turt There @ @ hegh cae apertrneed Bulideng ot thee ete tor elderly Ot ere 
There are mo ages fac ltas tor the eiderly although sewers auido benches 
wd comteng g's art prowded 


Forest Part another play tot © sowth centre Osten | 4) acres ze 6 Gevetaped 
or 2 larger scale then Kemtne Part ft hase egthorhond goo! play tanita @ 
Orang tauvtan and proms tabies The playground equgement m tis part sm 
Gerepe oe grows are Tiered and untept avd the part « atwaed by woree's 


Tras? Gum erng tege Carteng and other meus ¢ eeediornt Negthorhaad decay 
appears to be a mayor factor © the mart 6 dec tene 


lotermedete Cornernemety Parts 

Z Boaz South Part om sawthwest Fort Worth «6 comprand of | }4 4 acres comtarwng 
large ature trees and struts ath turf on the aper areas Mary s Crest and Walnut 
Creet prowde 1% eles of fahatrte stream Play areas are fully equqmed Thws part 
also has ComOrete Graces ter Nye crate! arplanes (Ped Baron fend) and two got 
Org anges. 


Lave Ciff Part «@ located o southwest Detias and « comer aed of 44 § acres comtarwag 
a 13 Deurtace sore late ft has bel! Geemmonds lighted terns courts @ rmrerltnree 

Ow play OQu@enent amd promoting facdties Ties part offers henchmen @ grasty 
ateshore welts amd flowermg trees and struts 


Cormeen ys erwt (rpm Sgn 

Detias Wats the Tremety River Greenway and Rachester Part The Trimty River Greenway 
49° Bree dei meeted on The past and west , an made levees and ertends trom Tesas 
Mghwey '14 sowth to the Gull Coterauc and Senta Fe Ratroad crosng for @ total 
acreage of 223293 Wether these beets are two adkteome! ra troads amd 10 rae 

auto Thorough tares crogeeng the rover Tht greemaey area « devo of trees and 

Sy ahh have Men Meare fo WeaRer abet ue Teams Gher eng lands The grass Covernd 
levees are of Gert Cometruction et a 3 to | shape with @ 16 toot crown and are atowt 

FO feet tegh The areter flown freugh tes are 6 Megtyy petty ted trem uaerr earn 
etfiuert of several Sewage treatment plants "On Port sowroes and sOrme rruntr ia! 
waste from the Datias Fert Worth SMSA Upgrading of the Weer Fart to E mwronmnenta! 
Protection Agpecy (EPA) standards has heer started Tare apo sewage treatment plants 


are under comstructhon, upon completion of the plants, a major emprovement im weter 
Quality 4 expected Because of the channelization and polluted nature of the West 
Fork and the fact thet « « prone to periodic flooding, recrestional use 6 practically 
mul. Mabetat for fash and wiidiite a minimal; however, birds feed in water slong the 
geenbelt, and om some areas. trees and shrubs are slowly regrowing. Following 

the ongorng coord:nseted planreng efforts of various Concerned groups, authorites, 
and agencies to clean up the weter, the Trinity River Greerbett ares of Dallas 

should become a valuable resource for future recreational develapment 


Rochester Park in sowth central Dallas les just below the West Fork of the Trinity 
River. The ares could be Gewgneted as a greenbelt because its 1,000 acres (32.9 
acres of surface weter) are relatively undeveloped. it « a forested area with the 

West Fork forming its southern exiremity. On its north perimeter it has a small 
nergnborhood pool. two bal! diamonds. an equipped playground, and prcmmc faci litres. 
The park ¢ well maintained, but is difficult to reach other than by car. 


in Fort Worth there is one designated greenwey area. There i, in a conceptual 
stage, planning for a greenbelt linkage between Trinity Park on the Clear Fork of 
the Trinity and the proposed Gateway Park. 


Golf Courses 

Golf courses in the Dallas/Fort Worth area are plentiful (more than 25) and well 
Gupersed. Most are city operated and are open to the public. In addition there are 
nurmerous private courses for members onty. 


Southwest Fort Worth's Pecan Valley Park, consisting of 610 acres (leased from the 
Corps of Engneers). ties pust below Benbrook Dam and contains an 18 hole golf course 
with a pro shop and maintenance buriding Thes well mantarned area 1s edged by mature 
woods with picnic sites, a play area, and rest room facilities. There are two soccer 
freids withun the park 


Tenison Park's 369 acres in northeast Dallas contains a 36-hole golf facility. Tenison 

8 dewgnated a regional park providing prorucking facilities. Acoeus 1s mainly via 

East Grand Avenue, near interstate 20. immediately north is White Rock Lake Park and 
to the south hes Sarnuel! East Grand Park, both of whch provide further attraction 

to thes area for a variety of recreational experiences. 


Park Corridors 

Piano, Fort Worth, and Dallas are providing the public with linkage parks. These are 
nerrow strips of land that prowide access between larger parks, schools, and neighbor 
hoods. The width waries as terrain or other needs dictate, usually averaging 200 feet 
The corridors trace strearns, tree lines, and power transmission line easements 
Facilities are limited to a trail or bike path, and they also include an occasional 
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puorec table, bench sest. or pley equipment for youns chidren. Fort Worth has 
Geveloped wrniiar bnks slong Cicer Fork, Sycamore Creek, and the West Fork of the 
Trewty Rewer. To a lesser extent Dalles has added linkage sections to White Rock 
Lake Park and Turtle Creek. These strips greatly increase scoess and can effectively 
Guperse certam types of actewe use. 


Cultural and Speciahired Parks 

The hustory of the ares has been primarily focused on early settlers. Exteibits of 

tog Duvidengs territorial era Nardware. and emplements are the man features. Dallas 
City Mestorical Park comtanns restorations and reproductions of buridings and furnistengs 
representative of the early 1800s. The downtown park is in Grametic contrast to the 
tangle of nearby freeways and urben skyline that encompass it. 


Life style presentations of earler cultures are very lemited, a few museurns beng 
about the only places where an a.tempt has been made to relate the history of native 
American people 'soleted log cabins such as om Dallas’ Dealey Plaza and Grand 
Prairie’s Cottonwood Park serve as mute examples of 2 past wey of life. The exhibits 
are bawcally naked, sterile, and manicured, on 2 site now devoid of historical 
environment and surrounded by urban development They are resources with littie 
means of communicating hrstory. 


Dalles’ Faw Park provides a variety of wees that involve a high degree of activity. 

The park « the site of the annwal Texas State Fair, Cotton Bow! sports events, a 
museurn complex for art, scrence, and history, an aquarium, and an amphitheater. All 
facilites are interspersed with a greenway type perk with walks peths, play 
equipment, ponds, gardens, and a conservatory. The park recerves high use on weekends 
and during special events. 


On the opposite side of the park spectrum is the Fort Worth Nature Center and 
Refuge. a 3.300 acre marsh/preserve located between Lake Worth and Eagle Mountarn 
Lake on the West Fork of Trinity River. A major renovation program has been started 
with cormnpletion of a new museum/office facility. The park « primarily a wildlife 
refuge with a road slong the south benk of the Trinity and numerous trails. Greer 
island & ‘eevily wooded and about 40 acres in size, it 6 Connected by @ causeway 
with the shore. The island is a viewing area location and has a rustic pavilion 

Lirerted promicking and fishing sites are found along the shore drive. The terrain 
varves from marsh and sand to bluffs and rough rotling hills 


Above the bluffs are remnants of overlook shelters and a road systern now +n drsreparr 
That portion of the park has been abused severely by Hlega!l dumping and vendaliem 
The nature center and refuge is @ popular attraction, but it 6 not heavily used, 
primarily because it 4 quite remote from Fort Worth neighborhoods and it was not 
intended to prowde high intensity recreation 


ADEQUACY OF EXISTING PARKS AND RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 


Park snventories are enpremive trom the standpowt of number, type, end acreage, 
and location of resowrces 4 good However, resources are just barely meeting public 
Gemands Acquisition of additions! propertees for recrestionsl! use 4 critica! as 
remdential commercial and industria! develapment « rapedly cresting 2 defrot of 
open space in Dalias/Fort Worth. Fort Worth has taken the lead in addressing this 
problem hawing recently passed an ordmmence requiring Gevelapers to Gedicate larcts 
(3 to 5 acres im size) for parks in mew neighborhoods Mandstory part dedication 
requistions wil! at least provide smal! recreational additons on new remdential 
ares. Other means of soguisition, such as fee ample purchase, donation, or 
redemgnaetion of publicly owned surptus lands would supplement park resources 
Lease agreements with governmental agences or private interests can make lands 
averliable for recreation 


Parks with specialized uses include golf courses and linear perks slong weter courses 
and utrlity bnes that lnk park areas Preserves and reservations prowde berd and 
wildivfe sanctuarves im natural settengs on the fringes of the SMSA 


Access to the perks 6 generally good. However, at times main arterials form berriers 
to access for young chwidren and elderly pedestrians Other formidable berriers to 
perk access are large. fenced areas of commercial and industrial develapment, and 
rivers and streams 


Use of perks is largely Gependent upon the extent of development and the type of 
recreations! apportunties Small mexhborhood parks serve the needs of those whose 
use over longer periods of time than do smaller perks, but Geapite this, they are 
better marntarned than smatier parks recening light use 


in Datias/Fort Worth, maintenance of parks is generally good. There are some in the 
high density areas that are neglected, specifically Forest Park im south Datias 
Vandaliem to playground equipment is evident, and litter about the park grounds is 
indicative of neglect. in Plano, there i¢ an of schoo! facility in the east section 

of that community thet could be enproved upon in both size and care — the outerde 
bell court 6 bedly in need of repair. in Grand Prairie, the park ares between the 
navel a station and the golf course lacks a defined road system Vetucte use has 
created a mare of Girt roads that has ruined this otherwise pleasant lakeside area 

in Fort Worth, on the southwest bluffs overlooking Lake Worth, there are abendoned 
structures that cowld be repaired to prowde an interpretive pownt for the refuge 


PLANNED AND POTENTIAL EXPANSION 


Influence: on Planneng 

The parks and recreational systerns im the SMSA have shown egwiicert grow th im the 
pest 15 years Dallas has increased its part inventory by over 160 parcels, comprining 
more than 11,000 acres, for « total of 216 city parks with over 19.700 acres. Fort 
Worth has added about 60 properties and accumulated just under 4 600 acres of new 
parklands, the 126 Fort Worth parks contain in excess of 7,900 acres 


The Grectron of part systern growth  towerd the new mewhborhoods where land is 
vacant and farmihes are more actrve This trend will be accelerated as park dedication 
requirements, such as enacted in Fort Worth in April 1977, become more binding on 
develapers 


Most crtres om the area do mot require mandatory dedication of parts from subdrviders 
Lands soquired for parks in Datias have come from three man sources about 30 
percent from purchases 30 percent from g@fts and donations and 40 percent trom 
property transters from various government agency levels Dallas also has arrangements 
for specie! use of private lands for specified penads The agreements prowde for a 
tee to be pend by the city Generally the lends are weed Guring special events and 

a overflow areas Pleno's perks department leases lend for @ eccrine! fee on @ year 
round beens The city maerntarns trees and turf prom tabice bemited play equipment. 
bleachers and soccer cages The major benefit of ths ar. angerment to lendowners 

8 the upkeep of the vacant lend Plano enforces a strict ordnance agarnet 
unenarntarned vacant land and by legerng to the crty landowners are reheved of 
problerns of cleanup end weed and brush contro! the value of the land «© enhanced 

a well The benefits to the city, 9 addition to wee of the lend, include 
nergrborhoad awareness of park waluves ard 0m acquisition pragrarns and enlightenment 
of voters The lease program may generate gifts and donations and it helps contro! 
devetaprment The extent of tangible and intangible benefits depends on mmagenation 


and the ph ynce! condor of the part in Piano ths progr e™ appears to be sorting 
wey aoe 


tn the test gown crtees the Plano leverage enews! growth rete 17 percent). 

perks are beng Grveiaped simrost comtimvausly The Plano parts syste a!) sacn 
be esterawe and comptes and the apersteng pragra™ el! become s grester element 
mm the oty Budget F manne! concerns for apersting an expended parks syste may 
GPastcealy sftect sch pies m= many of the eal! crtees where they are siready 
Struggle arth reaeng costs of ager stron 


Thre pubic enterest on actrve recreation has brought on new requirements for attvietic 
tacelvtees =m the parts New tenes centers om Detian Grand Prarse Fort Worth. 

and Piano are attempts to meet the Gemand Soccer fics baseball! feids and foothel! 
fetds are heavily waed by organized tears in Plano sooner attracts over § GOO 
yOurygsters =m compe§titrve scheduled germes New recreations! centers bbe those om 
Keest. Craft. and Sernwet! East Grand Parks om Daties and Sycamore Stap See Martin 
Lwther King, and Marmon Fietd Parks in Fort Worth represent millions of Goflers in 
recent recreational investment The centers are used by Chhidren teenagers adults 
and the elderly actrwrtees range from ethietics to neediecraft Part programs are 
beng dewgned to mvolve greater numbers of partcmpants by ermphasring sports 

he soccer and biking and by prowding yea round indoor tacritees for more 
passe recreation 


Pe ceva Needs 
The most preserng needs expressed by city offmats relating to parks are to 


Otten substantially more Gerect and encbrect ad from state and federal levets 
of governement. ¢ ensure @ lower retro of city funds =m aoquiertion grants. 
a wide anphcation of gant money to aperations and estabishnent of state 
perts and federal recreation develaprnents im the ortes 


wnprove satety Dy comtrofieng cremenal elermerts and Dy mmarntarnweng faceitres 
letse”) preseure On papwiar parts by prowdeng the pubic ath more aptrors 


broaden the function of perks arth more faciities €@ courts pools and 
oratt cemters 


dur ate tone Pla tor fe perseor and on Developement 

There are only a few apeci'« master plans develaped by the parts and recreation 
Gepartments thet praper'y ently expanson and or devetaprment for smmeadete or future 
reeds fort Worth — preparing an apen apace recreation and natural teetures master 

par Plane recently completed @ parts and recreation master plan in most other 

otees plats Ge not exist oF they are hedly Gut of dete 


Prarctees gen Dy puradkctons! wets tor potent! recreations! resources andor 
Gevelooment were = reaponse to an enquiry by the North Centra! Tesas Counc! of 
Governments, prior to fei study by the Dalias Fort Worth team The stes apecefed 
Dy the purdcthons were =m most Cases preoritized and m some mmetances entice! 

in these cases, Stes were gwen 2 hugher priority for study over those lated only 
ance mm the recormassance 


The preorrtees were generally gwen by the purmdctonal authorites arth the sane 
corvtera «a need tor part and recrestionel resources to supply erther present or 
future needs through develaprment and or preservation of apen space through tee 
aOQure tron moting that funds are badly needed for develapmment and asoqurertron 
because purrdectronal fundeng ss madeguate Citees wrth large parts systerns 

weg) acQuibtron and aperatron costs as equivalent needs those arth smal! part 
sytterns fee! sogurtian ms most urgent Spec fic resources mm «emmehete need of 
protection for parts and recreations! purposes were identified by the crtres and other 
concerned organizations and are sted below 


Daties: White Rock Escarpment. This @ @ naturel ares with chalk biutfs, 
red Gernse vegetation murmerows seasonal streams and ponds and a wide varrety 
of hebetat for emell maeremets and birds. The park cowld serve as 2 natural preserve 
of a wg ficant emwronment on Datlas The devetaprment of recreation facrivtres 
wowld most Whety follow « regronel park scheme travis prormcting freteng nature 
Study emwronmental awareness possd>ly some paserve water related activities 
The perk could be « angie large parcel, but a more sgificent park cowld be 
created from mwitppte tracts Plans are berng made to establish a serves of 
segments whch represent the netural oharacternstics of the area and heave therm 
connected by corndors along the escarpment zone Although those plans are bewng 
atrvely pursued they heave not as yet been emplemented 


Daties White Rock Crest Park (upper portion) About 6 mies of Wine Rock 
Creet has a tegh preority as a final complement and commector with Dallas central 
crty parks The part comtamns generally good quality weter gentle lend a 74 abundant 
tree cover and understory The remarning iand adjacent to the strearn is beng 1 apredty 
devetaped for rewdential ancl commerce! use Withen 5 vears or less the land wil! 

be too scarce end too expensive for park wee A large part of the part «a foeodpian, 
but faadeng will not prectude the develaprment of playfreids promc areas landscaped 
apen apace or walks and travis 


Forth Worth Meritage Park Along the West Fort of the Trenity River and Cieer 
Fort Deke trarts have been cenproved tredges for pedestrians and betes have been 
added and landscaped levees aith overiacts benches amd structures for rela ation 
have been prowded The part os wither easy access of the downtown area and es tends 


$3 


© the Grechon of severe! remdentl eres The pert wes Crested = part by the 
ave latelt) of pute land prewously used for offer purposes 


Fort Worth Getewsy Pet = Fort Worth's 164 e0re Riwernete sewage trestment 
cient 6 being tober out of service mm 1978, and on trecity erste of property 

trom the Fort Worth Water Department to the Parts and Recrestion Departement ail! 
make tha property evwalable tor the praposed Getewey Part. inchumon of addons! 
areas (wtuch will be soquired throug? tee purchase oF by Gometion) as well as the 
existing Tarcty ills Park. well emoreese the lend ares of Gotewey Part to 87) acres 
The warety of land forms and vegetation on ftws large ste will sccommadete numerous 
recreations! tacertees and actrwrtees such as Petimg fisteng premmrteve carrpeng 

cance played: prorecting and passve and active indoor actrwrtees 


Other Plam tor improvement 

Acquartion of Abandoned of Tas Delnquent Properties There were mo frame ins 
of acquiring such) properties However officials Gd ihcete thet (f any properties 
were abendoned or tax Gelnquent and thet (f the lacetron was ome part Geficent 
area they would comwert i to pubic pert use 


Acquartion of Surpius Pubic Properties =—«- The F ort Worth Part and Recreation 
Adveory Board and City Cowncr! recently approved the purchase of the 9 hole Sycamore 
Gol! Course trom private owners Condermnation proceedengs for sogurertion of thes 
property are under way 


At Grand Prawse the Texas Aw Nations! Guard F etd has been shut down and designated 
# surplus property The city « hapetul of soguiring af! or a part of thus land 

(on excess of JOO acres) A porton of thes acreage would be used as 2 made! arplane 
tacelty and a marntenance yard for the parts department 


Better Use of Exmting Resources = A good example of streets being converted 
to parts 1s found on the Dallas buerness Gretrict where 2 block tong street has been 
converted to a pedestrian mall with tree and shrub plantings and benches 


In perk defrorent newghborhoods of Delias there was an etternpt to utilize streets 

a play areas during schoo! vacations Ths practroe proved to be unpapwlar because 
of damage to persone! property and » hendrance to movement m and owt of the block 
eapecially for those with autornatyerle 


Muttipte Use of Enreting Putiec and Priovate Resourom = Cormrmurw ties such 

as Grand Pranne and Plano are utrizing and planewng for es tensve use of overhead 
power transrmeson lene nights of way These multiple use develapments wll be used 

a pedestrian Decyc le tras and will prowde lntages between meghborhoad playground 
schoo! ster and other pert areas This sarne devetaprne | can be applied to Grannage 
Channels or strearns 


Cooper stive eftorts Getavaen mumopel schools and part officagis are orgoung om 
Gevetop ment of the part and schoo! systerns Plawwng efforts hewe been made to place 
Oty Darts adyscent to schoo! ete GSohocts usually Mawr Geveiaped playgrounds and 
playteids a 2 part and recrestion resource 


The Piano Parts and Recrestran Department ant independent Schoo! Dutrict have 2 
cuaper strve venture to use sohao! burkdengs for recresteon Classes and actrertees 
These actrertees are Genegred by age gOups = preichao! elementary teen/adyit. 

ard adu't 


The city of Ewiess, « suterd of Delies, recently comeuenmeted « lease of lend trom the 
Daties Fort Worth arport authority tor wse of aporosenetely 77 acres for sooner 
fics in addrton. plans are underwey for s pub'« golf course On arrport end 

Ths proyect will nchucte finances! ad fromm Brawf! Acrtnes and aserttance from 

the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 


Costs and Scheduleng of Planned Actrons 

Earter om ths report was stated thet additions! sources of funding such as bond 
raves federal gants and transfers of money are becormng less relate The 
unoertarnty sterns om part from the narrow marge of votes thet cheracterize voter 
wrliengness to levy tares for part related ssues There also appear to be mmoreased 
lags om the terme requered by federal agencees to rewew and award requests for tundeng 
from the varous ad programms with the result thet the application — even after it 
Qual fres may remarn untunded because of its priority artim the fumding agereny 


in general the parts departments must still rety heawly on lace! sawroes of money 
to aperate and expand thew systerns Outside sources are at tres Bountiful and mn 
the case of Grand Praerve 1077 «9 2 bermer year in addition to a healthy aperating 
pragan financed by toca! revenues and the benefits of @ $2 mthar bord rmue 
1073. thus city & recetwrng $1 485,000 trom federal agencies However in 1976 the 
City received no tedera! funds for parks, and the qutleot for 1978 i¢ for « severe 
reduction im the budiget smoe mo federal funding « antiopeted The Grand Pramrve 
Parts and Recreation Department budget request for 1977 was anpros mately $4 § 
moihon The approved tucget mmchuderg af! federal pragrarns 6 pst under $2 § 
rwihom The portion of tax dotiars spent on parts and recreation « very close to 
10 percent of city rewerwes even so the department mdvoates a defrcort of aimost 
$2 mmithon 


The crtees are expecteng aserstance fromm both the state and federal governments to 
enable them to prowde a high tandard of parts and recreational! aggpor tury tres 

within the al Cormemuerty They are toot ing for seemptfroation of pronedur al 
FeqQuerPeme@nts expanson of qualfyrng Prag ams and proyects amd @ towermng of the 
rato of city money ter jornthy funded proyects They also expect the continuation 

of programs hte the Nexghborhead Youth Corps Youth Corservetion Corps and other 
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ne works ste pray ens Tet beep UTE gHOyTnE™! Goan ed pert faci ters up 
AOS LOTe Leers OF The OT Vey to Dey tor pert Gewriapment ad pragems Goes mot 
ween prudent most eapondents preter reshacet:or of lane #iready berg sseegsed 


Comety ments 

Cometr ants on the use of speot« prayect of pragram mores are prahet!) scompted 
Dy "OST ad ewsty eters as wOrtEay Ow Momewn Thy offer gre ete s prubiern 
thet hes ory one restates anamer The prottem « one of ager aterg aed tae taeteng 
20d tore tacit eethout a mcreesed apereteng budget The anamer @ sirreost 
Peeyt ome of reducrng Standards tor marvtarweng coder tachtas © order to prowde 
ar eoer and serwces tor the nee Gevrlagrmert 66 Borne COT ters worhertner Mein 
fas saved the Gey tet 1 6 Offre! to atta such help on e rehatle haws 

most OT and of iso require greeter superna 


Other cometramts on carrying Gut @ plated pragan are the tance! comdtrars The 
flash floads thet erupted o north central Tenas om March 197) ‘ewe tater 2 heavy 
tot! dotiars from plawed pragrams in Grand Prawse the estemated Gamage trom 
ter ong foods was $218 COD nore of thet armauet 6 expected to be ragarned Gevere 
wend: droughts hard eeotert and the upsurge of uteictes costs af tend to effect 
the grag arrereng of reoreetian serwoes Mayor marntenamce Gue to severe weather can 
throw a” ertere season § plawwng eto Gaarray Preservation of aper apace tor 
parts widhte hatetet and recreations! areas athens the orty has Benmore entrenctwed 
a the tradtone! reaponeitelty of the orty ft as rare to fend @ land manageng 

agency at the county state of federal level that arllengty selerts @ ste atin 

2 crty for motumon om ets land aperations system There are some charges om thes 

ati tude yet most praposatls thet mwvotve Stes om oF “eer a city are made with the 
preewse thet a Orty agency aw! agperate the gute facrites Cotes have eagerly 

tebe or the menageng role om the past and there are mo wreite segs to ounate 
thet thes practeoe wll cease et least mot for part lands of lane! segrwfoanoe 


Mer tarsrre tor Premmry ong (nee Semee 
Mectarverns for setting aaede Oper apace and PROF RET One FRED UTORS Bre mOrRaReng 


For example Fort Worth and Grand Prarie have thus year enacted mandatory dedwation 
or anarces Dallas and Benty ont have estatriated rome to Protee Str Rem ote 
VOgPTETOr and tO Prevent amoraaetenent oF portions of the Ceetiprae Flare meme wes 
Goneted lands = accordenwe ath the coty master plan Detlas hws alam sought to hewe 
Foreng omposed oF natural teetures thet have segrw fant eshue as ape apace |The 
Wrvte Roce Escarpment « comedered ¢ egre toa esaurce The streamers preter tron 
FOMOS Ort pF ivetely Owned fer Cheering oF tnrtkteng 6 "et ethowed «= seria te Ener tebong 
gether requereen@nts Acoess to These Fores 6 Guete lermctmed are! generally Game cert 
prowde tor peti uae The reetre toms otually are mamered trom the tag of @ 

stream hece at tewet SO tee hor. rortally aay fromm the stream ofhacne The pores 

are essentially Pru and tree te ffers slong the stream fer rovermete travis 


Tre Treety Rewer Authority (TRA) « grobat',y the most gowerty bady presdieng over 
Noadp.a vee end on thet Capen ty 1 Onis Be metrumental om protecteng 

wy cart aper space Aggrecatwms "i Suadplen Geeragment at rewwrwnd Dy 
TRA Ge county end the oty tected To Gate TRA hes not expressed terest 
coretructure aad contra’ oF reoresteone a tert Geapete ts aethority 
to Go so The types of Ge ctapments approved sre tecaty attert suctatihty of the 
ord #8 pert and oper space of the future Another rego Gad) arnagrng Maser 
aper space « the Oslies Fort Worth regen! apart authorvty Weth ower 3) GOO 
acres under 3 contro! ¢ has Comedie awe ommact oF the future of apen gneve 

The arport author ty "ROR ty agreed to s lease arrangement ath the oty of E vteus 
tor a pert on arport land The arrangements were coordrneted by the tederas Bure. 
of Outsoer Recrestion and the WCTOOG 


WCTCOG prowdies plarewng Gerection a 3 rewee serves tor the 16 county “arth Comer a 
repo The engact thet (has on ape apace « hescel'y et the poery leur! However 
tecause of the oterdec@ mary team eftort everted by ffes orgenzetea aed its 

ter actear ant af the north centre! reagan s plane ¢ plays @ uTeque role Mm 

oot ty ong and rec orrmending ape apace pragemaes As Comme'tants to the $2 megeretert 
Ortees aeettwe Detias and Tarrant Counters of 6 Meawr!y -owotved ath the glans of 

the SMGA 


& egervrng aper apace for legs (har fee ag met ae! aOCem ed her muse RaRerHMrNT regi ts 
we Pa treme) ERpETE VE OF land ath devetagenent potential The Cost of citrtaererg 
SOmRgE FRR OTS OF PROT vO Brome TS SCREW tad to be torn GO to 7S percent of 
fee seomgre The most prerregeng ret ted ¢f teu y cyer ap@ce tor legs then tee 6 
the lease arrangement The lease arrangement s greatest flaw « thet ( does mot 
Quarartee the land  perpetinty The nase may he camoetiod and the land dewetageed 
The crete Goes Bary Tee and allows simost mmemaate ae ot the land as pare 


Fareeng and pestering are etl aeteve lard wees het er temd to the pergihery of 

unten areas Orrectly north of Datias and Fart Worth are the biact land pracre 

to's farmed for thew hegh pradkuetiwnty amd fhe agen gnane @ predermimarvthy tarrviand 
Far ers BFE Rare, y BT NrNg Crt FO ReMtaowedthers Ree marae Phe bared wel! bir reg 

$8 COO te $10 COO per sere imoertves to beep fares working are tom As tones 
overMead and urbe rator emwetag the tarener fhe reme Teor 6 to set! 
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Dy (ee oremerdat earns sade Dy earns (Ty GOWer Nene TS and Organ eet Ons COMOerned eth 
Ce ee ee Oe er od 


Recreetion ond the tort Contra Tesas Cauno of Governments yunted own JUD 
Roar detiarns of potent recreete sts Mans of ter sites aere strewn eplirys 
wt? Sore east) Oren Ow ale of Geemagment of aggoete bees f very attempt 
wes nde 80 OOpHOre Segre teLant sectors Of ean Ste to mare OO TENOT® aur ery 

Geta A Sew 8088 rere selec Tee Bey or leerh Cec avae Try Aare tO Mee peOer Te ae 
tor greeter uae Land Ops eetemaetes are very genes hesed on the test entormat enn 
aveiatee WCTCOG prowsied ¢ cross sectea” of tered eotues tor The study ares thet 
served as he tees tor he Cost estemanes Onwrtagrrnent cogts are teaed «part 

oP” Current prowmet COS and «° part or the eeger ewe of tear fr Tiers © eterna rng 
tacoity Cots Dureng the fend enemeteget earns ep etter! aes rune to Getene at rec™ 
pelt Stet Teams chegit Mawe Che Capa hty Sor ammurreng fhe -ORgEredrhT, to augue 

OF Grerag "ee reoreet-orw areas inetead te types of benefits (het cowtd be * 
Pepe ted ard he Comme tes at ahd Be ser wed arere etter fend Mectarerns tet 
eet for sBeTINg Govt comes Of OVfes OF Oe gowernenE ia agenow@s fo aogure 
deve oF al erage larger parts are merece as awe! 6 mongyMeT cans ter gmoaRdee 
ew - athens thet eaghet te vee 


Fone te 188 are Oa wrene newethemy fest to 8 large mame Mey relate te 
Say SPH STS OT Agee fet aly eet ecm The Stes are grenged ote theme 
Categor es order ot prearty Fens) are areas amers aoquar thar 6 “ended to 

OF PROT ve OMe” REROE ReCOMd BFRRS MOE Bogue a Teor 6 Teme for guOrtervt a 

RO Re One devetagenent and ff erd areas thet have siready Meer angered fat atere 
Geer ogre t 5 MEd fo eeeT FROrReteomnae Gernands Witten eaeh of Theme ¢ ater es 
ager fee tes are Geese 6 Order of Ther congo tare 
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tath Gumps, and Getres washed im from adjecent lends comtinwe to be problems slong 
the West Fork. 


To preserve the West Fork of the Trinity River as an open apace area, help in planning 
and coordination could be prowded under BOR's Techrucel Asestance Program. the US. 
Au omy Corps of Engneers could prowde advice and counseling about flood hazards, 

ad for aoguering land and Gevelaping taclities could be obtarned through LWCF 

gents sderestered by BOR and coordineted by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
hughway research. planreng and construction grants under the Feder a! Highway 
Adrrunstration rmught be made avarlable to the state Peghway department for plannwng 
oF constructing urban street pysterms, for burideng and reparning pedestrian walks 
fahery resources could be enproved under the Dungel! Johnson prog arm and habtat 
for nongarne and endangered specres could be acquired under the Pittrnan Robertson 
program (both programms are under the auspices of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). 


Other federa! programms that could be use’ if qualifications were met include COBG 
funds fromm the Department of Housng and Urban Develaprment ecomormc develapment 
Gants and laens for public works and develapment facelitees from the Department 

of Commerce. and Econormc Develapment Admuristration grants. 


Two potential methods for aoquiring land on the West Fork im fee mnctude leasing 
land for parks whle at the sare terme rarseng acquisition money and buyrng land at 
a taw market price and leamng it beck to the original owner with restrictions 

On use to ensure thet the apen apace and recreational values of the land are preserved 
A variation of the leaseheck principle 6 to purchase the land and allow the sefier 
fetemne use and Gooupetion thes would particularly apply to farms, expensive 
develap nents and strategec locations that must be mnctuded withen the recreational 
ara 


Those options for making lands avarlable for recreatronal uses apply to af! of the 
aren slong the West Fork Specific discussions for the three segments of the river 
are presented below 


West Fork, Trinity River, Segment 1 — The initial 4 5. mile segment of river between 
Fort Worth and Datias (extendeng to interstate 820) has mgr frcance st the toca! 
evel as a mayor City park coupled with segments 2 and 3. the area would become a 
reqonally sigmificant recreation area Segrvent | 1s near Fort Worth and estenated 
population withen a 1 mile racdeus «6 16.000 and perhaps well over half of Fort 
Worth s papuletron 1 withen a & mmrle radeus Consequently the area is wel! situated 
for satisfyeng many of the urben residents needs for active recreation That portion 
of the park adjoining the proposed Gateway Pak (north of East te: Street bridge) is 
amatris of lowland fretds and scattered develapment on both sdes of the West 
Fork. There are more then 2,000 acres of lend suitable for virtually af! types of 


urban recrestion betaeen Rando! Muli Road and the Crucago Rock Istend and Pacfic 
Raetroad. Pleyfeids, pecruc sites, small group camps, fateng sites, and selectively 
placed, multipurpose recrestion buridings cowld be prowsdied. At the same tome, large 
scale areas for walking, Mekung, and bicycling could be prowided. By retaining large 
tends of trees and other metural cover on the lend a: ample Gpen apece. 4 could 
conmtenwe to serve as floodplan or widirfe habitat, wrth restricted public use. 


Publc tramaportation would heave to be extended beyond present lermts to serve thes 
segment. The nesrest the public ca Now get to this ares by city transit is about | 
mule, whuch would be very inconvenient for 2” potential park weert except those 

in the Riverside area. 


Land costs in this area range from $1,000 to $5..X per acre. Estimated acquisition 
costs are $3 6 mithon. with ultemate develaprnert costs of $8 muithon Although 

the Trinity River Authority (TRA) controts use i, the floodpisin and Tarrant County 
holds land for water contro! district purposes, there m little publicly owned land 

of sgrfrcance Pressure to dGevelap the remanw .¢ open spaces 5 already berng felt, 
and proposals to fill, build, channel, and dike the area confront city officials 
steadily. The next 5 years will be critical with regard to preserving this land as 

apen spece. 


West Fork, Trinity River, Segment 2 — From the Interstate 620 bricige east to Texas 
Highway 360 a 25-mrle segment of river that 1s bounded by the largest undevelaped 
land tracts between Fort Worth and Dallas. The land differs slightly from segment 1 
in that there i¢ more high land out of the floodplain, and wooded sections are larger 
and more numerous The only significant develapment bordering the river is Fort 
Worth's new Village Creek sewage treatment facelity Major land fill operations were 
noted at two locations close to the river, and the lend is virtually Gevestated by 

these operations, and excess debris washes into the river. Fortunately, the rich soil 
and hugh rarntall contribute to rapid recovery of these disturbed areas, but the glass, 
metal and plastic rermnants defy reclamation. 


Over 6,000 acres of land bordering this contorted section of river are suited to both 
active and passive recreational uses There are places where carping could be 
prowded thet would rival the rural areas outside the city Along the north side 

are rurnerous locaiioms for concentrated sports facnwties. On the south the distances 
to developed rewdential areas are greater and there are large areas suited for more 
typeca! outdoor recreational facelitees, mohudeng travis, rrverfromt sites, pronec 
gounds, campgrounds and informal neture areas. 


Ths section of the West Fork is not sccessible by public transportation, but « 
shuttie systern between the Dallas/Fort Worth arrport and downtown Fort Worth that 
rrught fotlow the Chrcago Rock island and Pacific Raviroed has been studied in such 


an event, the shuttle could serve the needs of recrestorsts Dy Drenging them 
Grectly to the park, if the shuttle preceded park ecquisition, «4 could gemerete 
speculation snd heavy pressure on the apen lend for all types of commerce! uses 


Based on current lend prices, acquisition costs would range from $8 to $12 millon. 
The only known public lend slong this portion of the river « the Village Creek 
wattewster treatment facility Develapment could be phased over quite a long period. 
but to initially utilize the resource 4 would cost trom $3 to $6 million: tha would 
provide a wide range of facilities for as much as hall of the popwistion in the study 
area. Because public Ownersiup a virtually oil, there are threats to the future of 

the entere area. 


West Fork, Trinity River, Segment 3 — For the test 5) mites from Texas Highway 360 
to Belt Line Road (Route 1382), the river has been forced by surrounding high ground 
into & Narrow, Geeply cut Channel. As a consequence, floods that rise above the benks 
are swift and strong and cause severe Gamage to lands and emprovernents industrial 
and commercial developments have been burlt close to the river and even remdential 
areas come withen 1.000 feet of the banks Private and cormmmercial recreational 
tacilities include a private park for LTV Corporation employees (approximately 

100 acres) and Lion Country Safari (approximately 220), which has recortedly been 
closed. 


The apportunity for recreational development very lrmited. and ths segment would 
primarily serve to commect large areas upstream and downstream by way of travis. 
Some small areas could be set aside for piomic and riverfront sites by extending 
existing roads for short distances (1 O00 feet average) and providing parking 

A lermrted number of bel! freids and courts cowld be placed near the best access roads. 


Ths area has no public transportation, nor 1 ary expected em the near future because 
of development trents toward lenure class apartments that are berng built in the area. 


The perk would be narrow (800 to 1,000 feet wide) and would vary with topography and 
type of lend available Generslly, tess than 800 acres would be required for the 
connecting strip. Acquisition costs would be between $250 000 and $750,000. 


White Rock Escarpment. = The escarpment is a heavily wooded highly scemc area 
having locally unusual topography and fragile chalk bluffs, it 1s withen 10 to 16 
rules of the center of Dallas and is high on Datli-' list of environmental concerns 
The escarpment has potential as a future park for a!) season day use and limited 
overmgnht use For purposes of this study. the escarpment is discussed in two sections, 
the Bogget Branch Section and the John Penn Branch Section Options for preserving 
these two sections a8 apen apace areas are sirmmlar to those Grecussed for the West 
Fork 


The threst of loss of nature! qualetees as 2 reault of Gevelopment « perhaps more 
errenent at John Penn Both sections cowld be put into pubic Ganersiup, ath « 

Cooper steve arrangement between the Cte: and needy commutes The aynuel Dudget 
tor aperstion of 2 perk of thu sive wowld approsch $1.5 milion. Much of the cont 
would go mto raght lighting. mowing frei and court mentenence roed and burkdeng 
upteep end programs smsoceted arth the netural enwromment 


Bogget Branch Section — Ths section a 2 egewhicant natura! resource of unwaual 
Quality m the Deties ares because of (ts recrestons! and geologe mterest to the 
geaple Ths section conta roughly 2 O00 acres of hughiends and west faceng 
lowlands with Gense vegetation seasons! streams abundant bed and smal! marnena! 
habytat, and some of the most contrasting tapagraphry siong the escarpment The 
mayor portion of the lowlands are pastureland: undeveloped wooded eres and some 
scattered farm and rendential urwts The area 6 defined by Plume Road on the sowth. 
Marefield Road on the north, Anderson Road on the west, and U.S. 67 on the east. 


The premary use would be as a large netural park to preserve the escarprnent enwronment 
and to use thet resource as 2 retrest, with trails and overlooks stream crossengs. 

bord and areal sanctuaries, and native plants im a natural setting Frenge areas 

could prowde space for active recreation (bal! freids and uniighted courts for formal 
play). sections bordering residential areas could be buffered by a strep type park 

follow natural Grarnages, tree nes. roads or walls wherever possib'e and | would 
provide a transition from the park's natural areas to an urban enwronment The 

delicate escarprnent formation could not withstand exposure to uncontrotied traffic 
because the soft sors would quick ty erode Watershed above the formation must not 

be disturbed to erther imcrease or decrease morsture for escarpment vegetation Al! 


The acoessitylity of the site « quite rmrted Access « by automobile or bicycle. 

or on foot Concerwably bus routes would serve the develaping residential! 

commun tees on the near future Although only a remote possibility it 1 feasible that 
if visitor wee of the perk increased substantially, the Gull, Colorado and Santa Fe 
Ravtroad mrught prowde some specie! passenger service The ratroad operates 
appronumatety 16 myles of track frorm downtown Dallas through urbanized southwest 
Detias, to the Cedar Hill area, however, mo passenger service is provided at this 

time. Connections from the Cedar Mill Gepot to the park would be abowt 2 miles 

and covid be provided by @ special shuttle system 


Rewdential develapment aiready has taken place between the escarpment and U S 
67, and « 1,800 -ecre ares to the north has been purchased for development. The pert 
boundary would have to exclude such develaprnent although aoquistron of 2 GOO 
acres would necessarily include sore mmmprovernents mchudeng privete buridengs. 


roeds, ponds, terka, end wtllenees Present lend wolves range trom $4,000 per acre 

On sectrons Close to roads and Gevelapment to $1,000 per acre for large, remote 

tracts Tota! cost of purchweng af tacts and lend would be $10 to $12 mithon, 
rchuSeng Costs Of substantia! prewete recreations! Geveiagpnments Landowner s 

ao prewete earth lege Corpor strom and nomprof:t gous comtrotieng most of the 

land Some nonprofit goups Neve mayor landholdings ape sted as recreational facets 
AcQqua@tion of ths large apen space sree would be Gewr able from the standpownt thet 
the urben papwiations om the Dalian Fort Worth ares heave no nearby parks of thes type 
averlatie Witten 5 years the spread of resdentua! develapment wil! have destroyed 
the netural values of tres area uriens some sort of preservation « undertaten 


doin Penn Branch Section — Tha portion inciudes apprommatety 2 500 acres of deeply 
eroded bluffs steep west faceng talus, and gently rotlng river plan ath several 
pererenal streams and small reservorws stuated agarnst a bectdrap of dense escarpment 
vegetation in many respects, thes section « similar to the Bagget Branch section 

The area hes witten Datias County between Mountarn Creet and Duncarnwilie crty temwts. 
with the north end bordering Duncanvitie Florence li Road and the south end reactng 
simost to Belt Line Road. 


The US Arrmy Corps of Engneers has develaped plans to construct Lakewew Reservow 
on Mowntam Creek. if the reservow 6 built, there 4 2 possitelity thet the 

excarprnent will be reduced to a | mile wide segnent for most of its length Because 
the river plarn s gentie mn slape the lake would be very shallow with a manrmurn 
depth of about 270 feet it does not appear thet the lake would prowde as much 
recreational potential as would apen land and netural rivers 


Ths section 1 beset with devetapment that could possibly become moo pet ible with 
a large regonel part and render only smal! segrnents of the area (100 to 200 acres) 
suitable as grotagec enwrommental apen space with very lrmted appor tun tres 

for satrsfyrng urban part needs E nisting develapments on the land are dual power 
transrriss on lines gravel pits. roads and scattered residential urts The price 

of lard .s esternated et $4 O00 to $5,000 per acre near developed facilities, and 
$1,000 .o $2,000 per acre for remote, undeveloped lend. leqrovements such as howses 
and utrltees would be few em murnber and as a result the 2 500 acres would prohetty 
cost about $8 mulhoan With the exceptions of public road ng ts.of way and the 
possitylity of federal reservor lands the only public land known to exret 6 pust 

west of Stone Gap Road and Clark Road 


White Rock Creek, Plano to Trinity River, The White Rock Creek Gremmage ares 

® premariy the urbemzed morth ade of Datias Fortunately the city has aoquered 
over 2,000 acres of land slong the stream over the years so thet the aree 6 virtually 
@ contrnwous park from interstate 30 to the LB/ Freeway (| 635) Most segments not 
pubbchy owned are styl! suitable for part purposes Remarwng natural resources 


© sowt Owllas are tm ted to 2 few trees slong Cleared bets and smal! levers 

The ares north of .. 8) Freemey « surprieingly neturel. Sycamore and pecen trees 

org ath alow and maples lene the bents im profumon and the land « revetrwrty 
und@evetaged if Plano the adjsoret land a Gense woadlend about 5 mle ae adoring 
exterewe croplends The tect thet the lend « bed to 2 etree veliey part af) the 

wey to Dalles adds egw ticece to the ete. In both Dalia: and Pleo, ere ae 
recreat:orw! need thet can oly Ge setesfeed Dy large areas that prowde ager turwtees 
tor ten, nding, feeteng, end meture study. The ave of the ares would mate 2 part 

a attraction throughout Cotlm and Datias Counters 


The lend slong the creek «@ suitable for wer a Gpen apece Ample qnece wowld be 
avedatie tor tracts and Becycle routes and play tots and intarme! playfeids could 
aso be sccommadeted By caretul selection of ste. recrestrons! centers ann 
prowmom tor actrve sports cowld be mcluded m the Gevelaprnent Parting at some 
tocateoms wowld be Generable and portrons of the part cowld heve roads — probably 
short, one wey traffic tenes of 2 to 3 enilies. The park would remain a floodplain, 
but 't Cowld oso serve hortroultural enterests Birds and srnall arnemals are probably 
not mgryficant on type or murnbers fisteng mught be encouraged if the crest cowld 
prowde surte ote habrtat: Land in the floadplan would heve to be exarmened critically 
tor develoorment praposals to assure that the capacity of the area to acoormmadete flood 
weters woud not be reduced The avariabeity of devetapatle land bermrts ful! 
utrhzation of the srte 


Access to the ste « a mgrwfoant factor sence roughly hell of the proposed part 
withen a half mle of densely papwlated areas of Dallas and the remannder mm an 
area of planned urben expenson City bus serwice actually serves many of the 
newnborhoods slong the creet Publi transportation cowld prowde comvernent access 
if more routes and more frequent schedules were possible especially on weekends and 
holidays Plano has mo pubic tramaportation but the orty master plan calls for 
beoycheng and Peteng trans to lnk the creek with existing and planned resdertial 
areas 


Boundares for thes praposal would encompass about 2 G00 acres at an estimated 
cost of $5 milion. Abowt 1,500 acres wowld be in Dalias and about 500 in Piano 
The arnount of land atready publicly owned « estrmeted at less than 100 acres and atl 
witten Dallas The range of develaprment and aperation costs for facrlitees that would 
meet both regonal and meghborhoad reguerements estimated between $1 and $3 
rvthon and about $100 GOO would be required annually for the respective pragrarns 


The meat 5 years will be @ periad of major growth im both north Datias and Piero 

if land met comer tted or aoguired for reoreetion slong the creet before thet terme 
then rmauch of the ohevoe land will be weed for other purposes The present papwletion 
of these commun tes atready ustifres the need for thes praposal 


67 


Options tor preserving ts ores 28 ape apece mmclude lend bane eng and weeny (OF 
mowes The Neto! Part Serwce cowl’ prowde upon reguest techwce! suggpert © 
lerrrng m Could the Boreas of Ourdoor Recreation federe tegheey funds could be 
wees tor Or eGgr Cometructan and the slate Megherey Gepartrnent mmeght Mawr funds 


ve ate for Gewrlcapereg Met oreg ard Det ong tras 


Bg Foust Creme Bg F one) Crewe tegen ots 6 mite southeventer’y pourry 

i the northwest Quedret of Tarrant County and poms the Wet Fort of the Trinity 
River the central pert of the cownty. The section of he creed mente the Fort 
Worth orty berets cowld be preserved a: apen apace The setteng 6 pastors! tow 
rotieng ells ath scattered stands of herdwoad trees gong grotie stapeng hanes 
wth an accamons lmnestomne owtcrap The pastures few treen and creet prowsdle 
hat>tat for senall maceeneta Berta and fam 


The ete = easy accessible Dy interstate Pugherey Grrect access 6 trom farm and 
rere roads and across privete praperty pastures and farm homme tracts There are 
mo federal o state praperters at the ete 


At thes tome land priors are $500 per acre it wowld be Gemratle to purchase land 

for preservation of apen apace slong Thys somrec Creed as 2 butter tetewnen cmmemmert 
housing Gevelagemnent to the marth and mawetrial Gevelagenent to the south Aogurertran 
of 200 acres wowld cost $100 GOD tor preservetion of the crest Ths wowld allow 
eroug? space tor future develapenent of @ Commun ty part ath some acreage Geagred 
for heavy wee (such as 2 recreations! center hell feids and outdoor courts) and 

sorme for paserve use (fistermg Pubing prormctemg etc) bre ia! Gevetapenent 

would be agprormmatety $1 eethon aperetona! cost $75 G00 per year 


Options tor oreserveng Big F omer! Cree one tucte Lard tare rng armed wmerg (WCF mrerrns 

for tee seenple purchase and devetapement Bort rhe Natoma Part Gerwoe and the 

Burean of Outdoor Recreation can prowde tectrrcal suger © plarerng and develagemernt 
F ecter a! Peghwway funds Can te weed for bridge construction and the state h gherey 
department cmaght have fumes avariatie tor Gewetagperg Pet erg ard Bet ong trate 


Lame Arengton Late Arrington « sandwethed between rhe eastern bemts of 
Fort Worth and the western bernts of Arington The setting around the late 
residential COmenercal and kght muestra! devetagrnent The late has a oor th 
south oFertatron wrth @ dam on the north end as well ase power plan! and gmt 
course The srte 6 easly anceunitte by federal state and reedentia! roads 

Because of Late Arbngton § prowrmty to @ freeway system there are segrs of raped 
Gevetap ment and some residences siready front the lakewhore || evoutd te cee ate 
to aoqerre thes ete to preserve fhe quer pace and to prowde weter orented 

FRC ReT IONS! GEIpOr tury tes 


Athoug? Late Arvegnon «4 unde te puradicton of the oy of Ariegnon Fort 

fom «om ceed of s part of Mes locale ard ho: 2 Brew’, tO eoQurre Gpe” gece 

to potent! pert use The ete qpeoted by © orth « on Oe went sete of 

Late Arungion eters the atewhore has eure sOPme frees at este Coented forester 


Oe 


Teo ered Bore: stony Te erst stewore Could te aaguered to a estimated Cost 
oO) | melhor Dewragemnent costs are estemeted to te $75 GID eth am area! 

ager eteng cost of $40 GID Dewrtagrenet could molse a000g8 oads ord part eg peor 
rem pleygou"ds boet Gace: boast rem ee foot aed bee tra mantener tentteng 
ord rest room taht 


Bee ase erm ee THOS are Rrented © the ares ere agew to te fee 

eevteors tee serps sogueton by fort Worth eae by fort Wort pert cometructon 
by Arengton a” agreement ath Arigna to stom fort Wort? to vee te wee 
Geveiags ad mavens @ part tors gwer gered of tome oF por! Gewekngemert aed 

ager aor OFher apt ons meknde COUNT y OF BRT Bogue Thor ad Gevetagenent 


F ne Sem ene BOQ THO” erowid te The Beet geht for prowsteng “wetent part aed 
ape space anda tet Fort Wort? dows et ewe the revenue to purehene | wee 
Arvengron The (WCE emeght te vend by the oty an effort to alia funds tor 
Ose aOQue tor | Raeeng of he samme land « cot prac tc a hee auae @ nene 

a a gErrert ay be umeOOnarCs Overs percad of tome [1 6 pogetele thet the pert 
CONE De OPE 8 FRB Ty Through port Gevetegenernt ard eager eter My Fert Bort art 
ae ee 
te ava latete trom the Burtan of Ouideer Recreation and the Netenne Part Serene 


Chew Fart of the Trewty Power Ths ste os located om Che seater 

Quad ant of Fort Wort) |) tages at Pecan Valley Goll Course taneted put helo 
Bertracnt (ate » Corps of FE ngereers faed comtre prareet Fram te gormt the 
rover COwrees to the northwest te pom the Weer Fort of the Trewty Mwer The heres 
of he over are Neary wood and prowdie goed! "atta tor arma! eareenats are Bends 
From the pert ares on the Clear Fort carmeets launch thew oretts ter @ 4% enite 

Ye Gow ost rean wher eweter « celmaamd frome the darn The errmmrn 6 & gremmrtar "oaPrenng 


wert 

Present land vse 6 tor pasture ceedenta! Gevetagenent & private gull feuwrae mm 

ee ee ee Oy one ane 
by the onty of Bert@reet Both fort Wort and Ber@roct are core =e) preserving 


pertrons ef the rverhents feoauee at fhe pregeent teeme fhere are me my ame to 
[P Ove! Geveragrmnernt ator the heres 


Access to men Of the rover 6 By prewete roads athe are teal) pmetad te prevent 
freapaserng Orher aneees 6 By putin streets om the cameo tee armen Alena 


he ores 6 wireed,) Berg seg tcant) vend compiernts of mmcorERdhty from 
rredernt.e ares ae frequent 


Ore ares trom as Armadillo Port \agpros neers &O sore) hes 2 large sland of trees 
wd CON De Gevewnged ete # pO area weet to The Cow fore Wet gocd Greg” 

of oats od eet epyt and caret’ placement of pReygouTdts wd phey tants ts wee 
ORE SOT WR 88 8” OED OH actu’) area © 8 Praded setteng Eventually the ares 

Could te further Gewrtaged to meet tute ceeds tore cormmunty part EF newornwmenta 
Or FORT nTE et hele Owernad Oar ty ener ame lens ard error et! eras fro 
eer, Carswet Aw force Base 


meoquetor of 450 sor © the form of 2 1 to GD tact wre to § mies story 

the river (prowdiong o lore to the West fort of the Tremety) would cost trom $2 GUD 
to $16 GOO per acre The ote stevid be aoguered atten the weet § years betore 
PIP GPCR IORT GOUT (mote Gevetagrment Costs are est emnated at §) mcr 
Oeveragenent for Canameng (a00888 GO ots ened other facrites) woud mabe the Cheer 
Fort eg icant on s repone hess and perhags OF @ statewele hess 


Tre ovtees of Bertract and fort Worth have met ath offmnats trom Tarrant County 
- a effort to purity aogure the ares and Gevetap | for recreations vsage 

Bertr ont iacts funds to aoguire the arte stone ard ots Crt. 7e"6 do mot fawor pus 
BOQ Teer 


Bug Bow Crest Big Brew Creme has ts hmacheters om fhe cor Theme! Guach ant 

of Tarrant Cownty flows ™ s southeasterly Grecton and yore Littie Bear Creet 

to frre, reach the Weet Fort of the Tremty [1 pasams through the oomermnurwties of 
fetter Soutiete Cotieywite Grapewme and § wiesa then crosses eto Datias County 
The terra 6 Composed of grotic hells of tare ard pasturtiand mature trees on 

froges of (etds and etong the ores hare ath samme oman made emngeundments an the 
20 to 2% towt ande sirea [ts depth «about J feet and 1 prowdes hat tat tor 

ora marrenate Berd ama fiat The wetermey «¢ flaad prone and the Corps of FE ngenmers 
Fort Wort Destreet 6 studying the pratriem of foemdeng slong the cree 


Because of Bear Creet s contra location between Detias and Fort Worth + 6 eaey 
ancewntyte from #! Gvrectons and bus tranapertatron could prowdle anness trom the 
feve adkaoert Commu tes fo adkdeteon the aree 6 faery aoneseitle to hone! 
ft 


Preservation of the ete «2 foremost need because of (fs Mature ard sneer 

Qquartes Secondary | cowld serve a8 @ develaped recreations arte or ase 

ome OO Ty Part arth ener Gevetapenent to prevert loss of ts natural and 
er GQualtes Reoreetone! wae Prout te berncted te await rg Bet org prec rect rng 
ard Feah rer Wothen S years Phe Sete Const re hte atten e (RO RET Ome Gevetagrrert 
w tous fragile tae. one 


AcQuetion of 100 acres stong the stretch of rewer on Tarrant County mauld cost 
$90 GOD to $15 GOD per acre Secauee of the ares ts pronwmty to the Dalian Fort 
Wort erport Prapertes song the crest are promari’y prewetety OCarned fn Lelie 
te crest pasees throug? Bee Crone Pert atuch « owned by Tarrant County and 
frees ord Grageerne the Crene pases frou? Weds under adrewstr ation of the 
Owes fort Wort? eepot author ty afc omnes aggros ematety 6 mmm of the oreee 
\t Oreeereetco” steps are wot tater nom fees satus and sorte Crest erowtd be lost 
to Gevrtagenent Gegriwing fe Commu tS Of @ Nature rROreeto” resource its 
tocatean meet to the Delian Fort Worth arport could oly hasten the process 


Preservation of ape apace «© the ares Could be ee tiated by @ mrultety eftort 
Corres tees thet are eowotwnd growtd tate the eretuatiwe om gercleng thw reece O88 
‘or prewereetion of Ths eee ||| eas earned thet Gouthisee and Cotteywiite are 
worteng tagether to prowde tor the treatment and cleanup of the Crest weter | 


Asari that the mectved COMETS Bre ooRereStAd 6° PreEErveng ard OF Gevetagweg 
the Beg Bea Crewe area rhe (WCE ghowid be comedered ass posedtrie fundeng source 
Leaeeng of land would be ummconarne a Decare Overs percad of teeme Magen COSTS 
BON Ovceed me Cost of tae seme Boge Teor 


Marys Crest = The Peachweters of Marys Creet are im east Parker County and 

flow onto west Tarrant Cownty at the western extremity of Fart Worth (for thes 
Gaouteon the tollowrmg statements agpiy to Fort Worth ony) Mary 6 Crate meanders 
Through Scattered rofleng fells at! goad wstas of pastoral scenes There are 

acc aso! 40 to $0 toet Butts thet present cmngreseve lmestone autorags B.nes 

of the 40 toot ance crest have wooded areas ath undergrowth that prowddes h. te tat 
for seal mmarrenals and Derds and oncamone! sanpaundnents show the pre coe of figh 
The oreet eventually porns the Clear Fort of the Trimty om the southwest quad art 

of Fort Werth 


The ete 6 accesetle by automate wa rural tare roads The only other aooess « 
by pr ewate roads that are vtum!ly geted lacked and posted to prevent treapasseng 
The Orly Gain Ownership County farm roads 


Mary 5 Crest Mas potential tor develapenent a8 & OOF eu Ty park to mmrmet titure rROrReT Ore! 
coeds | the area 6 devetaged atin the meet S years as grow? trends mahbcate 
Fine sempie aoquiation of JOO acres would cost an estomated § 180 GOO 


Opt ons for 808 Bogert trom Bestes tee srengre gre haee aenrtd ome luate art tart eng 

and useng (WCE mores tor purchase and devetagement The Natrona! Part Server ard 
the Bureaw of Owtdoe Reoreetron cowtd sugmphy techerne! adwee aout plarimrng ard 
devetagrme@nt and teers! heyhey funds Couid pertert ally te cam few br eige Cemetr ue Teor 
[° ate Ter FP State Meghuney Gaga Tenement omni Mave forts ay plate ter Gevetegrrng 

Pet vreg ered Beet emg trate 


7% 


Pore Meee ur Cewrnugernmnt Anne 

Ten Wide Crem Ten Mie Crone crugrmates stop Mer Bete Rack escaped acter 
the Cty ret of Olas and esters tor more Ther 3D mies eesteerd to % cont iernne 
eet? the Wes Fort of Trewity Rewer Ten Mine Crent tegens om remety eptabiated 
Sugerterry Part @ 1S acre ote Carre by Delian and curs Trough @ numer of 
mtr & Duncarwiite and Oetsoto fast of the toa of Ferra the creme 
ONergrs Obur we ard awrs atm oD te sete of Me Comet teo of @ stouegh 

Beyor’ et port he Cree ¢ Geed #! the wey to te West fort (ato! 2 mies) 

A greens @ of Gel uous trees ad undergoe song the bees Gutiene the orene. 
etre? 6 ato! 1S feet acto he cee ceectes od cure ate 12 to 3D rots Gee 
F eeqpuert Smads awe Cut the heaves to « dapt® of 10 to JO taet to the crane teed Orv'y 
stent 10 perceet of the Cree s lerngt® forders urher Gevetagenent at? most of the 
adecr! and beng ema! fends pastures o oroplends Adsace iad to the eget 
become mare curt The bemneptane tor enetoans gue The areter 2 slayfitly Cloudy appear awe 
tot the Qgualty @ goad The crest ted « ready wedte and fam ard turties can 

be agerttect trom cot Dredge The Oreme ¢ am attractve reacuwroe  pleeeant 

Bert Ferree 


Lard stong the oreet cowtd be Gewrtaped as nee part ant! uvhen reoreetrone 
tac otes ot selected ovtervels The part emaght Comte Commenting famt treats 

ard De vole paths addetear to aperts nature! and play areas The secerwlary 
eve’ o' uae ght Ge as 8 Sem Ere greeriet adeng ( wetershed protection at 
evtorena! access tor welt ong and fateng One lrmectatean to a lneer part would te 
the unaware ty of land areas hee Duncanwiie DeGoto at \ eroaste eters 
devetagrnernt esrets war the creme The prea ty tO Bogue? lard Cound De hom opts! 
Gevetagrnent G06 ofS and Orves CoRTS to protet te levets 


Acces to Tern Mote Creme os lemeted te tredige croseengs amd prewete lareis thet hawe 
rot beer closed or posted There @ me peitin tranet serving the area As the oreet 
ows eaetward the Getawe to downtown Oeias moreases trom 7 te 14 mies 


The armen! of lard that wouid he cemdied te Ramp The OF ROR 6m 8 aT unm meer erm 
wer ter tate apace for rRereet ore! por terts «ate? 2 SOD aores Tht would orowde 
The equeweleet of @ pote tows 8Thp agMpr oe mately GOD Seer wede on ter sees of 

the creet tor afew? BO coctes |! afl the land were to te perrotaned om tee seonere 

the total coet «4 estemeted to be betaeer $3 and $4 eikor Worth the erceptian of 
Seegerberry Part ex trermnety brtie lard petty owned 


€ stemeted cost of en@rovements tor Term Mie Crest mm the Delian Durcareiie Deere 
ard are aeter areas arotd be agp cn comatey 62 4 erica Ths Feguere raprenmrts ful 
devetagemern of roads tals ager ts feetde faheng anneen @ srmat! mur! tener poe 

fae ity ard 8 mar Rera@mnce Bretton 


The Sethe ertrs ake are! The Ge Tee Oe tered —y to lier Rtene Mey ee, Bid weaved heer 
wes ty or aoQvetor BeLaae hs ares 6 Under gorg COTE te of reEdertie 
ie we Me oe ee 
eee a ¢ @ wert Chet Oger quece ads regueed to sete, . wer needs 

oi) te aepiatte mu torre Ouecareiie s current goat? rene heared on twCTOOG 
prowectas « @ percent pe ver (Curren Pogwietear b anemetes 197) Nort? 
Carve Tees Caves of Gowernmerm Ariengion Tessas A study Corr aaeorend By 
he Oty od Comgnetad © 18 PG bared 6 pert Geter, of ateowt 140 acres heaed oF 
eoygind Marder ds of rearts otes By TRL rhe Cty eed ewe to aogure MID 
acres to arta the standed of | aore per ' 16 papwieten (Etna O Marten 
OD 1076) Deteote ancestor art ‘artes Coda 1! are sao growing ot rates 

et el mOregae Ter Gesiet err Beg Se arrtly 


Ponertaly ¢ ee part whan Ter Woe Cres could bes cepa erty actear aret 
COwtd may 2 large parte of The COE yards rROreet enna acteetes tor ager’ 
feagues fame Peteng ated Ort) reoreeteone! gragaems tar Duncarneitie Cader hel 


Optrons tor aogereng the lard motede lard hent ng ard waeng the (ONCE for puretaeeng 
ard devevageng tacts Bor te Burka of Outdoer Reoreertcon and the Nat corner 
Part Serve COD POW REe FRET a BERET ROE FHLaT Ig TO Crate rng ated Ce weter Reet 

£ eter a Peyhaey fords const te vam for tr adhge COmety ue Term aed the state Pegi uray 
Gepart mer gty Mawes Srewtis awe iatee tor Gevetegrrg Pet cry are Bet crng tree's 


fast Fort, Trety Miva, Rey Metter’ Den te Wet Fort East Fort tee mo 
onto at Det tore (ower omllhy BHRORT OM Tey Oo agree tere wae Cragrardte 
PASTOR aod hers ard caper feds car acter 70 The weliey Seer estas over tet 
the rover trom roads on the weet ede of East fort however thege ports are a 
COMeder athe Geetaree (1 to 2 ries) trom the rover The art @ @agmece!y Somer 

he ase of (he mature stands of hardawocnd and gotten Preeg eevterrrreragied qeth 
evergree oad hee auae of the pastor a seene created Dy farens and fetds 7 cgnengr ag y 
or The weet raes fromm ro omg hells and prowdies pane arrn eews fo the east 

A tormer fem Matomery still om wae as 8 Correnercce! fiah fare ¢ etueted on the 

weet ele ateon | Geey Letaeen iter state Meyhwey 20 and Geagow lie Aorwas 6 berm ted 
by the tact thet very tem br edge Crogerngs OF 6 and eo pein tranapertatran serves 
he area 


Foxe Fort agmears to Mawes gered faPrng eared Met rng cage ture tees As @ arrtdil te Mate tat 
and er wrorwmenta! Study area | Cowtd awe tar reactwng benefits for the eastern 

helt of the Oetias Fort Wort) metrape tan area Stes tor armel! grows tor overmght 
arene ad day Gutengs are plertity! ard mertatte Pivertramt peor areas ard 

te Serre Forme ates Cowid te prowded sea tr eige croserngs Fast Fort « perhaps 

the ¢ hoses? pragese' to ahaet has heer termed graeme parts © rRemet COmgredmeara 
heer ngs Mowever fhe area s segry fcamee Goes et suggest a tecker a rele o Bogue tram 


7? 


OF oper eter The greener pares (tr weet Dube wel Greets lets 6 8 Dy BET 
Of ROrnearne OgERr Teh ees at ered Offer eras tee Gro ie et) Enger at 


The area Weetied fo perpetuate Te eeateng atreoagtere « es tenes Thre Comrs 
wor ager 0 te 2 reameraibe met J of mameriacneng Me Guar apace on Tw Suture 
ere Qeeety Sarre Teg of ecerrert oF tere) to waerethomerwers Thr Gerla eaters 
of (he and 8 -eeenta grapert, te esceed ee antogmeted moame trom a \teteme 
of tareneng Urban zetean of the ares aroutd aamured) remit o land tore Chern ges 
rd Ogata” Mlermenatear” et eau age Gut he present Chern aed eterest 

The cree? Pet gower rerrernta Beredees Cant’ Merge to MMe freer Par veng OF cher 
ODT rs ered tee te ree ee sate ds me) a6 Shen GrrOrmE Teer STF ue TOS OF 
aera WEP es at tere of Gewrkagerert A fear a attea tage Ser rarer ereg 
ager agece a tars oF ranches wovid he necessary The Eset Fort ares « grower at 
amore maxierete rete then most of the other areas “eer 2s premome! river The factor 
oe ates That Goterta part lands are ste! sea latete ard hey sheik Pera ca 
tor the meet 5 to 7 wees 


For emeted land comdied for ceereetcorne purposes ¢ afew GOD ares ate cost of mtr t 
$00 TID The erty of Meaguete owns acgproe matey & CIID terme feet ahorg the sent harm 
halt of the weet hen of the East Fort hetamen the comfiuence of the orth Meats 
Crest and the Sawt Meaguete Crest ant) the East Fort Ths lent! aree totals sore 4&0) 
aores ard 5 $6 rete aemrt® of Late Ray Mutiherd Darn The arly citer postin ommner strap 
trown 6 et hetow the Fay Mutiherd Den and garteans of the deed land seauwth of US 
Meghwey Th The armour of puiieety Ommed land 6 eetemmnated at tees thar | COD sores 


Tre moet seg fear cmmets that ewerrkd De OT By pmiteiet Omer sham are! pr emer wart nr 
COMPTON world Be O@Fvtr Gaetan tomwerd & regeane System of ape space armen art 
prow of part aod rRereetone! devetagenent tar he mmartny towns of Semggemwe! te 
Kieherg Mesquite and the ummnoorper ated gertiornents om Cawtrnan and Dates Conmnvtes 


Marme Crest ant Peserwow 9 Varene ( fet 6 ome of the senator creme s of 
northwest Fort Wort? thet flows souwtheaeter'y frreugh the 120 aore Bact Samaarn Part 
and mte the Weet Fort of the Tremety Miver (Onher parts are Marine Crest | ate and 
Rodeo | (ts total korg os legs thar @ exces treme the 20D acre Marine Creme Poeger vor 
ahve ¢ ted by @ serces of arma! crests to the Weer Fort ard ot @ 6 ries from 
downtown Fort Wort) Ware qguahty «6 goad and augments fam and turties Tree cower 
OF eres 6 relat ety legit due to en tenerve far emeng ard mami ing adhaomrt te rhe 
nee 
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They coutd he placmd o armas shor The 6 ree ae as fe Be comer ar ue ard pr eowedie 
2 ger Treg for pre reee cong celta Feateewg A trae! Sy BRE arent Grr eet PreNRT 
aocens ath roads ard serge «ar part eg areas Beeng mvRer rete gharg fhe benmar 
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park. The ete would serve north Fort Worth ath 2 perk capable of prowding boasting 
on the reservoew and fiteng Metung and peorectung slong @ meandering stream 

6 aGGrteon to exrsteng tacietees at Buck Saruom Part it wowld be spe ificent 

a 2 major City park. 


Acces to the creek a by tere roads = ts upper end and by reedentw! roads # 
ts lower ond 


A 600 foot wide ares on both ades of the creet would prowde adequate protection 
Fee sinple costs for 300 acres slong the crevk would be $150,000. and the cost tor 
Geveiaprnent would be appros mately $1 5 melon Most of the land sent: fed for 
a0QuIsITION & Im privete Ownership, except for Tarrant County Jumor College. 
whch ets on a bluff overiootung the reservoe New freeway construction « under 
wey and wr!) undoubtedly bring devetaprnent to the area so that aogurt tron arthen 
the neat 5 years « critical 


Options to aoquere the Marine Creet area and develop re. «i. mal faceltees include 
Land bank ong and useng LWCF momes tor purchase and Gevetapment Both the National 
Part Serwoe and the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation cowld supply techruca! advice on 
planneng and development of the park federa! hughway funds might be used to construct 
bridges and the state hughway department maght have funds avarlabie for devetaprng 
Pwhing and Dekeng traits 


Kortry Fish Creek Area = Ths strearn valley im a heavily wooded ares of lowlands 

and marshes sowth of Grand Prawve boasts truck stands of young trees and shrubs 

that create an almost ompenetrable understory of vegetation Some tapog aptec variations 
occur slong Fish Creek. and hills of 60 feet rise slong the stream. The site « 

sw ted for urben recreational facies such as leghted bel! freids courts. and a 
recreational center A natural area slong the creet could be weed as a recreational 

and aesthet« resource 


Acoets to the ste  lemted to private vefucies mo publec tranaportatron 1s awarlat te 
The distance to heavily popwlated areas cf the city «> to § mules Mayor highweys 
croseng the ares are interstate 20, the Grea’ Southwest Parkway, Belt Line Road, 

and the proposed Loop Rosd No @. at! of which heave comsderable land wither ther 
rghts of wey The proxiumty of major highways would have some adverse effects on use 
of the ares as 2 Natural park, and | 20 bisects the area, creating a formidable 

berreer to cross wiihzation in addition murmerows power transmission rights of 

wey cross the area 


To develop a recreational area approamnatety 700 acres would be required The 


estemated cost. based on lend velwes of $1 000 to $8. 000 per acre wowld be between 
$2700 000 end $500 000 The estemated acreage owned by the state « between 300 and 
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450 sores The Geveiagment costs tor prowdeng «tua! tacts would approach 
$3 melhor |f ross and recrestione! Dusidengs were inciuded 


Grand Praerve 3 planed expan” indicates es teneeve Gevelagement all Goo! mm ths 
wee Guring the meet 5 years. Based on thet Gutiook the park wowld be needed im he 
mext J to 5 years The ete would heave ctywede (lace!) egwiicance mm Grand 

Pare and ¢ would setaty the most repested need of wncrduals os the study 

wee « tully equiped city part clos to home 


The Korby ‘Fah Creet ares ao undergouns plawrwng and aoquiertion by several pubbec 
agence Part develap ments can benefit from land purchases for other publc uses 
 coorémetvon «4 prowded City gowernments are continually mwolved arth new road 
proposals thet crs cross potential part eter Rights of way Buying tor roads 
frequently Causes severance of lands thet must be pad for Often the difference 
between severance and total sogurer tion «2 small percentage of the cost of 

a0Quilton But the landowner retans the severed parcels By jormng torres 

road departments and parks departments could buy the entere parce! at a much Cheaper 
cost then wowld be possible buys the ‘end om seperate transactions With a nurmaer 

of mew road proposels possitue on the Kirby ‘Fish Creet area there may be apporturwtes 
to exercise techruques of thes type 


Senoe 2 perk agency rarely has the funds to commit at the opportune time, another 
comtengency «= needect The aption to buy might be exrromed or a lease with an 
option to buy might be weed if 1¢ Gelivers @ better settlement. A number of federal 
prog arms related to heghweys and recreation are ava lable for enprowng aogur ing. 
oF comstructeing recreation faites The Federal Highway Adrrenstration (FHWA) 
provides formula grants and aserstance for such thengs as Dek eways and pedestrian 
welkweyt frenge and corridor parting roadede beautification and recreation The 
abovementioned are but a few of the federal nghwey pragrarns admunstered under 
the hughwey research planreng and construction actrwity of FHWA Another cost 
saving program that often reaps unexpected rewards 1s the Sermor Community Serwoe 
Employment Pragram — Title |X adrrenstered by the Employment and Tramung 
Adrrwrwstratian. Departr ent of Labor Promariy a program tor the duadvantaged 
elderly. the program frequently enrolls laborers with hughly skilled craft abelties 
that heave only been used as hobies or a second line of work 


Planrwng assistance for develaprent of park proyects 1s avarlable from the Natrona! 

Part Service, inchudeng grants +m and for historic preservation, under the Park and 
Recreation Techrucal Assrstance Program The Pitt nan Robertson program. admunntered 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, offers grants and assistance for wildlife 

habitat restoration The man source of federal help to murmcpel part departments 
continwes to be the Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation in thei administration of the Lond 
and Water Conservation Fund grants BOR also provides planning and techrcal assistance 
with regard to faq ltes and surplus lands 


Lake Worth (Sowthwest Ares). Lake Worth « formed by 2 Gam on the Went Fork 
of Trewty Rewer and comtains 1.137 acres of weter, parklands in and sound the 

whe emownt to 2.092 acres. The ete 4 i 2 naturel setting of trees and undergrowth, 
song the ishende are mature trees and turf. There are bluffs of ower 700 feet, 
Gechrwnsg to GOD teet at lake level. The iske «@ 2 man attraction for weter orvented 
recrestion. The ete prowdes # good hatetat for wildiite, and the Fort Worth Nature 
Study Center and Retuge offers 2 midivte educations! pragram for ctwidren and adults 
Carswell Aw Force Base « ememediutely sowth of Lake Worth. 


The goss acreage 6 given by the Fort Worth Parks and Recreation Department a 
600 acres, but because of tracts leased to prevete md Guals who heave built hommes 
siong the weterfron. actual parkland has Gerremahed As leases exprre. it 6 hoped 
that the 600 acres will be retarned for park and recreational development as a buffer 
between the neture study Center to the north and the mndustrea!, commercial. and 
rewdential area to the sowth. All other praperty belongs to the city of Fort 

Worth. with prevate property surroundeng the area No funds for acquisition are 
avellable at this time, and the site has been given a low priority by Fort Worth, 
acquisition Costs are estermated to be between $5. 000 and $10,000 per acre 


An excellent vetwork of mmterstate and state heghweys and city streets prowdes 
comverient access to the site. Driving time from the farthest point in Dallas is 
1 howr and everytheng witten the SMSA study area  withe 2 64 mile radus 


Water orrented recreation 1s best suited for the area because of the lake's potential 
Development should meet recrestiona! needs. such as parking areas, crrculetory roads 
and tras, Oost ramps, docks, and picnic areas. The site cowld be weed as an ares 

for bell frets. garme courts. and comrmurnrty Duridengs (f trees were cleared but because 
it & Close to the nature study area, facritees showld be geared to passrve recreation 
Because of 2 low priority by Fort Worth’s Parks and Recrestion Department for uses 
other than those that are coowrring mo costs for develapment or aperation are given 


The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation has charge of Land and Water Conservation Funds that 
may be utvized for develaprnent for such thongs as promc areas, boat launcheng ramps. 
bike trails, ods, weter supply, and other recreational facilities. CE TA could 

ard 6" provideng maernnitenance personne! 


Donations and grants from the private sector should not be overlooked for developrments 
and improvements to exrsteng facrtres such as the nature study center 


Rock wall E xhebrts and Recreation Area A series of interesting walls 

of geologic origin are found over a wideupread ares of Rockwell County. The wells are 
mostly burved but excavations have been made at a number of locations to expose the 
formations. The rocks gpear as if hand laid, stone upon stone, im random runs as 
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jong at 2 half ele. There & formations look a5 though they were quarried, but 
reports indicate they are natural (Monroe, 1949) 


The tapogapiey of the ares is fist to rolling, with wooded eres, ponds, term fields, 
and pastures. The eres next to Lake Mubberd «4 mostly cleared, with 2 few trees 
slong peremeter areas. The rural quality of Rockwell County 4 very compatible with 
recreations! purposes and would prowde # good contrast to the urhen recrestrons! 
wtes But the arte Goes not prowde the extersrve tree cover and netural vegetation 
amccseted ath rever valleys 


Te area Could prowde both land and weter orented recreation for Gay use and overneght 
campeng it would heave good potential for an extensve trai! system, and some wildirte 
protection cowld be promoted The rockwell extwbrts would have wide mmterest in the 
screntific sense and would probably have wide appeal! to a moderate portion of the 
regonal population The extubrts could also stermulate environmental study and 
education The seasonal use of the area would probably be lrmted to a period from 
March to Novernber The recreational benefit would not be as wnportant ewtially as 

the hestorica! valve 


Eventually devetaprnent could mmctude beach areas boat ramps frsheng stes. trarts 
(treyclong, welkung, and hiking) prormc areas, modes campsites for overnight use. 
interpretive extub:ts and Germonstration areas menor roads and a marntenance area 


An esternated 1.200 acres of commecting lands and waterfront wowld be needed to 

Gy .ay surtable examples of the rackwells ard to provide for ample connections 

and recreational development Acquisition costs would range frorn $500 000 to $750 000 
at current lend prices. The site would probably not heave to be acquired for § to 10 

years Existing pubhc ownership is lrmited to a narrow stretch of shore along Lake 
Mubberd just north of the city of Rockwell. It «@ believed thet lend in county 

ownersihnp for public access armounts to approsmnately 100 acres Approsmately 

$800 O00 1s estermated for initial development 


While the site 1s essentially ursu table for intense recreational facelity develapment. 
the geologic formations and other natural hestory features would provide ideal resources 
tor environmental education prograrms The site could be used as an outdoor museurn 
apereted by Rockwell County, however the regrona! appes! and potential size of the site 
Cvuuid recess tate multiagency mvolvernent moluceng a local univertrty OF mmuseurn 


it © possible that the Federal Antiquities Act cowld be applied to help protect the 
rockwells a6 (t wes weed to protect the Petrified Forest in Arizone 


Eim Fork Trewty River, Lewteville Dam to West Fork. Fim Fork « « clear 


stream i a rural setting of thicket vegetation and large trees in the weinity of 
| owieville Dam, and it is within 2 to § miles of highly urhenized sections of Dallas 


irweng, and menghboring communities The Character Changes only shghtly as the never 
flows sowth. At the Daligs/Denton county line, the east ede of Elm Fork is tightly 
Geveloped a5 an industrial and wholessle werehounng area Tributarves of Elm Fork 
contribute a hugh Gegree of sedements to the river measurably reducing weter 
quality. The flood potential on Elm Fork a 2 serious concern becewse 50 much of the 
lend « fist, end floods apresd over wide areas — up to 2 mile OF either ede of the 
rever The ares 6 undergoung tremendous change a5 2 result of mew roads the Delias 
Fort Worth errport, and the northwerd expansion of Dallas and Irving 


The Elem Fork has tegh potential as both « major open apace ares and also a: an 
intensely Gevelaped city perk and recrestion wte As 2 mayor open apece area. the 
Elm Fork would sttract countywide wee for hiking, fisteng, nature study, and Gay 
outings if tacritees were prowded Additonally selected areas could be develaped 
for local wee, with the entire range of urban park faciitiet being provided. Some 
torm of flood protection would be necessary for permanent buridengs and courts As 
part of 2 continwous open apece park thet wowld adjoin ‘w existing Delias parks 
system. 2 trav syttem cowld be develaped to link the area with downtown Dallas 


The estemmated amount of land needed to preserve a greenspace or apen apace park 
strep for thes rapidly developing area «s | 500 acres. most of winch would be near 

the north lake area Acquisition costs are unpredictable and mo estemate of cost « 
given. There are no publicly owned lands north of LB. Houston Park and golf course, 
except in the ares of Lewisville Dam 


Options for scquiring land stong the Elm Fork inc\ude land banking and using LWCF 
mores for acquisition ano devetapment Both the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation and 
the Natrona! Part Serwoe could supply techrwca: adwoe on planning and develaprnent. 
federal highway funds could be used for bridge construction and the state highway 
department might have funds avaliable for develaprment of Meking and Deking traris. 

a wel! as other facritres 


Recreational Areas Where Development |) Needed 

Lyndon 6 Johnson Netions! Grassland = =—«-_- LB) Nationa! Grassland operated by the 
U.S. Forest Service, & « 20.34} core ares im north contra! Wise County. The terrain 
consists of @ assy rolling Pells. with occatonal stands of trees and undergrowth 

A network of creeks prowdes Gr arnage for the fragrie sovis clase: feo at West Cross 
Ternters Grassiends The scattered units (over 30) sometimes sepa eted by as much as 
3 mies of prevetely owned pastureiand and varying in size from 160 acre parcels 

to 7 square mules of federal property, are af! connected by « series of “ederal, state, 
and county roads The netrona!l g assiand provides good hab:tat for ern.) game and 
predatory arumals and hunting and frsheng are allowed The F orest Serv we has an 
BOQuINTION Program to fill im words im the ownerstup pattern at $500 to $! O00 per 
acre (estermated) as they beoome everiatie for purchase 


US. Mighwey 61/287, and 2 gure: of tare and Forest Serwice roads prowide good 
vetecwla Croulation om and grow'd the gasland. Mayor tugheey acoen 4 we US 

81 287, trom Wictets Fat to ort Worth: US 380. Denton Decetur Bredgeport 
Jackaboro. end |. 35. 356/U S. 380. Gerevilie Denton Dalian Dalia « 65 miles ancy. 
Fort Worth, 40 miles. There «4 no public trenaportetion eveliable There are lease 

ag cements to use thes federal praperty as a multese area F rvteng and munteng are 
subyect to state lows adroerestered by the Tenas Parts and Widirte Department 


tm thes muttese area the Forest Service prowdes qutdaor recrostion sparse 
woodiend beauty art) bereted tember clean weter garg for bvestack and habrtat 
tor many types of wiidite Bobette. que! gay and fos squirrel, and mourtwns dove 
are man hunting sttractors areas apen to hunting Wh ietar! deer the only Beg 
gerne arenas, are few om number Small game and predatory arwmals are racooor 
cottorntal and yack ratitet, coyote. fos. and bobcat There are two enall recrestions! 
areas built around small flaad contro! reservors thet prowde prorwct ing faceivtees, 
Gremung weter and toviets One ares has 2 boet ramp and electra bosts are allowed 
The empoundmnents are stocked with bess bream and catfah Watertow! use lates as 
feeding and nesting areas There are other ponds and murr serous creets throughout 
the area 


Grass « the most visible resource and fees are collected for gazing permits by the 
Forest Service Mineral and ov! leaseng and royaltes special land use fees and 
recreational tees prowde other revenues The county government gets 25 percent of af! 
moore to use for thew schools and roads 


It @ Concenwatle that the nations @ assiand cowld retarn its multeuse capatyhty 

and mmcrease its recreatvona! capacity a8 a agrtrcant Gutdoor recreational resource 
Devetapment cowld be placed nm perwpheral locations designed so at not to detract 
fromm the natural erewrronment and to stil! accor nadete large mummbers of vrertors 
Deverapment cowld ynctude facriities tor outdoor court garnes and playfetds and 
overnight caters and full hootup trarter camps From the perwheral tacations entry 
to netural areas of the interor wowld be by foot or lrerted murnbers and types of 

verre ies uteng existing roads Road develapment would be mummal Bact pact ing and 
Pek omg would terrrenate a. Carnpeng areas dewgnated for overmnght use Seasonal hunting 
and freteng would st)! Be allowed om spec: fred areas 


Historically the national gassiand relates to the dust bow! calarmty of late 1920s 
and early 19308 The interpretive aspect of ths tragec hanpernng to the plans 
farmers could be presented om site with a small visrtor center and extubrts Farming 
orgamzations could use the ete as a freid study area 


Develapment of recreational faceitees along these ienes rs estemated at §1 rrr! bon 


and operstions! costs at $ to $1 mulher tm 6 to 10 wears, « recrestions! part at 
LB) Natrona! Grassiand would fulfe! a need for ths type of outdoor exper rence 


easy trom the metrapoltan area bmagmatwe mmowetwr ple wg Cowld mate thea 2 
wuque auidacr sawroe of recrestran 


The soguieition of other pr apertees et LB) Nations! Grassiend & mo protien a: funds 
hewe been slaceted for ti purpose Dut the Gewrtagnent of more recrestionws! 
Gpmortuewtes has mot beer funded The Forest Germor has platrwng and Gene Capaitetety. 
and ts teetd etal! covid ererpret hetory to wertorn 


Lae Cietberme —s Lather Cle wore 6 2 weeter Comservetion reserve om the Nolan 

Rover 3 mies sowth of the ct) of Cieburne ft commets of an estemeted | 600 surtace 
acres of weter surrounded by approsemetely 370 acres of land Recreations Gevetapnent 
an a meture hardwood tree stand on the north end of the iste and mohudes @ porn 
area with shelters overmght camnpng arem playground and bost ramp The east shore 
has 2 Gefoned savemereng beach and there 2 small tract of 1§ homes wrth ishe aocess 

on the southwest bert Other Gevelaprment motudes the Cleburne Murmcepe! Golf Course 
and the Cleburne weter trestment plent. Or the west berk are other major tree stands 
The park serves the needs of the local comemnuwty and will continue to be « sowrce 

of weter onented recreation marntamned by the crty of Cleburne for ts remdents 


Major acoess to Lake Cleburne is wie US. 67 through Cleburne trom Delis, 62 mites 
northeast A | mwle paved road from U S 67 prowdes access to the part's develaped 
area. Fort Worth is 34 miles north wie U.S. 67/81 and |.35. No public tranaportation 
ava lable to the lake 


All \ake acreage «© Owned by the city o. Cleburne. whech retarns afl rights to adrreneter 
thes praperty Mowsrng tract property © cssurmed to be leased from the city 


E parson of exiting facrltees om other areas of the lake « the only develapment 
needed. At this time, major wee 6 by loca! residents, and expansion is not critical 
Acquistion of additional property showld be confined to Nolans River above and below 
the damm to permyt acoess across private pasturelands Estemated fee semple cost of 60 
aores at $500 per acre & $30,000 


Add: ona! frsteng prers and commecting traris between park develaprments showld be 
provided Cost of estrmated new develapment would range from $50 000 to $80 000 
new development would double the exrsting facts There should be no develaprnent 
beyond the proposals above A finished recreational layout would probably take $80 000 
to aperate and marnntarn 


The town of Cleburne has willized LWCF monies, and is making improvements 
on thew ishe with these funds All other avenwes of funding and development 
heave been explored Technical advice 6 being received from the Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation 
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AGE PROFILES BY PERCENT 


Enwty Under 18 Over 65 Medien Age 
Delis SVSA Beé 72 2763 
Fort Worth SMSA 33 76 2767 
Det\as . 78 272 
Fort Worth 334 $5 277 
Grand Prawn v9 45 244 
Piano 415 32 2736 
ETHNIC COMPOSITION 

Entry Wh te Black Mesgaan nc 
Datias SVSA a27% 67% NA 
Fort Worth SMSA s7% 146 NA 
Delias core orty! 73% 3 8% NA 

East Dallas 82 27% 4% 10.7% 

South Dallas 04% 9 44% om 

North Krest 932% 0 5a 

. South Kiest |. eh Om 11% 

Fort Worth 

Northeae (Terry Part | 5 02% . 

Nor the ast 63 84% 161% oe. 

Soutmsde 49 27% ; ws 112% 

Wc rod 97 o% 0 17% 
Grand Pracrve 

Northeast 7% O1% 117% 

Southoen tr al wm 02% 38% 
Parc 

East Plano 89 4% 61% 39% 

West Plano “7% o7% Ooo% 
Coun tees 
Cott 92? 4% 7o% 

Dallas 82 6% 174% 

Den tor 93.1% 69% 

E thes 807% 19% 

K autrmer 76.2% 248% 

Rot wal! a4 6% 6 4% 

4 oct 62% 18% 

Parker 06 F% 37% 

Wiw 99 2% 08% 

sornor 96 5% 35% 

Tarrant oe 1% 11% 


Populaton gowth om the Dallas Fort Worth SMSA « concentrated largely m the rong 
of suburban Communities surrounding the core ctves. The core citves themselves have 
ost pomulatron on the last 5 years. The SV'SA as 2 whole growing im population as 
the followrng table endecates 


DALLAS/FORT WORTH SMSA COUNTIES 
POPULATION GROWTH, 1960 1975 


Chane 
E stiemeted 1960. 1975 
County "0 19701975 Numer Parone 

4) 24) 66 920 92? BOO $1563 1276 
Dal las 95! $27 1327 6s | 399 400 447 873 4) 
Dent 4742 $633 101 100 53 668 113 
f 4) 4568 5!) 400 8 005 18 
Kautme 79.93) 3? 332 ™® 900 6 964 273 
Ruwtwe 5878 / 046 9 GOO 3122 $3 
rw wt 5 44) ft 10 200 4767 8? 
Panter 7? B80 4 5H M 400 11520 50 
Ww 17012 19 aR? 71 800 4 7a8 7” 
por vew 4 770 45 709 %6 600 71 B80 63 
ela ma 716 317 ’w 100 700 605 7 


The Gechene of the core orotees’ papulatron «6 Gue om part to the more affivent 
FeMOENTS MOwng fo Surrounding Suburban Communities leaweng the less affivent 
m the core cty Trese remdents typically have 2 hugher requirement for public 
ser wrces Such a5 recrestron. but, conversely, have tess abyiity to frnance them 


HMestore Perspectwe of Parks and Recreation 

Many tacelrtses throughout the regon have been Gonsted by indrviduals The Dallas 
Parks and Recreation Department estemates that 30 percent of its lend for park ates 
has been donated, with the value of such gifts of land and funds totaling nearly 

$60 ml lan 


Tre mayor land donations om Dallas are the Samuel donations These lends were donated 
between 1933 and 1954. The major donations were Samwell East, G08 acres, Sarnwel! 
Garland. 46 acres. Semwell Grand, 99 acres, and Samuell New Hope, 1270 acres. Other 
mayor perks are Backman Lake, 600 acres. Mowntann Creek Lake with 4.500 acres under 
ease. North Lake 1.200 acres under lease. Rochester, 1.000 acres. Trinity River 
Greenwey. 3.233 acres. and White Rock Lake 2.333 acres 


Fort Worth has a total of 7.967 acres of parkland mm 125 areas. However, 3.190 acres 
of thus total «6 m the Fort Worth Nature Center and Refuge The only other tacvlity 
excess of 600 acres 6 the Pecan Valley Golf Course and Park at Lake Bentrootk 
There are four other parks with 200 acres or more 


The largest faceity on Grand Pranve « Mowntann Creek Lake a 750 acre site used 
oremaerhy as a golf course, which « subleased from the city of Dalias. The other 
mayor tacrhtees are Owned by the city and wnclude Turner Park, 62 acres. C P 
Waggoner Part 62 5 acres. and Cottonwood Part, 65.5 acres 


Perhaps the best example of cooperation between a murmcwpel parks department and a 
“hoo! Grtrict to prowde recreation « m Plano The cooperative effort « an 

NGoor garTnTteng poo! financed yorntly by the parks department and schoo! dretrict 
Vany other schoo! faci tees are used by the parks department for recreational 


Ff Ogt arryerreng 


Both Grand Prarie and Plano are struggling to keep abreast of recent gowth Due to 
thes ernpnans 6 necessary placed on land aogurstron and faceity develapment 
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Juiy 20. 1977 


Mr. Bellend 5. Hentiey, Regienel “irector 
0.5. Department of the latertor 

Bureau of Outdoor Recrest ion 

Sowth Centre] Regional Office 

Patio Pless, S000 Marble Awemwe, }.f. 
Albuquerque, New Mezice #7110 


Deer “rr. Hendley 


In reepense te your request, the Department hese completed ite review 
of the prelisinery éreft reperte for the two urben tecrestion 
studies being conducted in Temes by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. 
Pleese find etteched owt commence broken town inte three sections: 


Section | ~ Generel Rewlew Comments 

Section Ti - Specific Comments: Houston-Caelveston Urben Recrest ton 
Study 

Section IIl + Specific Commente: Dellee-Ft. verts Urben Recreation 
Study 


Meany of the comments presented reflect aajer concerns on the pert of 
the Depertmeent. It te hoped sufficient time hese been slleceted te 
s.lew consideration end inclusion of cur comments in the finel reports 
prier te their ewbeittel te the Congress. 


Should you of your eteff heve questions or seed sestetence as « direct 
result of the getertale eubeitted, please do net hesitete te conptect ee. 


Attecment 9) 


Depertmeents] Comments on the 
Howstoe-Calweston end Dallas-ft. Worth 
Urben Becrestion S:iwéles 


ts deweloping the fiasl éraft of the reports entitie® Howseteon-Calvestes 
Urben Becrestion Study ent Dalles-Ft. Worth Urban Recreation Study, 
plesee comsidéer the corrections, chenges, end suggested recommentst lous 
beset of Deperteents! rewlew a6 follows: 


|. Goperel bewlew Commpente 


1. The Department wee represented «st the recent Berth Central Teaes 
Cownctl ef GCowerme~ete Segions) Perks ond Open Spece Stretegy 
Committee Meeting beld July 6 in Arlington. Sewerel individuals 
who heave reviewed the Dellee-Fft. Worth Urben Secrestion Stuy 
expressed « lack of wndersetending a6 to the purpose end objective 
of the study other then te promulgete the ared for BOR and NPS 
sesietence programe. The document is not considered to reflect an 
overall perepective of erben recreations) problems. Sisitier views 
hewe alee been received rege ding the Soveton-Calweston Urban 
Recreation Study es well. An tatreduction te each report citing 
the legel euthorisetion end identifying the purpose of the etucy would 
eesiet the readers. 


The documents ¢e not tebe full e@wantage of citizen recommendations. 
Thie showld be summarized and reflected in the test. 


Be prierities heve been established. Pricrities beeed on urgency 
and degree of seed should be determined. 


Although the entire Dallee-Fft. Worth SCSA and Houston-Caelverton 
SCM will be tepected by the subfect etudies, only « selec. umber 
of wrben ereas end cowntios heve indicated they were provided oan 
opportunity te review the dreft decument. This oversight should 
be corrected if poesibie by giving othere the opportunity to 
review the éocupent*. 


ee, 


). Beference te Public Law 0-422 reweale the finel report sade by 
the Secretary of the Iatertor will be “s comprehensive review end 
report on the needs, probdlems, end opportunities associated with 
wrben recrestion in highly populated regions. The report shell 
include site epecific enelysees and aiternetives...incieding... 
tafermetion on seeds, locel capabilities fer ection, Gajor site 
opportunities, trends, end « full renge of options and elternatives 
ae te poesible solutions end cowrees of ection designed te...emeliorete 
recreational deficiency...” 


Reoed of BOF SCORP requirements, seeds reflect the reeelt of 
euppiy-demend-needs enalysis. Yet, the subject documents de not 
etérese “needs” tn thie contest. In essence, the Depertrent doce 
net waderetend how the fine! report cen eddrese “solutions end 


courees of ection...ie epeliorete recrestion Gefictemcy” if the 
teficteucy Nese get firet beem identified in the tee studs atens 


Dieses inetvertentiy owerlooted, the sublbect Gocupents Ge net ref lect 
any significant reference te the Tesas Gutéoor Recrestion Flies (TURP) 
he TOR? ie the officiel Stete gw ot . etios 

recrestion resources in Tesese end should be referenced ent wt llised 


in Ceveloping the Howston-Celweseten EEA end Dellee-Ft. Berth bs 
trben Becrestion Studies te imewre the wtbhee etudieos de net conflict 


with the Tos. 


The petential of the Dellee-Ft. Meorth erben etudy confitctiag with 
te 7 wes @ Gelert comers retced ot the recent Herth Contre) 
 enaee ii of Gewergmente Segteonse) Perte ent Open tpece Str etegy 
Committee “Meeting. City ent cowety representetives seoted the 
veetulness of the TORP in selling programe te thelr cownctie end 
the pubiic. 


The Leck of cheer recommendetions te the eublect Gecumente te « 
éieeppoteteest of our pert, end hee beew wotced by leocel 
representatives «et the recent seeting of the Gerth Comtrel Tease 
Cownctl of Gewermmente fegionse) Perte end Open Spece Stretegy 
Committee (eeting beld ite Ariingtes, July 6) ent the Souetor- 
Gelvestes Ares Cowecil eteff. Of aajer comeern te lecele, as 
eepreseed et the seme Seeting, ie the peblicetion ef éecumentes 
vstineteliy directing setionel erben recreetion pelicy which aey 
confiict éirectiy with the Teses Outdoor Secrestion Pies (TURP). 


It te therefore recemmended thet each of the orelletianery draft 
reperte of the twe erbes etudios being com@ected tn Tesee cite 
the fellewing infermgsetion “rere poesibie: 


— outédoot recreation eree end fectlity seede requirements 
or the eublect study ereee Lesed on suppl y-demend-neede ene! reese 
citing the TORP as the source. 


Cite “Recommended feepemeibiliticee” eed “Actios Preereme” 
presented in the Stete eae! (Cheptere § end 8) wolame of 
the TOS? relewent te uf outdoor recreation end reflect 
@our.e@ 


inmeure oll TORP iieted nature) areas and potential tretivere 
ond weterwerve ere identified end the source of iaformetion 
presented 


Stromaiy wrge thet A Begione) Pmvironmmente) Aneiyeie, Volume VI 
ef th. TORP, be included es an eppendi«a te the Seweten~Gel weet om 
Urben Becreetion Study. 


Referemee te the Stete’'s eallecetion eof the Lead end Wetter Comnmerwet iow 


«}- 


iv 


bi 


lumi is Sisleating thecommented Geletion cf metetial present ed 
ont teplecement with therough enelveis beset om hietericeal éete 
svellebie te B® 


fetéoor treerestion, beth ofben ent rural, hes beer « signif icant 
leewe Goring the leteet Temes Legieietive Seeetiow. It te therefore 
recommended Chet beth erbes study reports ebérese recent Legisiet ive 
activities ent theee of the Gowermer which will eltimetely taf leence 
wrhen tecrestion. Eeampiece of bille prepeced tar bude 


i) #@ gtente-tm-elé bill femted free « eperting goede tas 


‘5.8. ih) 
+) #@ @etere) heritage bill te eoguire lieted netere) 
ereese funded from cigarette tae (8.5. 1985), 


}) preperty tee refers bill with beetle om lent woe wereus 
oe .bet welee (8.8. 22); ete. 


Aithowg?h met 01) billie prepesced end/or introduced were pesoed, 
significant etriges were sede with petential fer peesage Ouring 
se fetere legsslietive session. Bille related te recrestion which 
were ietreduce’ end pesoed included 


i) @ bill repeeling reetrictions pleced of .cwnties of 80,000 
pepeietion of lees which lteit cownty perte fe leted 
expenditures te $15,000 per veer (8.8. 801); 

2) eewerel billie e@@ressing the seede of dieebied, hendicepped, 
ont elderiy (8.8. O84, 5.8. O06, £.8. TTD), 

)) emebling legieletion ellewing cowety commiestomers courte 
gervetel of limited erdinence meting euthority te protect 
the « ality of tHhemen life, health, eefety, end general 
welfere of cownty residente te effect if eppreved by 
* sefovity of cownty wotere (5.8. 344); ete. 


Repetition shewld be elimineted end the ¢@>cumerts condensed end 
edited 


aperoet tete nepe showld be inc leded te the fine] Gecumente co 
thet the stedy ereee, potential recrestions! resources end neighbor - 
heeds etedieod, etc., can be better ent gore easiiy identified. 


Biblingrephios ehowld be prewided reflecting éecumente referenced 
in deweloping findings end/er their evellebility te the pebit« 
end priwete eectore for recreation planning é¢ewelc gment purposes. 


The Settee) rele ie feereetion, cpectfteeliy ee it relates te the 
Rowstoe~-Gelweeton SCA end Delliee-ft. Werth SCRA ehowld be identified 
by egemer with epecific Getell given regarding services evellebie, 
‘i.e... pSlepeing, techetce!] seetetence, ete.) Thie section eight 
etéreee procedures te fellew te obtain eesietence listed. 


»« 
- 


2 


with the setleomel Cete beoe Treetlis ecceeelbie te BS, there are 
severe. epecial, etutios thet coulbt be contuerted te eeslet .ocece 
©.¢., Sechenice tevreived ts plenming, [inencing, Ceveloping, 
opeteting ond Geleteiging Guilt i-futiefictions, owtéert rectest lor 
open epece, PeTee ont Tecteetion efeee se. perhe ane 
recrestion Ceperteents ent the etete shourt be Quetie® te ssverteis 
epec le. etetliece Seeded These etuties showlt be identified is 

the erben etude ont efferte showkt be nade te get same sutherland 


Be should ebfreese Public Lew 89-2 te the erben etutiosn beeet of 
queries of etete ent locel entities te ineure « Setionsl peiicy 
(Gmpemeurete with identified recreetion seede for recreetion etees 
emi fectlities 


Spec.itc Compente fowston-Colwesteon (rben fecrestion Study 


Sefer te Section | of thie ettechment for general review comments 
eppiicebdie te the Gowster-Celveston irbern fecrestion Stwér 


Pege 2) It te euggeeted thet the findings presented on Taebie ii-« 
be ebérceeed in the serretive eo thet the prebiere releted te wertows 
erent programe of others can be expleine’d. For enampie, it would be 
helpful te enow why Colvweston end Calvweston County geve « poor (00) 
reameing for the predictability ef Pedera) Crentes 


Pege ii Regerding the lew expenditure per capita allocated te 
Roweton if 19°6., it ehowld be eeplaeined thet of eppilcent guest 
file em epplicetion before it te eligible te recetwe fende and 
since Bouetoe only eubeitted one application, the Lew per capite 
figure reevited 


Pege 20: Whet Le the comment et the bettee of the page intended te 
ée le it recommending thet « regions! recreation cowncil be 
esetebiiehed of thet the etete seeds te taproewe ite coordinetion 
efforts lt te recommended thet thie comment be expended te inc lede 
* recommendetion pertinert te the setter 


Pepe ©. eof &. The section dealing with plenming is inconetetent 
with the ether ewbhtectse eédédreseed in thet se recommendet ions 
ere provtéed 


it te euggeeted thet « comment regerding the Tesee Outdoor Recreation 
Pleas, eepecialiy regarding the wee of the Regione) Lev irommenta) 
ane Lysis ee 6 plenming tool be included within the section of 
pienning 


rege + The second peregreph shen ld be deleted end the following 
peregreph eubet itut ec 


. ei 


ove votem. the Perea ome S16. it« “—_2 Les r Tec ogt. ses tha ge 
ne*oe fumetions for the Stete Pars ‘ola 


prev .ditg mtéaoot Tec test a. 
‘ nhetet a. afee pt ewoetwat Low @ Ted 
histe¢ i pt eee’ at Low 


tight ¢ifferent pert cileseetificetions are wefi.lifees in af effeart t« 
efilectivess arty out theese treet * wert Lome 


"ee third petagrep? Segimring with the third sentence should be 
rewrTittes #8 'e..%~7 


Then eett ings The Stete Perhe ent Vlidlife Department fee « 
thet the peblic wehicie fee euppiring Thie Gamaené curfent.) epiete 

ity end owt, ge ret abent Thee eiee feel there is @ Heed te 
eecepe the pressures of « G@edere society te « Sere neturel 
owltoemilog end thet there te « seed te previde opperturtt.ee for 
“ateie-etierted, sof cemewmptive rec reset iow 


Page «9 The firet seemtemce of the second paragraph ehoweld be 
rewritten ae follows 


Perte if the Sowetoe—celweeten region ‘ewe set hieteticaily been « 
nator thrwvet 


Page «9 The seeceed sentence of the second ¢ ragraph beg laming 
with Teder ' @howhd be deleted The etude repert should be 
reetricted te the Howetee—Celweseton eres and net the entire State 
of Temes. If the etete te going te be eddreseed, then the ofi ictal 
~wtédoot recreation plamming @ecument for Tenses, the Tenses Outdoor 
Recreation Piles, seeds te be cited 


Page «9: The second paragraph indicates thet Howeton rente 160th 
in the Settee te people per acre of parte it (@ Fe° ommend ed 
thet the seowrce of thie tafermetion ead the veer it wae tabulated 
be noted 


rege 5) The fifth paragraph which dlecueses opiniones ef Rowston 

ani Merrie (owety showld be eepended te in iude opinions ef Celveston 
aed Galweeton Cowety eiece theee two entities ere faced with 

seeting the greatest umber of neow-resident end cut-f-etete demands. 
Per TORP dete, seariy 10T of a1] cut~-of ~etete vieite ‘* 1969 teet 
piece if the Gelvestes Cownty eres 


Page 6) The leet ,eragreph should be rewritten ae follows: 


The Teese Perte end Wildlife Department plene ne further recerest ionei 
ec@vuisition alenme the Geilf beeches olthin the Souston-Gelveeton 


i2. 


i3. 


4. 


iS. 


i6. 


\7. 


is, 


study area at this tise since } sew parks have recentiy been 
escquired (Sea Rin, Calveston Island, and Bryan Keach) eres. 
The Department does plan to use existing tax revenue (cigarette 
tex) for future fecility developmest. 


Page 70: It is recommended that pages 76-54 of the ional 
Eevironmental Analysis be consulted for « sore complete listing 
of natural areas within the study ares. 


Throughout the section entitled “Results of « Systematic Reconnaissance 
of the Study Area” the draft notes that the warious sreas reviewed 
hed little or oe “Netional Significance”. it is not clear what 

is seant by “National Significance” and/or who or how these findings 
were arrived at. What criteria was used to evaluate each site in 
making the national significance determination’? It is suggested 
that the final draft report illustrate clearly how, by whos and 

why the national significance determinztion was made. In addition, 
it is noted that the analysis docs aot address the potential of 
rivers, creeks, and beyous for trails activities and canoeing. 
These potentieis should be examined on the: Brazos, Trinity, and 
San Jacinto Rivers; Spring, Clear and Cypress Creeks; and Armands, 
Buffalo, Cedar and Dickenson Bayous (see Attachmen. --An Analysis 
of Texas We'erways). 


Page 81: Second paragraph - change “is being acquired” to “has 
been ecquired.” 


Page 63: Fourth paragraph-correct name and acreage-San Jacinto 
Battleground State Historical Park, 445 acres. 


Page 85: The authorized plan of development cof Wallisville 
Reservoir was stopped by litigation in February, 1973. The ultimate 
pian of development of the Wallieville Project is presently uncertain 
and ownership of the land lies with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
The partly conetructed esuthorized project is considered by the 

U.S. Fileh and Wildlife Service and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department to be best suited for fish and wildlife oriented 
recreation and as a preserve for estuarine fisheries and waterfowl 
production. Dwe to reported fluctuation in the water level, aquatic 
vegetation, insects, commercial barge traffic, and water depth, the 
Texas Parke and Wildlife Department does not feel the area is 

highly suitable for water oriented recreation. 


Page 86: Third paragraph-correct name-Sheldon Wildlife Management 
Area, 2,50) acres, acquired in 1952. 


Pages 89-91: Gulf Coast Beaches. This section should mention the 
valve of barrier islands (on which Texas’ better recreational 
beaches are located) for their protective functions against Gulf 
etreams and ecological functions. Barrier islands have delicate 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


??. 


ecosystems which have been extensively camaged by housing develop- 
sent end recreation activities. In order to reduce the séverse 
igpect on beach systems from man's ectivities, development and 
recreational activities on beaches should be siniaized, 
strategically located, and carefully planned and sonitored to insure 
the astureal environmental functions sre protected. 


Page 90: The correct Texas Parks and Wildlife Department beach 
acreage within the study eres is 2,800 (Galweston Islind State 
Park-1,922 acres, Bryan Beach State Recreation Area-878 acres). 


Page 93-101: Regarding the section dealing with the “sethods of 
Park Land and Open Space Acquisition” it is recommended that each 
sethod discussed be expanded to include pros and cons pertinent 
to each especial.y as they relate to the public and private 
sectors with recreational responsibilicies in the study eres. 


Page 101-The last senten-e on this page is incorrect. Our 

information reflects chat Harris County has not yet ecquired 1,414 
actes. At the present time the county is negotiating with lend owners 
for an undetermined number of acres along the creek. 


Page 101-108: Regarding comments found under the sections entitled 
“Proposed Methods of Funding” regarding the use of Land and Water 
Conservation Funds, it is recommended that they be rewritten as 
follows, wnless the Bureau intends to use the Secretaries Contingency 
Fund to fund these projects: 


“One-half satching funds may be requested by submitted « Land and 
Water Conservation Fund project application to the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.” 

Page 104, #7: Ch age “is acquiring” to “has acquired”. 


Page 106, #10: Change name to Sheldon Wildlife Management Area and 
acreage to 2,50). 


Page 107: Im the third paragraph delete “acquisition and”. 


Page 107, #13: Lake Conroe-delete reference to future recreational 
development by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 


Page 110: Comments made under item 19 above should be given further 


consideration regarding the national significance of resources in 
the Houston-Galveston area. 


29. 


3. 


32. 


33. 


M. 


Page 111: Regarding the comment found in the third paragraph, 

it is msoted that for the past 3 years the Departwent has allocated 
100 percent of the State LAUCF allocation to local entities, the 
asjority of which hawe develope! urban parks and recreational facilities. 


Page 113, #2: It is noted that the Texas Parks and Vildlife 
Department does not .avor the creation of spoil deposit sites 
for recreation if such section would have an sdéverse impact on 
fisheries or wildlife resources. 


Page i112: Federal Role - It is suggested that « provision or 
recommendation be added that states federal agencies providing funding 
for subdivision howsing development make their funding contingent 

upon the developers setting aside an adequate amount of greenbelt 
(open spece) end/or recreation areas within the development to 
accomodate the residents. 


Page 113, #5: It is noted that the Information and Education Branch 
of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department hes a Teacher Education 
Package regarding some aspects of environmental education at the 
present time. Films and other materials are also available. 


Page 113, #1: It te suggested that « “active policy” be expanded 
end better defined in light of comments discussed in item 6 
above. 


Page 114, #2: it ie noted that Senate Bi.l 1194, @ proposed state 
gtante-in-ald program, was introduced during the 1977 Texas Legislative 
Session but falled to pase. 

Page 114, #3: It te moted that the state currently provides technica) 


assistance to lecal jurisdictions pertinent to recreation, wildlife, 
fisheries, and environmental education when such assistance is 


requested. 


Page 150: It appears that «a portion of the “Brazos River” inventory 
form has been omitted. 


Page 150, #16: Change “ie being ecquired” to “has been acquired”. 
Page 151, #22: Change “ie being considered” to “has been acquired”. 
Page 16), #4: Change acreage to 2,50). 

Page 16), #15: Change state acreage to 2,50). 


Page 169, #13: Delete reference to Texas Parke and Wildlife 
planned acquisition since this is an incorrect statement. 


Page 170, #16: Delete reference to Texas "arke and Wildlife planned 


ecquisition since this is an incorrect statement. 


-- 
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66. 


48. 


Page 171, #22: Delete reference to Texas Parks and Wildlife’ 
Departewent planned scquisition since this is an incorrect 
statement. 


Page 175, #14: Aéd Bryan Beach State Recreation Area. 
Page 175, #15: State acreage 2,800. 


Page 176, #22: Delete reference to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
planned acquisition since this is an incorrect statement. 


Page 246: It is noted that Calvestonmn Island State Park is 
deve'oped with 60 picnic sites with shade shelters; 150 sulti-use 
camp sites; 10 screened shelters; 20 growp trailer sites; a fish 
cleaning station; 6 restrooms with showers; and } outdoor showers. 


Page 255: Regarding the statement in the second paragraph, it is 
noted that a new lew in Texas, passed this session of the Legislature, 
now allows that hotel occupancy tax monies can now be used for the 
promotion of tourism by individual sunicipalities. 


Page 269: Change “living” to “timing” wnder VI, A. 


Page 273: The draft recommends that Houston undertake an extensive 
information and education program to promote recreation. Along 
these same lines it is recommended that the Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation promote recreation on 4 national level so that the 
importance of recreation can be pleced in a proper perspective 
along with other services provided. 


Il. Specific Comments: Dallas-Ft. Worth Urban Recreation Study. 


l. 


Refer to Section I of this attachment for general review comments 
applicable to the Dallas-Ft. Worth Urban Recreation Study. 


Based on input provided at recent North Central Texas Council of 
Governments Committee Meeting, there exists inaccuracies in several 
tables and information reported as fectwal. These errors will 

be submitted under separate cover directly through the North Central 
Texas Council of Governments and should be corrected in the final 
docupent. 


Although the “Area Description” identified 11 counties in the Dallas- 
Ft. Worth SMSA, it is not clear 1) what portion of the SMSA is 
impacted by the study, and 2) why and how Dallas, Ft. Worth, 

Grand Prairie and Plano were chosen as being representative of the 
entire etudy area. 
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+ Page 9: “Demand for recrestion services stimulated by this growth 
has outstripped the supply.” Seed to also associate deficits with 
the trend among seny governmental entities and the privete sector in 
establishing low priority for development of recreation sreas and 
facilities. 


5. Page 10: Reference is made to City of Dallas receiving }0 percent 
of its lends from donations, nearly $60,000,000 in walwe. Need to 
emphasize BOR Techmical Assistance Program involwing donations and 
its evailability and the srocedédures for obtaining assistance. 


6. Page 15: What is average amount of federal funds received in footncte. 


7. Page 21: “Weighborhood residents estimsied that as auch as half of 
their totel recreation opportunities were supplied by commercial 
facilities.” It would be interesting to know how many residents were 
interviewed and what their respective socio-economic characteristics 
were, i.e., is the sample representative of the whole study area or 
just certain neighborhoods’ 


8. Page 22: “Although such activities as golf and tennis are provided by 
both the public and privat+ entities, this was not viewed as being « 
competitive relationship. PFers«cms using private facilities of this 
nature were thought to do so fier reasons of convenience and status, 
not for lack of opportunity.” It would be interesting to know the 
basis for this conclusion. 


9. Page 25: “As a result of this qultiple use, opportunities for water 
related recreation in the region are excellent.” Reference to the 
TORP reflects existing water surface acre deficits with significant 
need for boat ramps. Thus, although water surface acre needs may 
not be excessive, lack of c.cessibility to existing water surface 
acres is cons'dered significant, not excellent by any means. 


10. Page 25: “Currently, it is thought that too auch emphasis is placed 
on non-urben areas im some programs, particularly the Land end Water 
Conservation Fund.” In actwality, BOR has records to verify thet this 
assumption is, first of all, wntrwe. Secondly, allocations are 
dependent on project submittals; and thirdly, a review of project 
approvals in and/or near the Dallac-Ft. Worth Metro Area reflect 
assistance is being given Mesquite, Irving, Plano, Duncanville, 
Arlington, etc. Recommend BOR clarify the actwal situation by 
listing all projects over the life of the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund that have been authorized to all administration in the study area. 


ll. Page 27: “The federal government can encourage cooperation anong 
jurtedictions for regional recreational facilities in several ways: 
By requiring review of federally funded recreation projects by « 
regional agency swch as the cowncil of governments wnder a process 
s milar to that established by the Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A-95, regional coordination can be accomplished by 
rezional officitale.” The way this ts written, it would seem the process 
is mot currently in existence (e.g., a process similer to 8 
Circular A-95). 
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Reference to the BOR Crants-in-Aid Manual, 660.1.1, clearly states, 
“all project proposals sponsored by State agencies or local writs of 
government must be reviewed by the GB Circular A-95 Clearinghouse(s! 
prior to subsissico=s.* 


Page 28, Reference is made to formstion of « regional park euthority 
being the most significant organizations! change which could be asde. 
fowever, representatives present at the recent NCTOOC Committee Meeting 
indicatee the ¢raft document limited the role of the regions! perk 
suthority to coordination ané plenning, duplicating current COC 
responsibility. Committee members prosent seemed to favor euthority 

to develop and operate recreation sreas and facilities. They further 
stated that they felt the isewe of a regional park suthority is “wetered 
¢own” in the Dallas-Ft. Worth Urben Recreation Study. 


Page 28: A regional park plan is identified as being « significant 
nee¢. Opinions voiced at the recent NCTOOC Committee Meeting concurred 
with this finding, including COC staff members as well as local 
representatives. They 411 agreed that supply-demend-needs aust be 
identified with established regional priorities. Of special note is 
the fact thet they all comewrred thet it is the federal governments 
responsibility te require a regional park plan end related plan and 
planning requirement guidelines in order to participate in federal 
recreation funding progrems. 


Page )« "Im Dalles, 47° of the total progres expenditure...”. It is 
not clear which expenditure is being referenced. 


Page 35 “In Sowth Dellas, those persons without privately owned 
vehicles had no” (add: of problems with) eccess to...” 


Page 3}? "U.S. Highway 75” showld read “Interstate Highway 45”. 


Page 9 It is noted thet “the jeriedictions in the study area do 

not have the capability te conduct in-depth research as to recreset ions! 
needs in their reepective areas.” It is recommended thet jurisdictions 
desiring to conduct indepth research as to recreational needs endeavor 

to seek aseietance throwgh Texas AGM University and/or Texas Tech University. 


Page 40 “There ere no etaete or federal paerke in the lamediete eres 

of Dalles-Ft. Werth.” Following this statement, the document identifies 
Lake Whitney and Cleburne State Parks” both within one howr of driving 
time.” Lake Mineral Welle Stete Park in Parker Cownty and Purtis Creek 
State Park in Henderson and Ven Zendt Cownties showld be added te the 
liet of State Parke. 


Page 42 “A surprisingly lerge number of these perks are within walking 
distance.” Of When’ 


Page "Specific resources in tamediate need of protection for perk 
and recreation purposes were identified by the cities and other concerned 
organizations.” The Department a8 « concerned organization, identified 
© wrben end 70 rural significant naturel areas located in the State. 


«ll. 
104 
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27. 


2%. 


BOR showld insure that «!1 TORP listed natural sreas located in the 
Delles-Ft. Worth stuéy eres are identified ia the Urban Study. 


Reference showld also be made to Texas Trailways and Texas Vaelerways 


te inmewre sreas located in the urban study eres are identified. 


Page 66: “Close-by paerke--emsll neighborhood parks are what the 
interviews revesled as the priasry need of the inner-city resident ,--- 
these perks would be omsll, one-half to 1 secre in size.” SRPA standard 


for neighborhood parks is 5 to 20 ecres. 
Page 87 “Leake Pat Cleburne is 6 water conservation pond (7)... 


Page 9%: In reference to Lake Worth, it showld be noted thet Carswell 
Air Force Base is om the south side of the lake. 


Page 131: “This egency is planning therapeutic recrestion center...” 
Which agency is being referenced’ 


Page 1)l Reference is made that architectural berrierse should be 
removes Arteaga gee © Teses Tr gran it trevert ing tnt itet te 
Barriers (Semate Bill Lil, Article 678g. Vermons Annotated Civil Stetutes). 


Page 134; 4+ =ore4 It “Se wection issce, ihe isient se to “Ciecuss 
findings of open spece analyses and relate to recreations! deficiencies.” 
The TORP addresses deficits in the Dellas-Ft. Worth study eres in great 
detail. It is recommended that these findings be cited. 


An iaportent contribution to weter-dependent recreation end riparian bicte 
would be the release of water flows downetreas from reservoirs for those 
purposes, over and abowe water relesses for other needs. It is suggested 
thet « general request for such releases be made in the final document. 


Page 142: Am additional possibility for the acquisition of lands for 
outdoor-criented recreatio, might exist throwgh the interworkings of 
the National Environmental Policy Act, Federal Water Pollwtion Contre! 
Act and U.S. Fieh and Wildlife Coordination Act. 


Where development invel.'** « water body occurs and federal funding or 
construction is tevelwed, loese. to fish and wildlife resources may be 
mitigated by the setting aside of lam “or fieh and wildlife and related 
recreation. The primery lew for such mitigation is th. Fieh and Wildlife 
Coordination Act, edministered by the U.S. Fich ood Wildlife Service. 
Activities tow lving mitigation in Texas may requite .w *inaetion by 

the Texese Parke and Wildlife Department. 


Page 14) It te suggested thet the prevision & edded that federal 
agencies providing funding for subdivision bcusing development meke their 
funding contingent upon the developers setting aside an acequaete senount 
of greenbelt (open epece) area within the development te accommodate 

the residents. 
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North Central Texas Council of Governments 


°O Oeee OOD Aten Tones "HDT! 


july 8, 1977 


Rollend 8. Hadley 

Reg ono! Director 

Burea, of Outta Recreot on 
Sauth Centro! Regions! Off ice 
Potic Flere, S000 Merle NI 
Room 21! 
Albuquerqge,, New Mexico 87110 


Re: 3272 — Delles-For Worth Urban Study 


| Decor Mr. Hondley, 


| om pleased to transmit herewith the commenh ond recommendetian of the Regi ano! 
Parks ond Oper Spoce Strategy Committee of the North Centre! Texe: Council! of 
Goverment pertoining to the preliminary drof of you Del la-fort Werth Urber 


| in troremitties these moteriol te wow let me expres: ow s.ccere thanks for the ap- 

| portunity te comment a: well a: te work with you on this important study. We hope 

| the comment: wil! hove o constructive effect ond wish to point at thet | imitations 
of time prewented these comment from being referred to cur Executive Boord before 
their traremittel to you. 


We look forward te ceiving © copy of your fine! report and wort you to feel free 
to coll wom wt agoin whenever we may be of help with similar or eloted ectivities. 


WIP deme 
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Comment: on te Dalla-Fog Yoorth Uton Rocepction Study Preliminary Deolt 
By the Pepi! Pot: ond Opes Spoce Stretegy Committce 


cr , , - 
Noth Cent com Cow § © >vernmerts 


- 


The Res one! Pork: ond Oper Space Strotegy Committee « go otefy!l for the apportun’ty to 


Comment omend recommend revi. om to the droft of the Dollmefort Worth Uteor Recrestior 
Study prepoved b, the South Comrral Region! Office, buco & Curdoo hecrest om, U.S. 
Depa timer Af rhe tereror, Comment: ond rec ommendst om ore of tes type: o- gererc!, 
pete ing to ol! o lerge port.oms of the report; ond apec 4c, releting to pot cule povo- 


oop", erverce:, erc. 


Cervera! Cc gents End lec yr we eo’ 


1, Reorganize the report to el memote repetition, unprowe clority, end reduce epot length. 


o. The ov of thi: rec ommencet om ib to bring together into fewer section Me voriouw 
references to onec fic ew ist wg 3/901 oO proposed orem. ff eas rother d fficwlt fo 
th) se rew ee * 2 rene rt to relete beck and forth to foci! tie: thet sey heve been 
mentioned in 4, or more ploces, Therefore, where opp or icte <- o in te com 
of the 19 open wmoce @reo <- it 1s supogetted The’ © geovrem c o Goermem bewn 
oper vec be taken to growpir.g these focilities, cother then se gpeng from this County 


to thet county. 


b. A further suoge ted crown se eowld be to moke © cleor distinction betecen the 
findings ‘e.g., foctuel descr iptios of existing conditions ond crew ts of eft ituding! 
Drom swrve ys) OPd CaM hus ms ond recommendation (€.g., fumd mg apt ums 


» 


ond molementa’tion elrernot ves, efc.). 


c. Ano ver meen: to reduce repet tion of certe:m Comments or recommendation would 
be t. owt the dete im the form of @ table o @ motria. An example of this would be 
pases 11! through 122 which oive exomples of option: for implementing gorks, reo 
creation, and open spece proposels. If the vor ous option were listed os column 
headings, and the mine sites commented on were licted oe: “lime items”, there would 
be o cleorer picture of the options preverted, less spoce required, ond leu repet:- 
tion of corte mn wording. 


2. Devote © seporote section to defining ond describing the role ond livting the functions 
of the federal agencies which may furnish appropriete assistance to loce! governments 
oni reyionel bodies << in order to eliminote repetition of there points ot different 
ploces im the nerrotive ond to ovoid the eppeerence of “over selling” of of unduly 
Promoting the service: of owch Goerncies @ the huat ore! Port Service ond Bu eeu 
of Outdoor Recreation. Agen clerity would be enhenced by summing up these chore 


ecterist-cs @f ame point im the report rather then mentioning them sewere! | mes of 


vor ows ports of the weport. 
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@. ote oho mo the Teem Pots ont W ic! be Depo trerr fu nats techn co! rwce 
to cities wuder 7,509 ond to cow's woder 15.000. bur thot its hell for Gh pure 
pme « |. ted to too pero, ond fun the Oepotrers ho © regwile beck lng of 
apo oe mote!y eoght monte. HM ot ol! posit le, mote © wm lor extumote of the @ol- 
ic copabitities of the Pot Service end BOF. 


b. Note cho tert the To-rert County Depertmers of Plonnm: ond Monngement pro- 
vides wom ler services to emel! + Communities om Tercent County ond oho wots 
wm lower cities cs wel! om jot got ond ocrestion oct ste: ond development. 
Fo exerple, seat to Echo Late, the first Tewort County Pot within For Worth, 
the City of Fart Worth & building © major Community center, the Worth Heights 
Center, to serve the Souttuide Sector. Proper rece nition of this fect showld be 
mode in Agpendia Ul, “Neighborhood Serwice Arolyses, pape: '! to 15. 


3. Cite sgn ificert lece! reports deoling with ports, rocrection ond apen apoce in foor- 
nate: ond i» @ sepercte b cb! ography <—- in order to lend credibility to the wudy, to 
och nowledge loce! ond regione! effort to dete, ond to foci litote further, more deo 
to led, mve.tinet om by those terested. 


4, Sefer to end vilize the findin~ ond recommendotion: of the Texa: Owdso Recrestion 
Plon, ond ettemp to och eve remorable comsistency w th this BOR-funded plan <- 
t> «morowe the substent we quel ity of the study end to exgend ts scope. O'her pure 
poses served by such act om wow 'd be to help eword cormusion omorn, ley groups which 
look to the Teae: Outdoor Recreetion Plan for guidence, end then find othe come 
flet n> oF income temt ecommendetions mode by the Bureau of Ow'doo hecreetior.. 
Sumiler'y, com stemcy with the Teses Outdoor Recreetion Plan wowld exsist efforts 
by profess onal: eho ge” sanction from thet plen fo des rable improvements im 
pork ond recreetion progres end foci lities im their loce! ities. 


5. Include @ strom) recommendation for new Federal! legi: lotion estab! shing en imceme 
tive program + encourege loce! governments to wot together to glen, ecquire, 
develop, operote, and montain oper spoce ovees ond recreation foci tities to serve 
severs: pwrad.ctioms. This recommendet.on oddresses the critice! reed for oes 
ond foc |. tes wh ch ove beyond the copab!ity of individual localities to provide 
by thewselve:, ond is reloted to recommendation 6 which follows. Se oh on ime 
Centive proj er  comtemploted os being sim ler to the Community Deve lopment 
Block Grant Program, im the cose of Terrant County this program hes been imstrye 
mente! in binjm, munc pe ites together om @ joint work program through the Terrent 
County Mayor  Courc'!, under the euspices of the Terrent County Deperment of 
Plane -3 o-4d Menagement . 


6. Note the request by “he Sey one! Perks end Open Spece Stretegy Committee thet the 
Bureey of Ourdom fecreo'ion undereabe @ specie! study 1 Comjunction wth public 
end p vote wrere ts (& North Centre Teas imeludng ircel, regianel, end stete 
eyerncies to deve op spec fic, dete led elternat ve schemes and just fiction for 
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esd! «> creiger) ond Comgne em) or Re gove  reme!, Coo beet .e PeC”han 
’ ier? ' os " , arrow Bre where ~ Be " moe =" wae ow _ ae 
ow Tine Comm eee took @rarele Get ts Ord 2c Hrmendotion 5, Gove, Saud 
\« phot poe cert|y «- te sect te gemrns payee 14° a@voelrg o> Gppoew 
por teas for Oct ore roe aed >e 

7. Correct *e d-pr ar’? orote ergha:: * of « Gewntet ome pees & am eed *: 
lo se oper seeoce Cm: © % UG "ue fleet. ¢ . Mary \ wee ore ero 
ve lot we's c\oae > popwis? of concer cos of « te wher compas, ti’ oo op ey 
being ere raeched upor by wer Gove aprer’. he raed ‘or ore fete « 
ech row teeued end thowld not be igrored, “he apotun ty for proweiomg suc foc |. @ 
will emer vetetively uvchonged in comperison with the agportunity for eoquir ine ond 
preserving intect the lever oper spece orem. Plieme note thet te Comm tee & @- 
forrimg to lorge oem er ere mor ootue'! pees of “or ore! tere"? Ont ore or OF 
locations for a ctert from the cesiderts of Ge Doller-f ot Worth Utter Ae. iretond 
they refer to orem och ove compare’ wely ecces: } ie ond of fe the porter’ oe! of 
ow -perpome uses sere mg bot “loce! eoree'- om reeds of there ety Oo "Oe Ore 
“wture=o ected seed of *e popwlece of te ge. 

8. teview the highlight of the February (bd ord 25 weetingn end mcorpore’e Mor 


cleer'y into the study epot. The ~ mtee felt thet some of he porrts ode of 
thoe seet wg: ood been ¢ ver looted 


‘Soe ce fic comments ond recommenda we ore be ing furnished oF comette tage .! 


nctc buly Orb, 1977 


’ 
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lemm~eete Trerectibed free NCTC. Tape 
Opes tpece St retegr Beet ing 
duly &, 2977 


Title ehoeléd be changed, if poesible te Dellee-fert Herth Orhes 
Perte Study of Dellee-Pert Worth Porte and Gees Srece Study. 


Open tpece Committee of SCTOUM  c41ll wente te bnew ehet Congress ic 
going te Ge with Che etedy. le Congress going te fend Gewelopeest 
of sites eeeeeeed” het ie the reel perpeee’ Theee pebete shoeld 
be Gaede (leer 


Page |. popeletiow figures gives lump Delles and Port Gerth comper~ 
bag Chee te cities bv the serthers Deited Stetes which hewe show 
pepeietion Geclime ower the pest gGecade of gore. Since 0.5. Burece 
of the Comews wees public echee)] eereliment figures ie Getermining 
Le-sigretion, ©. TOM feele private echoes) eerelleaeet sheedd be 

int bated te obtele @« Gere welld eotiaete. FPigeree tneerted by 
TOM hore ehow City of Belles hee set leet pepeletion ai though 
ite ehere of the tetel pepeletion 6 the county ent fegiee is 
Seciieing. SOTO Hee teoorted ite 197) estimates of pege. .* 
short, STOR tebee leew thet the core cities hewe eee boot 
pereietion simee 1970 


Page 10, subheading “Wieteoric Perepectives of Porte end Seereet ioe” 
eoeme te Lect bietetic cherecter...tefermetion tmeleded bere Goes 
net seem te hewe hietetic tefermetion et 01! Gme fest are disc wooed 
by committee ie thet the Corpe of Sngineere ie aiready diweet ing 
iteel. frome gens recreations! ereee seeecieted with theif reeoerces 
Thie ehoeid Sewe cometiderable impact of recreations! seede in the 
Dailee-Pfert Werth aree ime i@eete of reepemeibility (ee will beer 
the coete of eperetion eed geletemence) will be shifted free Pederei 
eoveremest te Stete and local gewernmente “any oppertemities for 
lecal gewermmeete te preeerwe land foe oper epece will be curtailed 
because of the O87 berdee of reeerwoire The sumiber of reeerwoire 
in the Getreplee te beereeeing elaret enmesiir. 


Pege }, “Settlememt Petterme end Trende” peregrap® te ete leading 
euberhe Le the Fegiom ere growing bec @uee Gere howeing ie e@eweilabie 
ane the type of heweing te gore highiy deeired. Lend coote te the 
cities ere Giving reetideete from the big imeorpereted cities te the 
frieee @upicipelittee. Thee, tt te « combination of eweilebility en 
comperetive ceete rethet thee eociel reasons 


Peee 1°, ememplee of Gometione woeld help te lileetrete the peregreap® 
at the bettee of the pege 


Page 21. tole of cownties.... Terrent GCowsty hes beee gives urban 

powers it if preeeetiy opereting ant Geieteiolkny tee perts.... 

bellies Cownty te working of prowiding pert f[ecilitios fer usimerpereted 
erees ant emelier communities wich lech capebility is prewiding recrest ios 
feciilitios fer themeelwes. 


Tertant County coorginetes with othe: emtities, ¢.g¢ Community 
bewelopmeet Bleck Crests receetiy esed by Terrent County and other 
eetitiee. ile Temes, there le « prewieloe fer ietergewerumentas) 
coetrectual errengements which allows different geweruments te wort 
together te achiewe (commen purposes. 


*. Page 28, SCTOOS is towelwed with Open Spece Pleneing te « eininasi 
wey SCTOO® Geese not hewe éeteiled regions) open epece pier beceuse 
fede sey they Ge got hewe te a6 geet regions) plese ere required for 
trenepertetion, howsing, criminal jwetice, etc. 


>. Page +0, eubbheeding for Section Lil + etetes thet there are ae 
Stete of Pederal parhe te the Dellee-Pert Worth eres whee ie reality 
there ore...¢.@. Labee Aubrey end Lebeview. 


iS. Page 4), peregreph 3, re: Greenbelt te Port Werth alee...net only 
Delles 


il. Page 4, better te eey thet geet cities ie setreples Ge get require 
mnendetory éedicetion fer open epece froe developers. Presentiy, 
& cithes @e require Gedicetion...Port Werth te one of these. 


2. Page 63, Tebelty Riwer Aethority hee the eutherity te effect pert 
and recreetion ectivities aleng the fiver,...te Gete, the entity 
hes mot empressed interest in now-etructural fleed ceetrel ner is 
recreetions) ectivities te en» extent. 


i). Page 65-66, “Generel comecmeue”...ctetement shoet seed for sore 
neighteorheed pecbe te the Dalise-Port Werth eres. A Gore *ootrolled 
and etetiotioaiiy welld survey eight rewesl « different epistoe free 
these ieterwiewed. Alee, whet cometitutes the “iamer~< ity”? 

(208 sete: We comeider the tanmer-city residents te be these dvellere 
living is high geneity areas around the CBD with leee thee eiddie- 
income estates and net ta bedrece communities te and erownd Delies ) 


16. Page Th-L)0, “Reeelte of Syetemetic Recommetesence” for simplicity... 
ovéer of elites ehowld be changed te follow @reimege beetle petierne ~ 
alee cometéert preperetion ef eummery chert of teble perhepe siong with 
bey @ep te iadteate fectere euch es soquieition, timing, coete, ete. 


112? 


is. 


is. 


i?. 


is. 


9. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


Page 74, Should be Mary's Creek 


Page 76 or 77, subbeading...“West FPork-Dallas-Fort Vorth Section” 
needs to indicate seguent 1. 


Page 79, Recowery of disturbed areas. NSCTOOG solid waste expert 
says it is possible to put filled areas beck to other uses quickly 
but be points owt thet inference of “rapid recowery” is stressing 
the point. 


Page 91, showld be coordinated with pages 74-75. 


Page 93, imeert at beginning of second paragraph. Should sention 
that the City of Meequite owns appronimately 5,000 linear feet along 
the sowth half of the weet benk of the East Pork between the 
confivence of the North Meequite Creek and the South Mesquite Creek 
with the East fork. This lend area totale some 400 acres...5-6 alles 
South of Lake Ray Hubbard Dam. The only other public ownership known 
is just below the dam and portions of the dikeland south of U.S. 75. 


Page 100, The Heading...showld read White Rock Creek has its confie- 
ence with Trinity River set with West Fort. 


Page 103, change second to last paragraph to read “...ownership of 
property along creek are private except in Keller where it passes 
thru Bear Creek Park owned by Tarrant County (Precinct #4). 


Page 106, should heave another subheading. 


Page 112, check general comments where sention is sade of BOR and its 
services. 


Page 116, Big Bear Creek...Sewthleke and Colleyville are working 
together are working together te provide treatment for water cleanup 
but land costes of $10-15 K/acre make it difficult. 


Page 115, re: Clear Pork of Trinity River...City Menager of Benbrook 
eaye there have been meetings by Tarrant County, City of Port Werth 

ané Benbrook to develope this area after public acquisition. Benbrook 
Lecks funds to do thie and ite citizens do not favor public secquisition. 
Pages 119-120, repetition should be avoided. 


Page 123, “Major Findings... 
Please underline hey teewes and findings. 
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i. 


. 


hes the 
suthority to ée open epece plemming bet not regional park euthority 
by lew. It Goes sot hewe the capability te Go whet it hee the 
euthority éo éue to leck of funds. 


Page 142, change Oreenbelt te “Greenway” 


Page 14), Te say thet....Commenity Developement Bleck Orents prowide the 
primery source of funds for community recreation aay be ia er-or. 
BCTOOS end SOS comments etate thet they Go not pley « vital role. 

It guest be sentioned thet only cities ewer 50,000 populative receive 
funds on « reguler beetle end ere allowed te wee thee for « waertety of 
perpoewes. It te true thet Lend end Veter Coneerwetion Pend and CD 
funds are the real Federal dollerse esed in perk end recrestion 
operations, developments and other related processes. 
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CITY ( DALLAS 


duly 11, 1977 


Mr. Rolend 8. Handley, Regional Director 
United States Dept. of the Interior 
Bureaw of Outdoor Recreation 

South Centre! tonal Office 

Patio Plaza, Marble 8.E. Room 21! 
Albwouerque, New Mexico 87110 


Me: 3222 - Oelles-Ft. Worth Urban Study 
Dear Mr. Handley: 


We have reviewed the preliminary draft report on the Dellas-Ft. Worth Urdan 
Study Plan, and find no major discrepancies in the plan. It showld be 
pointed owt however, thet during « meeting on Wednesday, July 6, 1977 In 
the offices of the North Centra! Texas Counct! of Governments that repre- 
sentatives from severe!) metroplex cities did appear to hawe differing ideas 

rding some of the content of the plan. However, as mentioned above, 
Dallas hes no major concerns. 


We agree with our comments regarding open space Geficiences. Thank vou 
for the opportunity in assisting with the plan. If we can be of assistance 
in the future, please let us know. 


Sincerly, 


Director 
Parks and Recreation 


et 
cc: Mayor Robert Folsom 


Irwin C. Merris 
Cect! T. Stewart 


errs” @ cones em oreo FRE OE ee 


City of Garland 


Pest Office Bee 401888 / Gerieed Texas 1H000 


June 21, 1977 


Mr. Rolland B. Handley 

United States Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

South Central Regional Office 

Patio Plaza, 5000 Marble N.E. Room 211 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87110 


Ref: 3222 - Dallas/Fort Worth 
Urban Study 


Dear Mr. Handley: 

The City of Garland is the third largest City in the 
study area with a population in excess of 130,000. 
It appears we have been overlooked in the referenced 
study. 


We respectfully request that the City of Garland be 
considered in this study. 


Sincerely, 
W,. Cecil Winters 


Director 
Parks & Recreation Department 


wCW/ca 


cc: Richard Rios, 8.O.R. 
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Comments on BOR Urban Recreation Study - O-Fu Ares 


All affected gowermments in the eres should be inwolwed in the preperetion of such 
8 Study if ft is to be accepted & effective. 


The Graft study Goes mot give a clear pictwre of Corps of Engineers projects 
affecting the ereas discussed: 


Lakeview Reservoir on Mountain Creet is being funded for construction, 
and a lerge pert is planned for the eres flooded by reservoir releases 
between Letewlew & Mountain Creek Lekes (acquisition by Corps & operetion 
by Texas Perks & Wildlife, | think) 


The West Fork has an authorized plan for construction of a mu)t!-ourpose 
channe! (flood contro! & navigation). This is currently being restudied. 
An alternative plan for flood contro! only, « reservoir regulation channel, 
is also under consideration. The Teantty River Geert study, prepered 

by Texas Tech for the Corps, indica mot « areas along the 
West Fort for ecological values and recreational wse. It 2180 suggests that 
channelization of the river will be detrimental to these values. 


The Ele Fork has an authorized plan for construction of a flood contro! 
channel. This plan ts imective. Modifications, prowiding for wider floodways 
between the levees and elimination of the proposed channe!. were suggested 

in the 1969 Open Space plan prepared by Marvin Springer. 


The East Fort has an authorized plan for construction of 3 flood contro! channel. 
= lower 10 miles are funded for construction. The upper segment is currently 
nactive. 


The Corps hes completed, but not released, a flood contro! study on Johnson 
Creek. It has recently initiated a flood contro! study for Bear Crees. 
There may be others. 


COMMENTS BECEIVED FROM: Catherine Perrine 
Seve Open Spece Committee 
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APPENDIX C: 
PUILIC INVOLVEMENT 


During the course of the Dallas-Fort Worth Urban Recreation Study, 
cont inwous efforte were gade to iavolwe sumerous public and private 
agencies, organizations, and individuals. The following is « summery 
of the comtects and seet ings. 


Preceding the initiation of field work, notification of the study was 
sent to the following: 


Mayors : 

Addison DeSoto 

Alles Duncanville 
Alma Euless 
Ariiagton farmers Branch 
B iford Gat land 
Benbrook Grand Prairie 
Port Worth Grapevine 

Bur leson Haltoes City 
Carrollton Hure? 
Cleburne irving 

Dallas Lancaster 
Dent on 

County Judace: 

Dallas Cowty 


Tarrent County 
Johneon County 
Denton County 
Ellis County 
Collin Cownty 
Parker County 
Keufman County 
Wise County 
Rockwall County 


Federal Agencies: 


Environmental Protection Agency 
Corpse of Engineers 

National Perk Service 

Sell Conservation Service 

Fish and Wildlife Service 
Forest Service 

Housing end Urban Deve lopment 
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State of Texas 
Parks end Vildlife Department 


: 


Horth Central Texas Cownci) of Gowernments 


Mr. L. 8B. Boustoa 


: 


Senator Johan GC. Tower 
Senator Licyd Beateen 


0.8. Bouse of Representatives 


Congreeeman James HM. Collins 
Congreseman Ray Roberts 
Congressman Jia Mattox 
Congreseman Olia £. Teseque 
Congreseman James C. Wright 
Congressman Dele Milford 
Congreeseman Omar Burleson 
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February 23, 1977 


Topic: 

Participants: 

i. Representative 

2. Piraner 

3. Water Resources 

4. Represent at ive 

5. Parks and Recreation 
Department 

6. Parks and Recreation 
Department 

?. Professor 

8. Parks and Recreation 

%. Representative 

10. Professor 

ll. Parke and Recreation 

12. Planners /Consultants 

13}. Representative 

14. Dallas Resident 


Com rehensive Planning 
Department 


Diecussion of gajor problems and issues in Dallas-Fort Worth Region 


County of Tarrant 
City of Arlingtoe 
BCTOCG 

City of Carrollton 


City «f Dallas 


City of Carland 

University of Texas at Arlington 
City of Lewisville 

City of Weatherford 

North Texas State University 
City of Plano 

Schrickel, Rollins, and Assoc. 
City of Euless 

Private Citizen 


Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
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February 25, 1977 

Topic: Open Spece Meeting held to present study approsch to Federal 
interests. Their assistance ani access to vital date was also 
sclicited by BOR representative. 


Partic ts: 

1. Assistant Regional Director Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 

2. Representative Environmental Protection Agency 

}. Representative Corps of Engineers 

4. Representative National Park Service 

5. Representative Soil Conservation Service 

6. Represeniative Fish and Wildlife Service 

j. Representative Porest Service 

8. Representative Office of the Secretary, Department 
of the Interior 

Chai rman Regional Open Space Strategy Committee 


-—- @& 
o * 


Director of Regional Planning NCTOOC 
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February 28, 1977 


Topic: The overview meeting was held at the SCTOOC building at 360 
Weteon BRoed, Arlington, Texas. The purpose co: the gethering 
was to present the revised and final study approach to repre- 
sentatives from cities, counties and various other interests 


in the setroplez. 


Participants: 


Representative 
Planning Department 
Water Resources 
Representative 
Parke and Recrestion 
Parks and Recrestion 
Professor 

Parks and Recreation 
. Representative 

10. Representative 

ll. Parke and Recreation 
12. Representative 

1}. Representative 

4. Representative 

15. Representative 

16. Parke ant Recreation 
1). Representative 

18. Representative 

19. Representative 

20. Parke end Recreation 
21. Parke and Recreation 
22. Representative 

2}. Representative 

24. Aseletent Regional Director 
25. Chtef of Pederel Services 


wTeewn @ uw & we ts oe 
> . >. — — 


County of Terrent 

City of Arlington 

BCTCOCG 

City of Cerrolites 

City of Dallas 

City of Gerlend 

University of Texas at Arlington 
City of Lewieville 

City of Weatherford 

North Texas State University 
City of Plane 

Schrickel, Rollins, end Assoc. 
City of Buless 

City of Duncanville 

City of Grand Preirte 

City of Port Worth 

City of Alles 

County of Dallas 

City of Meequite 

City of McKinney 

City of Grapevine 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Forest Service 

Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
Bureau of © tdeor Recreation 


Mey 26, 1977 


Topic: Stetus report of the Dallas-Fort Worth Urbes Eecresticn Study 


( 


eu fw & we 
> a > ~ > 


10. Perke end Recreation Directer 
ll. Pecks and Recreation Directer 


12. Representet ive 
1}. Recreation Pleaser 
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City of Meequite 

City of Oreand Prairte 

City of Dalles 

St. Philip's Commmity Ceater 
City of Port Urrth 

City of Dalles 

City of Please 


ecToos 

Cicer of Carlesd 

Cicy of Irving 

Eevironmenta) Protection Agency 
Sell Coneervwetion Service 


Meetings with Inédivwidusle and Orgenisetions!] Representetives 


Date /Place 


i. 


Li. 


12. 


Merch 9. 1977 
City of Please 


Merch 9. 1977 
City of Plane 


March 9. 1977 
City of Plane 


Merch 11, 1977 
City of Port 
Vorth 


Merch 21, 1977 
City ef OCrend 
Preirte 


Mereh 21, 1977 
City ef Orend 
Praeirte 


Merch 24, 1977 
City of Crend 
Prairte 


March 24, 1977 
City of Crend 
Prairte 


April $, 1977 
City of Dalles 


April 6, 1977 
City of Port 
Worth 


April 7, 1977 
City of Port 
worth 


April 8, 1977 
City of Port 
worth 


april ii, 1977 
City of Delies 


Title/Organt sation 


Directer, TCA 


Sel f-emp loved pus ines emar 


Dent iet 


Sector Planning Committee 
Memters 


Community Actiwviet 


hey Scout Leeder 


feep Ametice Beeetifel 


members 


Retirees 


Secital Serwice Agency 
Director 


Rousewilfe 


Design Committee Menbers 


Ametican taditen Center 


personne) 


Peace Corpe Velunt cer 


14 


Tepic 


Public/privete recresticn 


Public recrest ion 


Public recrest ion 


Perks Syetes 


Neighborheed laterview 


Neighborhood Interview 


Neighborhoad Interview 


Part Program 


Recreations! Seeds 


Neighborhoed laterview 


Public Parte 


Public Parke 


Public Perte/recrest ion 


ete |? lLece 


“. 


i>. 


is. 


7. 


Soril 13. 1977 
Citw of Deliles 


April 13, 3977 
City of Dalles 


Soril 4, 1977 
City of Dalias 


peril 4, wr? 
City of Dallas 


Tit le/Orgest set tow 


lnewence Salesman 
Comm=~mityw Geeter Sceff 
wolunteer 


Aestletant Director 
hecrestion Center 


Director 
Mertioa Lether fing Center 
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Topic 
Neligihorhent intervie: 


Pert Programming 


Reighhaethent’ let erwi ew 


Reigtheorhentd leterwiew 


Agencies ant loterests Consulted 


Delles, Temes 75208 


Orbee League of Dalles 
Delle, Teme T5215 


Seve Opes Spece 
Dalles, Temee 7523) 


St. Pailipe Community Center 
Dalles, Temes 75215 


Toung Men's Christian Aseocietions 
belles, Teme 

Port Werth. "ema 

Grend Preirie, Tease 

Plane, Tema 


Perks end Recrestion Department of the following: 
Delles, Temes 

Pert Werth, Temas 

Greed Praeirte, Teme 

Plese, Temes 

Besbroot, Texas 


Crapevine, Temas 
Richeréece, Temas 
Gerlend, Temas 


Berth Ceatrel Temas Council] of Gevernmests 
Arlington, Temas 7601) 


Perent~-Teacher’s Associations of: 


Plese, Teme 
Greed Preirte, Temes 
Dalles, Teme 


Port Werth, Tease 


Cemmunity Beuwsing [aprowement Committee 
Crend Preirte, Temas 


Plene Perks Board 
Plane, Temes 


Operation Sf 
Delles, Temes 


Commenity Dewe lopment Of floes 
Delies, Teeee 


1% 


The preliaiasry draft report was dietribeted to the following 
agencies, organizations, legal entities end individuals with « 
request for comments end suggested revisions. 


344 tte aaa 


St. Philip's Community Center 
Texas Netional Resources Committee 
Seve Open Spece 

City of Grand Prairie 

City of Plano 

City of Dalles 

City of Port Worth 

City of Garland 


Corpse of Engineers 


. City of Richardson 

. Berth Central Texas Council of Governments 

. Environmental Protection Agency 

. American Indian Ceoter 

. Operation SER 

. County of Terrent 

. County of Dallas 

. Soil Conservation Service 

. WRAA-TV Dalles 

. City of Mesquite 

. City of Austia 

. University of Temes at Arlington 

. Park/Recreation Consultant 

. City of Weatherford 

. National Park Service, Denwer Service Center 
. Trinity Piver Authority 

. U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
. Texas Parke and Wildlife Department 

. City of Irving 
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Prior to revising the preliainary draft, public participestion was 
eclicited through various sedis. News releases relating our purpose 

and findings in the study ares were sent to local newspapers, radio 

and television stations. Simultaneously, brochures containing highlighted 
findings and requesting comments from the public were sent to several 
parks and recreation departments. These brochures were made available at 
comunity centers, parks, and parks department offices. WFAA-TV in 
Dallas allowed air time to the study by allowing BOR representatives 


to appear on “Access,” a community involvement progres aired throughout 
the metroplex. BOR representatives discussed the findings of the study 
with Marshall Kaplan, a planner/consultent, and Rene Castilla, the 

Program Moderator. The public was requested to mail their comments and 


possible solutions to the SCRO. 
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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the interio: 
has bese resporsibilities to protect and conserve our land and water, enorgy 
and munerals, fish and wildlife, parks and recreation areas, and to ensure the 
wise use of al! these resources. The department also has major responsibility 
for American indian reservation communities and for peapte who live in island 
territories under US. adrrunistration 


Publication services were provided by the graptucs and editorial staffs of the Nationa! 
Park Service, Denver Service Center, NPS 1211 


